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ST.MATTHIAS
CHURCH

Al are welcome

St. Matthias Parish Office

Monday - Friday, 8:30 am - 4:00 pm,
168 JFK Boulevard, Somerset, NJ 08873
732-828-1400, fax: 732-828-0866
www.stmatthias.net

Mass Schedule (in person):

Sat - 5 PM, Sun - 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 12 noon
M/T/W/Th/F at 8:00 AM

also on our YouTube channel
youtube.com/c/StMatthiasSomersetNJ

St. Matthias School (SMS):

170 JFK Blvd., Somerset, NJ 08873
www.stmatthias.info 732-828-1402
School Office Hours,
Monday-Friday 7:45AM to 3:30PM

For all Parish emails, add @stmatthias.net

Pastor: Rev Abraham Orapankal, Abraham

Fr. Lancelot McGrath, Parochial Vicar Imcgrath

Mary Pat Burke-Grospin, Business Administrator
mpburke-grospin

Anthony Baio, Maintenance

Deacon Ron Caimi, Senior Deacon

Maria Cornier, Parish Secretary mcornier

Kelly Counts, Receptionist, kcounts

Deacon Russell Demkovitz, rdemkovitz

Nathalie Godet, Website & Bulletin Editor,
ngodet

Leslie Guillen, Bulletin Coordinator, Iguillen

Amy Hanna, Accountant/Databases, ahanna

Mike Lanyi, Sacristan

Sue Lenczewski, Youth Coordinator, SMYLE

Julio Montero, Maintenance Supervisor

Debra Schurko, Director of Religious Education,
dschurko

Vinnie Natale, Bookkeeper, vnatale

Silvia Nizama, Housekeeper

Deacon John Radvanski, deaconjohn

Joan Best Seamon, Pastoral Associate for

Music Ministry, jseamon

St. Matthias School (add @stmatthiasnj.org)
Mary Lynch, Principal, mlynch

THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF ST. MATTHIAS
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2024
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4th Sunday of Advent

Blessed is
the fruitof
your womb

CHRISTMAS SEASON MASS SCHEDULE 2024-2025
Changes/Updates? Check www.stmatthias.net

Tuesday, December 24
CHRISTMAS EVE
4:00pm (church)
4:00pm (cafeteria)
6:30pm (church)
11:15 pm Christmas Carols
(church)

12:00 Midnight (church)

Wednesday, December 25
CHRISTMAS DAY
10:00am and 12:00 Noon

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
Saturday, December 28
5:00pm (Vigil Mass)

Sunday, December 29

8:00 am, 10:00 am & 12:00 noon

Wednesday, January 1
SOLEMNITY OF MARY
MOTHER OF GOD
10:00 am

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
Saturday, January 4
5:00pm (Vigil Mass)

Sunday, January 5

8:00 am, 10:00 am & 12:00 noon
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This Week @ St. Matthias

Masses are also livestreamed on our YouTube
channel: youtube.com/c/StMatthiasSomersetNJ

The Church is open for individual prayer

Mon-Fri: 7:30 am to dusk , Sat: 9 am to 6pm, and
Sun: 7:30 am to 1 pm, unless another service is taking
place.

Saturday, Dec 21, 2024

3:00PM  Reconciliation Church
5:00PM  Vigil Mass Church
Sunday, Dec 22,2024  4th Sunday of Advent

8:00AM  Mass Church
10:00AM  Mass Church
11:00AM  RCIA de Porres Rm & Ruiz Rm
12:00PM  Mass Church
6:30PM  Penance Service Church

Monday, Dec 23, 2024 St. John of Kenty, Priest
8:00AM  Mass, Miraculous Medal Novena Church
6:00PM  Eucharistic Adoration Church

Tuesday, Dec 24, 2024
Christmas Eve
SMS Closed & Parish Office Closed

St. Adele, Abbess

4:00PM  Christmas Eve Vigil Mass Church
4:00PM  Christmas Eve Vigil Mass Cafeteria
6:30PM  Christmas Eve Vigil Mass Church
11:15PM  Christmas Carols Church
12:00AM  Midnight Mass Church
Wednesday, Dec 25, 2024
Christmas Day

10:00AM  Christmas Mass Church
12:00PM  Christmas Mass Church

Thursday, Dec 26, 2024  St. Stephen, Deacon & 1st
Martyr

8:00AM  No Mass

Friday, Dec 27,2024 St. John, Apostle & Evangelist
8:00AM  Mass Church

Saturday, Dec 28, 2024 The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
3:30PM  Reconciliation Church
5:00PM  Vigil Mass Church

Sunday, Dec 29, 2024
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

8:00AM  Mass Church
10:00AM  Mass Church
12:00PM  Mass Church

BULLETIN ARTICLE REQUESTS:
If you would like to send information to be
included in our bulletin, please email it to
bulletin@stmatthias.net by 9 AM, MONDAY,
5 business days before the needed bulletin
date (earlier for holiday weekends).
Approved content is published on a space-
available basis.

Bulletin deadlines for this holiday season
up to mid-January are accelerated by the
Publishers. Hence matters to be published
must be submitted 10 days earlier than
the usual time.
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A Message From Our Pastor

Dear Friends,
Merry Christmas!

Yes, even though today is the Fourth Sunday of Advent,
Christmas is getting close...and it is here in just two
days... Although we can't control its suddenness, and how our culture
celebrates it, we can keep the spirit of Christmas in our own home by
teaching our children the value of delayed gratification. Wait for the
party, wait to open a present. Read the Christmas story as a family.
Matthew and Luke are the Evangelists we can depend on for the birth
and infancy narratives of Jesus. The first two chapters from each of
these gospels are ideal for this purpose. Read at least one chapter each
day starting today.

