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This Week @ St. Matthias

Masses are also livestreamed on our YouTube
channel: youtube.com/c/StMatthiasSomersetNJ

The Church is open for individual prayer

Mon-Fri: 7:30 am to dusk , Sat: 9 am to 6pm, and

Sun: 7:30 am to 1 pm, unless another service is taking
place.

Sunday, Dec 3, 2023 1st Sunday of Advent
8:00AM  Mass Church
10:00AM  Mass Church

John XXIIl Rm
Church
Church, John XXIII & Clsrms

11:00AM  Rosary Altar Society Mtg.
12:00PM  Mass
2:00PM  GIFT

Monday, Dec 4, 2023 St. John Damascene,
Priest & Doctor
Mass /Miraculous Medal Novena Church

Eucharist Adoration Church

8:00AM
6:00PM

Tuesday, Dec5, 2023 St. Sabbas the Sanctified,

Abbot
8:00AM Mass Church
6:30PM  GIFT Church, John XXIII & Clsrms
6:30PM  SMS Multi-sport Club Cafeteria
7:30 PM  SVDP mtg.

Wednesday, Dec 6, 2023 St. Nicholas, Bishop of

Myra
8:00AM Mass, St. Joseph Novena Church
9:30AM  Prayer Group 1Holy Spirit de Porres Rm

2:00PM Bereavement Group de Porres Rm

7:00PM Eucharist Presentation - B John XXIIIl Rm

7:30PM  Folk Grp Rehearsal Church
Thursday, Dec 7, 2023  St. Ambrose, Archbishop &
Doctor

8:00AM  Mass Church
3:30PM  Children’s Choir Gr. 3 & 4 Church
4:00PM  Children's Choir Gr. 5-8 Church
7:30PM  Sunday 10AM Choir Rehearsal Church

Friday, Dec 8, 2023 Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary — Holy Day of Obligation

8:00AM Mass Church
12:10AM  Mass Church
7:30PM  Mass Church

Saturday, Dec 9, 2023 St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
3:00PM  Reconciliation Church
5:00PM  Vigil Mass Church

2nd Sunday of Advent
8:00AM  Mass Church
10:00AM  Mass-Sign Language Interpreter  Church
& Family Mass
11:00AM Children’s Liturgy of the Word K-5
John XXIIl Rm
11:00AM 1st Reconciliation Prep #3 Church & clsrms

Sunday, Dec 10, 2023

11:00AM  Rosary Altar Society Mtg. John XXIII Rm
12:00PM  Mass Church
4:00PM  SMYLE Youth Grp. Cafeteria

Bulletin Article Requests:
If you would like to send information to be
included in our bulletin, please email it to
bulletin@stmatthias.net by 9 AM, MONDAY,
5 business days before the needed bulletin date
(earlier for holiday weekends). Approved
content is published on a space-available basis.
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From Our Pastor

Dear Friends,

We are happy that our “Spread the Light Christmas Tree”
campaign is on track despite some hiccups along the way.
Seven parishes, including ours, had decided to collaborate in
buying the trees from the same Tree company. But all of us
were disappointed at the much smaller size of the trees
delivered instead of what we had ordered. We complained to
the company and they replaced more than half of our trees that were too
small. Hence we are able to do justice to all our parishioners and others who
sponsored the trees, though there may be slight variations in size. Thank you
for your understanding of a situation beyond our control. Hearty thank you to
Jo-Ann Piagentini and Pat Cullen who coordinated the entire project with the
help of so many of our parishioners and staff - too many to name here. Enjoy
the ethereal beauty of these 300 trees lit for over a month from now, and
invite your families and friends to come and enjoy the same.

This first Sunday of Advent reminds us to enter this holy season of
preparation for Christmas with hope. Unlike the animals, we are blessed with
the ability to think about the future. We need to do it with hope rather than
hopelessness. One of the reasons why we read the Old Testament passages
during Advent is to learn about the hopes of the people of those times. They
longed for restoration of order and peace in a world of division and conflict as
they awaited the Messiah. Our hopes are no different from theirs: lasting
peace, tranquil lives, sufficiency of food, end to conflicts, suffering and pain.
The difference is that we know that the Messiah has come and so we await
the anniversary of his coming as well as be conscious of his second coming at
the end of time.

The Advent practices are meant to help us welcome the Messiah in our hearts
in a very conscious way. The lighting of the Advent wreath is a beautiful
practice that happens in our church each Sunday of Advent. But it is a lovely
practice that more and more families are doing at home. Please see in today’s
bulletin a short prayer service for the families who plan to have an Advent
wreath lighting at home.

Jesus is ‘Word made flesh’ and so we need to listen to God’s Word more
frequently. In the recent months, many of our parishioners have been taking a
copy of “The Word Among Us” monthly publication. Some of you have told
me that the daily scripture readings, prayers and reflections in them were very
helpful. | am happy that we offered this free for our parishioners even though
| was told to follow the practice in some parishes where an offering of a dollar
per book is in place. No matter what, growing in familiarity with the Word is
truly a great preparation for Christmas.

Let us not forget that receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation is the best
spiritual preparation for Christmas. Both of us priests plan to be available for
confessions during the whole season of Advent: weekdays after the 8 am
Mass, and a longer time on Saturdays from 3:00 — 4:30 pm. If these times are
not convenient, you can call any of us and make an appointment. | would
encourage you to plan early to take advantage of this Sacrament that brings
so much peace of heart.

Let us all live Advent and make it a fruitful experience.
Your brother in Christ,

Fr. Abraham Orapankal

www