This Christmas is very special because the Jubilee Year (celebrated every
25 years) will begin on December 24, 2024 (Christmas Eve) and conclude
on January 6, 2026 (Feast of the Epiphany). This was officially proclaimed
by Pope Francis in his papal bull titled Spes Non Confundit which means
“Hope Does Not Disappoint”.

It is customary that holy doors will be designated to enter through
during this Jubilee Year, first in Rome and then in each diocese
throughout the world. Holy Doors of the 2025 Jubilee of Hope in Rome
will be located at the four papal basilicas as well as at a prison. The first
Holy Door will be opened by Pope Francis at St. Peter’s Basilica on this
Christmas Eve to usher in the beginning of the Jubilee Year worldwide.

What is the significance? The Holy Doors are sacred portals. These doors
are ceremonially opened during Jubilee Years, symbolizing the spiritual
journey from sin to grace. For pilgrims, crossing these doors is a
profound act of faith, offering an opportunity for renewal, forgiveness,
and a deeper connection with the divine. The act of physically crossing
the threshold signifies a renewal of faith and a desire for spiritual
transformation. As Pope St. John Paul Il stated, "To pass through that
door means to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord; it is to strengthen faith in
him in order to live the new life which he has given us."

Let us all enter the Jubilee Year of Hope. The Christmas story is truly a
story of hope. May our Christmas be filled with the wonder of
“Emmanuel” (Matthew.1:23: God-with-us). May His peace and joy
illumine our hearts and our homes. ‘

Christmas Blessings!

Your brother in Christ,

Fr. Abraham Orapankal

www.stmatthias.net December 22, 2024

668



Monday Mal 3:1-4, 23-24 Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9,

Readings for the Week

10 and 14 Lk 1:57-66

Sun., December 22

Tuesday Morning 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 143, 16
Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29 Lk 1:67-79

Wednesday Vigil Is 62:1-5 Ps 89:4-5, 16-17,

27, 29 Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-

25

Tues., December 24

Wednesday Night Is 9:1-6 Ps 96: 1-2, 2-3, 11-

12,13 Ti 2:11-14 Lk 2:1-14

Wednesday Dawn Is 62:11-12 Ps 97:1, 6, 11-

12 Ti 3:4-7 Lk 2:15-20

Wednesday Day Is 52:7-10 Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4,

5-6 Heb 1:1-6 Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14

Thursday Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 Ps 31:3cd-4,
6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17 Mt 10:17-22

Friday 1 Jn 1:1-4 Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12

Jn20:13, 2-8

Saturday 1 Jn 1:5-2:2 Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8

Mt 2:13-18

Sunday Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-
28 Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 or Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10
Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or 1Jn 3:1-2, 21-24 Lk

2:41-52

Mon., December 23

Wed., December 25

5:00PM
8:00AM

10:00AM

12:00PM
8:00AM
4:00PM
4:00PM
6:30PM
12:00M
10:00AM

10:00AM

12:00PM

Thurs., December 26

Fri.,, December 27  8:00AM

Sat., December 28  5:00PM

Sun., December 29 8:00AM
10:00Am
12:00PM

Mass Intentions for the Week

Sat., December 21

Intention of Parishioners

Jack Shafranski, by The Dupras Family

Julian & Felsia De Guzman,
by The DeGuzman Family

Jack Frankenfield, by Deacon Russ & Monica
Julie Tatulli, by Mary Spozdzial

Norm & Michele Siebenlist, by Eileen Siebenlist
Judy Mallin Andrews, by Mom, Rose Mallin
Jack Shafranski, by Doherty Family

Mary Hoynoski, by Mary Nepote (Midnight)
Alice Meden, by Kathy Meden DeAngelis

Deceased Members of the De Guzman &
Valdez Families, by Alma

Joseph Kwakye, by Aunt Monica
No Mass
John Natale, by Vinnie & Joanne

Jose C. Domingo, Jr., by The Olegario Family

Intention of Parishioners

Blessings of Healing , Luz DeGuzman Menzel,
by The DeGuzman Family

Alejandria, Leonora & Connie Valdez,

by The Valdez Family

Pray for those who are sick...

If you or a family member are sick, please call the Parish Office or email prayer@stmatthias.net to add the name to
this list. Names will be listed in the bulletin for 6 weeks. Please let us know if this time period needs to be extended.
We want to know how you are doing and want to offer you the support of our prayers.

New people on our prayer list are noted in blue.

Sue Alese
Edgar Banaag
Carolyn Banghart
Ghislaine Baron
Samantha Bellouny
Carmen Bender
Mary Bostrom
Patricia Burke
Tara Capatosto
Rustico Castellano
Lisa DeFeo
Patrick Dolphin
Sanora Doyen
Andrea Dubuisson
Derowitsch Family
Hattie Evans
Margaret Ann Cichon
Ford

Pray for those who have died...

Sharon Gadomski
Heinley Gaspard
Emma Gergely
Claude Godet

Marie Godet

Fr. Ben Gomez OMI
Shelly Greene

Linda Hartong

Jeff Hentz

Marilyn Horvath
Jerry & Donna Hucul
Nicole Cherill Hynes
Marilyn Jensen
Jean Alix Jolly
Marie Claude Jolly
Donna Kahora
Patty Kerekes
Betsy Kondrat

Kim Krikorian

Kathy Langenbacher

Rose Larangeira

Linda Leone

Henrietta Lesiak

John Litrakis

Mary Lou Litrakis

Aries Magali

Kenneth & Kelly Magat

Susan, King & Tosh
Manansala

Colleen Maniscalco

Alexandra Marquez

Christine Matthews

Ann McElwee

Jessica Marie Merrick

Gail Miranda

Sarah Braun Morini

Richard Sury
Jacqueline Taylor
Anita Vance

Robert Pellegrino
Robert Pierro
Robert Pietrowiak

Randolff Pinard Minda Villarica
Valerie Polci Eileen Weber
Kim Price Nancy Whelan
Frank Rispoli Ginette Zamor
Gabriel Rivera Celia M. Zelinski
Bob Rotz Anne Zando

Marisa Ruppel

Maria Schwenzer And for all who areill,

Amy Shepp homebound, elderly,
Sr. Rosaria Shina, OSF  In nursing care, or
Timothy Siclari living with chronic

Catherine Steele iliness, we pray.

Sr. Bernadine Marie
Stemnock
Mary Sullivan

—— “His mercy endures forever.” Chronicles
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Joseph D. DuPont, Jr., brother of Linda Madison

December 22, 2024
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The preacher and his pregnant wife had left for a
conference in France, forgetting to give instructions for the
banner which was to decorate the hall at the Christmas
Carol Concert, the following weekend. The parish
secretary was astonished to receive a telegram from
France which read simply: UNTO US A SON IS BORN. NINE
FEET LONG AND TWO FEET WIDE. REV. AND MRS.

JOHNSON. ©

Q: What’s a sheep’s favorite Christmas song?
A: Fleece Navidad. ©

One of my four nephews just brought me wine and said,
“Here’s your Christmas juice,” and now he’s the one I’m
leaving everything in my will. ©

Knowing that the pastor enjoyed his drink, a hotel owner
offered him a case of cherry brandy for Christmas in
exchange for a free ad in the church newsletter. The pastor
agreed and ran this in the next issue: “The pastor would
like to thank Patrick Smith for his kind gift of a crate of fruit

and for the spirit in which he gave it to me.” ©

Smile with Your Family

L
S

The Hanukkah miracle is that the menorah oil lasted eight
extra days. | re-create this miracle with every tube of

toothpaste. ©

Experts agree the best way to save money on gift giving
this holiday season is by alienating all your friends and

family. ©

I told my sis-year-old that was not getting a cat because
Santa is allergic to them. Her response: “Google that and

prove it.” ©

My friend reviewed her young son’s fill-in-the-blank
homework. One line was: “At Christmas, we exchange gifts
with . His response: “Receipts.” ©

As we were putting out cookies for Santa on Christmas
Eve, | accidentally dropped one. “No problem,” | said,
picking it up and dusting it off before placing it back on the
plate. “You can’t do that,” argued my four-year-old. “Don’t
worry. Santa will never know.” He shot me a look. “So how
come he knows if I've been bad or good, and yet he

doesn’t know the cookie fell on the floor?” ©

FEELING RUSHED?

READ THIS TO SLOW DOWN!

Christmas is here, and you feel overwhelmed? Read on:

“Take time to be aware that in the very midst of our busy preparations for the celebration of Christ’s birth in
ancient Bethlehem, Christ is reborn in the Bethlehems of our homes and daily lives. Take time, slow down, be
still, be awake to the Divine Mystery that looks so common and so ordinary yet is wondrously present.

“An old abbot was fond of saying, ‘The devil is always the most active on the highest feast days.’

“The supreme trick of Old Scratch is to have us so busy decorating, preparing food, practicing music and
cleaning in preparation for the feast of Christmas that we actually miss the coming of Christ. Hurt feelings,
anger, impatience, injured egos—the list of clouds that busyness creates to blind us to the birth can be long,
but it is familiar to us all.” Edward Hays, A Pilgrim’s Almanac

MERCY QUOTE OF POPE FRANCIS

Christmas is here, and you feel overwhelmed? Read on:

Jesus' attitude is striking: we do not hear the words of scorn, we do not hear words of condem-
nation, but only words of love, of mercy, which are an invitation to conversation. "Neither do |
condemn you; go, and do not sin again." Ah! Brothers and Sisters, God's face is the face of a
merciful father who is always patient. Have you thought about God's patience, the patience
He has with each one of us? That is His mercy. He always has patience, patience with us, He un-
derstands us, He waits for us, He does not tire of forgiving us if we are able to return to Him
with a contrite heart. "Great is God's mercy," says the Psalm.

Page 4
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Reflect

Edith Stein's transforming "Visitation"

"Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of
your womb. ... "Luke 1: 39-45

The journey of Edith Stein from atheism to God, from
Jewish scholar to Carmelite nun, is one of the great
odysseys of faith. The former Jewish-atheist scholar died
as a Carmelite nun in the gas chamber of Auschwitz in
1942. Edith Stein - Sister Teresa Benedicta of the Cross -
was canonized in 1998. One of the most influential people
in Edith's life was the philosopher Adolf Reinach, her
professor at the University of Gottingen. In Reinach's
writings and teachings, Edith began to see the wisdom of
God illuminating the philosophical wisdom of the ages.
Both Professor Reinach and his wife, Anna, were
unstinting in their friendship and support to Edith, one of
the very few women pursuing higher studies in the early
days of the 20th century. Anna's friendship and counsel
were especially valued by Edith.

At the outbreak of World War |, the wise and humble
professor went off to fight for the German fatherland.
Awarded the Iron Cross for his bravery, Reinach was killed
in Flanders in 1917. When word of Reinach's death was
received, the devastated Edith immediately went to
comfort Reinach's young widow. Edith had no idea what
to say. But it was Anna who provided hope and
consolation to Edith. Despite her grief, Anna's trust in God
and the meaning of the Cross seemed stronger than ever.
Edith later wrote of that moment: "It was my first
encounter with the Cross and the divine power it bestows
in those who carry it. For the first time | was seeing with
my very own eyes the Church, born from its Redeemer's
sufferings, triumphant over the sting of death. That was
the moment when my unbelief collapsed and Christ shone
forth - in the mystery of the Cross."

Edith and Anna's "visitation" was a turning point in Edith's
own journey of faith, leading her to Christianity and
baptism, to profession as a religious, and, finally, to the
company of the saints. In today's Gospel, Mary travels "in
haste" to be with her cousin Elizabeth. Luke never says
exactly why she goes, but we can guess: Mary wants to be
with her beloved cousin in the last months of what must
have been a very difficult pregnancy, but also to seek the
elder Elizabeth's counsel and support during her own
tumultuous time. In Mary and Elizabeth's meeting and in
our own similar "visitations," the Spirit of God is present in
the healing, comfort and support we can extend to one
another in such moments. In the stirring of the infant in
Elizabeth's womb, God calls to humanity in every time and
place: | am with you every step of the way. | am with you in
every storm. | am with you when the night seems
unending. In Christ's birth, the inexplicable love of God
becomes real to us, the peace and justice of God become
possible.

Pages

www.stmatthias.net

“Advent Teufel” or Advent Devil

Maula Powers is a storyteller. In an issue of Catholic Digest
some years ago Ms. Powers told about a creature called
the “Advent Teufel.” Teufel is a German word for devil.
According to an old German folktale, it is the Advent Devil
who tries during the Advent season to keep people so
busy in outward affairs that they lose sight of the real
meaning of Christmas. The Advent Devil doesn’t want
people to have time to experience the rebirth of Christ
within themselves. The temptations of the Advent Devil
are diabolically clever. He makes it so easy for us to go
along with the flow of seasonal celebrations. The Advent
Devil’s business is to keep us so busy with holiday
obligations that we forego daily prayer, Scripture study,
and Church services. Some of us have been fighting the
Advent Devil this year. Hopefully, we now have him under
control. Just a couple more days. | hope you arein a
position to use that little bit of time that’s left to focus on
the real meaning of it all.

“May Christ be born in you!”

Sue Monk Kidd in her book From When the Heart Waits
writes about her visit to a monastery around Christmas
years ago. She passed a monk walking outside the church
and said “Merry Christmas.” And the monk replied, “May
Christ be born in you.” At the time, Ms. Kidd thought that
this was a very peculiar greeting. But she never forgot it.
And, with time, she came to realize the power of that
simple greeting: “May Christ be born in you.” When Christ
dwells within, there is peace. Pope St. John Paul Il, in his
Angelus message of December 19, 1999, explained that
Christmas is not simply the remembrance of the Event
that took place 2000 years ago when, according to the
Gospel, the power of God took on the frailty of a baby.

It is really about a living reality that is repeated every year
in the heart of believers. “The mystery of the Holy Night,
which historically happened two thousand years ago,
must be lived as a spiritual event in the ‘today’ of the
Liturgy,” the Pope clarified. “The Word who found a
dwelling in Mary’s womb comes to knock on the heart of
every person...” (5) Bethlehem reminds us that God is
with us in the person of Jesus Christ.

December 22, 2024
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“Could he be the Messiah?”’

Here is a story of the enormous difference that the
awareness of the presence of Christ among us could make
in our lives as individuals and as communities. A certain
Palestinian Jewish monastery in the first century before
Christ discovered that it was going through a crisis. Some of
the monks left, no new candidates joined them, and people
were no longer coming for prayer and consultation as they
used to. The few monks that remained were becoming old
and depressed and bitter in their relationship with one
another. The abbot heard about a holy man, a hermit living
alone in the woods and decided to consult him. He told the
hermit how the monastery had dwindled and diminished
and now looked like a skeleton of what it used to be. Only
seven old monks remained. The hermit told the abbot that
he had a secret for him. One of the monks now living in his
monastery was actually the Messiah, but he was living in
such a way that no one could recognize him. With this
revelation the abbot went back to his monastery,
summoned a community meeting and recounted what the
holy hermit had told him. The aging monks looked at each
other in disbelief, trying to discern who among them could
be the Christ. Could it be Brother Mark who prayed all the
time? But he had this holier-than-thou attitude toward
others. Could it be Brother Joseph who was always ready
to help? But he was always eating and drinking and could
not fast.

The abbot reminded them that the Messiah had adopted
some bad habits as a way of camouflaging his real identity.
This only made them more confused and they could not
make a headway figuring out who was the Christ among
them. At the end of the meeting what each one of the
monks knew for sure was that any of the monks, excepting
himself, could be the Christ. We need to recognize the real
presence of the Emmanuel in others. It is then that we will
treat others with respect and considerateness.

“Please come back again” ©

An electrician did a small job, one afternoon, for a popular
local restaurant. He met many of the employees and
management, and he was very impressed by how friendly
everyone was. He and his wife had never been there
before, so the following week, they went to the restaurant
for dinner. And, during dinner, the man kept mentioning to
his wife how nice everyone was when he did the job there
and that they almost made him feel like he was part of the
crew. They had a wonderful dinner, and finished off a bottle
of fine wine. When the check came, the man was amazed at
how little the bill was, and noticed that the waiter had
written "50% Off" on the check and deducted that amount.
He showed this to his wife. He mentioned just how
incredibly nice everyone was at this restaurant. And even
though he only worked there for just one afternoon, they
gave him this great discount. He paid the check and
thanked the waiter for the generosity of the restaurant and
staff.

On the way out, the man stepped into the kitchen to
personally thank the chef, and shook hands with everyone
on the crew (about a dozen employees), expressing his
appreciation for the great dinner and discount. He also left a
note for the owner, thanking him, and offering him 50% off
his next electrical maintenance job. On his way out the door,
he thanked the maitre d' for the generous discount. The
maitre d' then explained to him that not only did the man
and his wife get the discount, but everyone else in the place
did also. He said, "Sir, tonight, and every Tuesday, is 'Half-
Price Night.' But I have to tell you that you are the only
customer in the history of this restaurant to thank the entire
kitchen crew and the owner for having it.... Please come
back again!" One of the attributes of a grace-filled life is a
spirit of gratitude. What a wondrous and glorious blessing!
The Gospel today demonstrates that with a true spirit of
gratitude comes the spirit of generosity. The Magnificat
teaches gratitude; the Visitation teaches generosity.

The Irish Christmas Custom of Candles on Windows

The custom of placing lighted candles in the windows at Christmas was brought to America by the Irish.
When religion was suppressed throughout Ireland during the English persecution, the people had no
churches. Priests hid in the forests and caves and secretly visited the farms and homes to say Mass there
during the night. It was the dearest wish of every Irish family that at least once in their lifetime a priest
would arrive at Christmas to celebrate Mass. For this grace they hoped and prayed all through the year.

= When Christmas came they left their doors unlocked and placed burning candles in the windows so that

any prlest who happened to be in the vicinity could be welcomed and guided to their home through the dark night.
Silently the priest would enter through the unlatched door and be received by the devout inhabitants with fervent prayers
of gratitude and tears of happiness that their home was to become a church for Christmas. To justify this practice in the
eyes of the English soldiers, the Irish people explained that they burned the candles and kept the doors unlocked so that
Mary and Joseph, looking for a place to stay, would find their way to their home and be welcomed with open hearts.

The candles in the windows have always remained a cherished practice of the Irish, although many of them have long since
forgotten the earlier meaning. We all need to welcome the Messiah into our hearts. We all need to allow the Savior to be
reborn in our lives. Let us remember the famous lines of Alexander Pope: “What do | profit if Jesus is born in thousands of
cribs all over the world during this Christmas, but is not born in my heart?” Let us allow Him to be reborn in our lives during
Christmas 2013 and every day of the New Year 2024. Let us show the good will and generosity of sharing Jesus, our Savior
reborn in our hearts, with others by love, kindness, mercy, forgiveness and humble service.
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Pray

ADORATION PLEASE COME JOIN THE MANY WHO SPEND SOME QUIET TIME WITH
BLESSED SACRAMENT THE EUCHARISTIC LORD.

OUR NEXT ADORATION WILL BE MONDAY EVENING,

DECEMBER 23, 2024 FROM 6 PM 1O 8 PM.
WHEN THE DEACON IS AVAILABLE, WE CONCLUDE ADORATION WITH A
BENEDICTION.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU GO FOR ADORATION? YOU FALL IN LOVE!
ULTIMATELY, YOU CAN’T HELP THIS ONE! WHEN YOU SPEND MORE TIME WITH
AN OPEN HEART IN ADORATION AND JUST LET CHRIST LOVE YOU, THEN
YOU'LL FALL IN LOVE TOO. THAT LOVE WILL DEFINE YOU AND ALLOW YOU TO
BE YOURSELF.

“| CAME THAT THEY MAY HAVE LIFE, LIFE IN ALL ITS FULLNESS.” (JOHN 10:10)

X Glary S bod. 4 Oplatek Christmas Waters

5. The Oplatek (o-pwa-tek), Christmas Wafers, will be available in the parish office for you to take to
%y share with your family for Christmas. The word Bethlehem means “House of Bread”.

4 The breaking of the bread is a sign of charity, unity, and friendship. Religious family traditions and
customs bring the truths of Faith into the home. One of these beautiful Christmas customs is the

#; Christmas wafer.

S
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% AWafer bearing a simple design commemorative of Christ’s birth is broken by the head of the
Pracc ©u@arty 5y family and shared with everyone at the Christmas meal. With a simple prayer for God’s grace and
T People @ Goor AL 22 the welfare of the present and absent members of the family, the head family member breaks

e o e o T
Bt = e

* the Wafer and distributes it, a piece to each one at the table. While doing so each

member of the family is kissed and is wished a joyful feast. The other family members then greet one another in the
same way. All this brings to mind clearly our charity for one another, to seek salvation together. Family customs remind
us that we seek and obtain salvation with the help of others at all times.

s
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| e

OPENING MASS FOR THE HOLY YEAR 2025

Pope Francis has declared 2025 to be a Holy Year of :
Jubilee for the Catholic Church, an event that takes place
once every 25 years. Bishop James F. Checchio, in union
with his brother Bishops around the world, will celebrate
the Opening Mass for the Holy Year 2025 on the Solemnity
of the Holy Family, Saturday, December 27 at 5 p.m. at the
Cathedral of Saint Francis of Assisi in Metuchen, NJ.

All are welcome; no ticket required.

J RCIA
’l
RCIA We are very happy that we have a good group of adults and teens attending the new class for
iii RCIA (now renamed as OCIA). But you might know someone, in your families or friendship

\/ circles, who has not received the Sacrament of Holy Communion or Confirmation. Kindly ask
them to contact our RCIA Coordinators:

Anne Marie Francis at alfrancis.30@gmail.com or Mary Frances Reavey at mfreavey@gmail.com

We are making it easy for all to attend these sessions by meeting on Sundays after the 10 am Mass. These sessions

are conducted not in a lecture or class model but as a faith-sharing group that is truly fun to learn and have good

support in the faith journey. Anyone is welcome to attend any of these sessions.
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ST. MATTHIAS AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM H E LP
WORKERS NEEDED

St. Matthias School is in need of workers for our
After School Program.
The hours are 2:30PM-6:00PM.
Please email Mary Lynch, mlynch@stmatthiasnj.org & Tesh Barr, tbarr@stmatthiasnj.org
or call 732-828-1402 for more information.

SIYIS

SAINT MATTHIAS SCHOOL |

Serve
ACCOMPANIMENT PROJECT

E lFifr"iI?_"u . E The Accompaniment Project is a grant-funded initiative of the National Federation
e f.:ﬁ'i'lrr of Catholic Youth Ministry (NFCYM).

Lt Bl This survey is for people of ALL ages - feel free to share with anyone!
:: Your responses will help us create and sustain engaging ways to encounter Christ
and develop real relationships with anyone who wants to be accompanied on their
journey searching for meaning, joy, and purpose in their life. Thanks for taking
time to tell us what you think. YOU MATTER !!

Connect

COME CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY WITH THE
FRANKLIN HIGH SCHOOL MADRIGALS!

On Sunday, January 5, 2025, the Franklin High School Madrigals will sing a short concert of Christmas
music in the Church immediately after the noon Mass (at which our Children’s Choir is singing)

The Madrigals, under the direction of Ms. Kiera Radvanski (Deacon John’s daughter), have sung during
the Christmas season throughout central NJ. We are delighted that they are returning to St. Matthias for
their 20th Epiphany performance. Keira is even a former member of our St Matthias Children’s Choir!

Come support this talented group of young musicians and enjoy their beautiful Christmas selections.

Our St. Matthias January GIFT session will take place right after the Madrigals concert.
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Give (and Receive!)

Stewardship Totals for Fiscal Year July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025 Last Year's Total

Current Month In-Pew/Mail | Parish Giving Weekly Total Weekly Total
Week 22 - Dec. 1, 2024 | $12,927.55| $9,940.50 $22,868.05 $27,688.50
Week 23 - Dec. 8,2024 | $15,032.00| $25,027.00 $40,059.00 $33,617.75
Week 24 - Dec. 15, 2024 $22,252.35
Week 25 - Dec. 22, 2024 $17,325.05
Week 26 - Dec. 29, 2024 $27,574.25

Month-to-date Total December Total Last Year

Retirement Fund for Religious: $4,467.00 $62,927.05 $128,457.90
Current Year-to-date Total | Year-to-date as of December 31, 2023

$575,606.01 $579,954.57

REMINDER!

When we contribute via check, the Chase Bank requires that the checks must be made out to
“Church of St. Matthias.”
No other variation of this designation will be acceptable due to greater security controls.

Stewardship Reflection December 22, 2024 Reflexidnese - 22 de diciembre de 2024
4th Sunday of Advent 4° Domingo de Adviento

“For behold, when the voice of your greeting came tomy  “Porque he aqui, que cuando oi tu saludo, el bebé salt6 de
ears, the babe in my womb leaped for joy.” (LUKE 1:44) alegria en mi vientre.” (LUCAS 1:44)
When you hear the scripture readings and Gospel reading ¢Salta de alegria cuando escucha la lectura de las escrituras y
at Mass, do you “leap for joy?” If not, don’t blame the del Evangelio en la Misa? Si no es asi, no culpe al lector o al
lecturer or priest, rather look inside yourself. What are sacerdote, mds bien mire dentro de si mismo. ;Qué esta
you doing to grow in friendship with Jesus? How do you haciendo para que crezca su amistad y amor a Jesus? ;Cémo
prepare for Mass each week? Do you just show up and se prepara para la Misa cada semana? ;Simplemente se
expect to be entertained? As the Body of Christ, we are presenta en la misa y espera ser entretenido? Como Cuerpo de

called to be active participants, not just passive observers. ~ Cristo, somos llamados a participar activamente, no solo a ser
observadores pasivos.

GleINGTUESDAY IS BACK!

GivingTuesday is an opportunity for people to give back in many
different ways: through acts of kindness, gifts of voice, time, talent, or
treasure. Our parish of St. Matthias has been blessed with generous
parishioners who always responded joyfully to every need of our
community. Please consider donating to St. Matthias Church as one of your GivingTuesday
contributions. Every contribution no matter how small goes towards making
improvements to our church. Thank you for your goodness.

Scan the QR code or visit: www.stmatthias.net/givingtuesday/
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Connecting to Our Local Community

THE BODY OF CHRIST CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP

St. Francis Cathedral 32 EIm St., Metuchen, NJ 08840
Thursdays at 8:00PM on Zoom & in person, located in the building where Eucharist Adoration is held.

Includes: Talks, Bible Readings, Music & Fellowship.
Contact Pamela Gendlek at 732-548-0100 or email her at info@stfranciscathedral.org, before going in case its been
cancelled for any reason.

YEAR END DAY OF PRAYER

= Tuesday, December 31 from 9:30am-3pm

"-—ff|. Spend this last day of the year reflecting on the many gifts God has bestowed on you. Day begins
- and ends with communal prayer. Bring a bag lunch. In Person Program.

$20-$30 as you are able

Registration for all offerings is required 10 days in advance to avoid the program being cancelled.
You can register and pay for any program at www.msmhope.org.

MOUNT SAINT MARY
House of Prayer

1651 US Highway 22
Watchung, NI 07069

HEARING ASSISTANCE IS AVAILABLE IN OUR CHURCH

Did you know that we have a hearing assistance listening system in our Church? Part of the system
includes portable receivers which are available to be borrowed and returned following Mass. They are
located in the vesting sacristy in our church. If you are interested in testing the system, please speak to
any of our priests or deacons to pick the receiver up before Mass and to return it after Mass.

ROSARY for LIFE

Come Pray a Rosary for Life (in solidarity with those at the March for Life in
Washington, DC and across the country). Bishop Checchio is scheduled to attend!
Friday, January 24, 2025 at 1:00 pm on Main Street in Woodbridge.

Park and meet in the St. James Parish parking lot at 12:45 pm
(369 Amboy Ave, Woodbridge, NJ)

There is a 12:10 pm daily Mass at St. James for those who wish to attend.

For more information, contact amarshall@diometuchen.org or call 732-562-1543.

Parish Leadership

Parish Pastoral Council: Co-Secretaries: Trustees: Parish Finance Council:

Co-Chairs:
Stephen Busono
sbusono@gmail.com

Bill Isele
t33sm@aol.com

Sheila Tartaglia
Teresa Yannotta

Joe Percoco

Miles London

Fr. Lancelot McGrath,

Pearl Scott

Marge Richards

Kester Hector, Chair
FinanceCouncil
@stmatthias.net
Carmen Driz-Melilli
Barry Dusault
Joan Pritchard

Mary Pat Burke-Grospin,
Ex-Officio

Fr. Abraham, Ex-Officio

Fr. Abraham, Ex-Officio

About St. Matthias (please contact the staff members on the cover for up-to-date information)

St. Matthias School is a
PreK3 through 8™ grade
school rooted in faith,

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Sessions are held four times a year for (RCIA)- If you are interested in
registered parishioners. Please becoming a Catholic or completing — '

tact the parish office before the T |nsp|red_by love, and dedicated to
. . o CEINES PEMHEIIE Sl the Sacraments of.lnltlatlon ; academic excellence. Before and
Marriage — Registered parishioners baby is born. The sacrament of Baptism/Confirmation/Eucharist, please  after School Care Programs are
should contact the parish office a year Baptism is celebrated on the second  call the Parish Office. available. Come visit!

before the desired wedding date. and fourth Sunday of each month, Contact 732-828-1402 to schedule a
except during Lent. tour.

Parish Registration — Welcome to Baptism — Baptismal Preparation
St. Matthias! Please register on our
website. www.stmatthias.net/join-us,
or visit the Parish Office.

December 22, 2024
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MIDDLEBUSH
VOLUNTEER In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

FIRE DEPT. (S0 U TRl French Drains - Foundation Repair - Mold Remediation

B OTT STREET Bathroom Remodelin
IRE FIGHTERS NEEDED g All Work Guaranteed

MIDDLEBUSH VOLUNTEER.FIRE DEPARTMENT WE WILL TRAIN! Gfgéizlzggli/ll;ﬁ(l)e S 732-777-7888
)middlebushfire.com P www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

Heated Floors
H Backsplashes Mallory s Army Foundation
Dlocese Of MetUChen Showerlf Doors United Toge%;er InThe Fl}g/ht Against Bullying...
g athO“C Cemetel‘ies 732-514-1500 Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
and Crematory Lic# 13VHOOTRI600 [ty ) s a1
(Parishioner) Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started. & Mesageanddotaratsmoyapoy

HI Cross Burggg-94R§s:lgag;ggjrial Park PROTECTIVE An Assisted Living

840 Cranbury-South River Rd.  Hoes Lane and Park Ave. PAVI N G (M and Memor y Care
Jamesburg, NJ 08831 Piscataway, N] 08854 SPRINGHILLS Community in your

www.diometuchen.org/cemeteries LVE RAseY neighborhood.

ROOFING * CHIMNEY * MASONRY °* DECKING RE-IMAGINE SCHEDULE A
20+ Years in Business SEN](—) R I,]\'IN(_; TOUR TODAY!
- $1,000 DRIVEWAYS
! 3 OFF ANy NEw PROJECTS PARKI NG LOTS 732.873.4800
473 Demott Lane

PRO GEN .4 15906 FULLY INSURED
—_— il FREE ESTIMATES Somerset, NJ 08873

732-828-4177}

WE FIND & FIX LEAKS b

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED « LIC# 13VH12761400

862-222-1016

¢ www.springhills.com

SOMERSET, NJ
SERVING ALL OF NEW JERSEY
catholicmatch’ - 732-565-1500
e — 49 VERONICA AVE. SUITE #204 i
New Jersey Associates, L.L.C. SOMERSET NI 08873 I") Red Cross
Comprehensive Make a Difference in Your Community
Cataract/Cornea
Glaucoma/Retina Vo LU NTE E R
Soft & Specialty with the American Red Cross
Roopinder K. Francesca K. Contact Lens Fitting Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer
[LCHEEIETEELEE IS Al Grewal, M.D. Lee, O.D. www.edisonophthalmology.com

Rutgers Dining Services

NOW HIRING

4

Per Diem & Hourly Employees

Hiring events held Tuesday at 10am at 177 Ryders Lane, New Brunswick, NJ 08901. To register
for an upcoming session, call 848-932-8469 or email us at edofficeadmin@dining.rutgers.edu.

Event Dates

October 22 October 29
November 5 November 12 APPLY ONLINE
November 19 December 3

December 10 Apply prior to an event
for on-the-spot interviews!

R RUTGERS—NEW BRUNSWICK
Dining Services .t m
Division of Student Aftirs go.rutgers.edu/rudining
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terstone

Wa
WEALTH ADVISORS, LLC

John C. Moynihan, CFP®

Certified Financial Planner™, practitioner

Somerset, NJ
732.873.0433 - www.wwallc.net

Practical Solutions for Managing Wealth

I { Steve’s
&%’1 Pizza & Restaurant
|

900 Easton Ave. Somerset Village
732-247-0400

I $1 50 Off Large 18” Ple_I

SOLD

 WELLNESS CENTER

BARROOD

Selling, Buying or Renting

Houses - Call us for help!
700 EASTON AVE., SOMERSET

732-846-1661

Good people, great service, since 1940

908-328-2112
QuantumLightWellness.com

PARISHIONER

Event Space Rental
Green Brook:NJ 08812
908-532-3141

thday,Bahy Shower,Meetings
grandcentraljerseyevents.com

BRIGHT VIEW
POWERWASHING
& PAINTING

Greg Dente, Owner/Operator
Somerset & surrounding areas

Ny Paming ic W Ecriclic 19145
7617 8 935 FVAC Lic

;53«&

7&[&/@ @

Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric

American
Stamdard.

WEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING

732-247-2763

696 Franklin Blvd., Somerset, NI 08873
www jackdolanandsons.com info{@jackdolanandsons.com

BRUNSWICK FURNITURE OUTLET, LLC
330 Townsend St., New Brunswick, NJ

Friendly & Reliable Services
Free estimates - Guaranteed work
We keep our promises « No job too small
POWERWASHING
& SMALL PAINTING WORK

908.812.2061

GLEASON FUNERAL HOME
AT NEED CARE ¢ PRE-NEED ¢« MONUMENTS
PARISHIONER OWNED
William K. Gleason, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 4489
1360 HAMILTON STREET ¢« SOMERSET, NJ

732-545-0700

WWW.GLEASONFUNERALHOME.cOM

SENIOR
HOME AIDE
Trustworthy and
reliable home aide
available to assist in

taking care of your home.|;

Call or text

WE’RE HIRING!

Substitute Teachers & Support Staff throughout New Jersey

Apply today at SOURCEﬁTEACHERS.com

@ REMIX

QOur Town

| April Tarantino
Broker Associate

(732)873-9063 " i orel

www.HomeHelpersHomeCare.com/Somerset

Direct: (732) 735-3511 R
Rafael SeHabla Espanol (908) 344-6152 | apriltarantino@hotmail. " somernct N 08373
for details and Wopantitea | e e
732.354.4420 \ 4 to schedule help. 31 Years Experience - Somerset Specialist
Your Trusted AJS PAINTING !
d‘f ome Helpers - Home Care Provider! TONY 's_lcSmNELLA, PARISHIONER RAI KE S
Making Like Easier® Personal & Companion Care Ouner Operated,Free Proposals Home Im provement LLC

Meticulous, Guaranteed Work
Highest Quality, Affordable Price
No Job Too Small - Since 2001

732-873-8477

732-249-7113

JFully Insured Lic. 13VH06498900 www.raikesh

provemer 1it.com

National Public Adjustment
Arnold Espiritu | (732) 850-4142
Private/Public Insurance Claims Adjuster
Parishoner Owned
Wind, Rain, Fire, Water, Plumbing,
Vandalism, Snow, Ice, Mold, etc.

: D’Angiolillo

°Ch1r0pract1c Center

& Find out more about us
and how we can help you!

Angie’s List Award

Winner 2015 20263%m DQT
o-om D
WWW. mySDB com

0:732-369-6387
M: 732-343-5450

.
star22home showr

www.star22home.com

$10, 000 Complete
KITCHENS - BATHROOMS

Bathroom Remodel.
Labor /Materials

Visit Our Website @
www.DrJoeD.com

(732) 873-2222

PROFESSIONAL CENTER

22 Plainfield Ave.,
Piscataway, NJ
QUALITY
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
Serving Central NJ Since 1986
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

SALES/SERVICE

ELECTRIC, PLUMBING Al Majo:'CCred|: caris Asccepted
HEATING & COOLING P. Lic. #12425 « E. Lic. #9526

NJ Reg #13VH02047500 » HVAC Lic. 1510
NOW HIRING QUALIFIED TEAM MEMBERS

732-247-7390 - www.DaltonElectricCo.com

1186 LIVINGSTON AVENUE, NORTH BRUNSWICK, NJ

AT SOMERSET

11 Clyde Road, Suite 103
Somerset, NJ 08873

Serving Our Community
Since 1985

Frankli

732.8

tgr“(ﬁ(' H_’(% (L’) f/( THE:

BOYLAN ..

New Brunswick, NJ 08901
732-545-4040

- FIND YOUR NEW BEST FRIEND. S8

'v $60 adoption fee | animals are spayed/neutered, micro-chipped & up-to-date on shots =" \:r "

475 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873

We Install & Construct

* Windows * Finished Basements  ° Siding
* Doors « Kitchens * Roofing
* Decks « Baths  Custom Interior Woodwork

Power Washing
Homes ¢ Decks ¢ Sidewalks ¢ Driveways ¢ Stoops ° Etc.

No Job Too Small! Cabinet Refacing Parishioner

Pt Lo Home Cﬁ
n ”7/ HW COLDWELL BANKER

KATHLEEN FARAH SPERO  REALTY
Realtor®, Broker, SRS, SRES

C 908.331.0859 « O 908.879.4900
Kathleen.Spero@CBRealty.com

SperoSellsNJ.com
Owned by a subsidiary of Anywhere Advisors LLC

2 sks
Fertilizer - Weed Control
Seeding & Grading
908-809-8366
www.farahlandscapedesign.com

TURr

E&RA,H]

in Township Animal Shelter

Ad sponsored by

73.2500 x6255 |TUe-Fri 12-3 & Sat 12-6  seondancefr il

Robert Fox, Manager
N.J. License No. 4371
10 Wooding Avenue
www.BoylanFH.com Edison, NJ 08817

Family owned and operated since 1958

732-572-0076
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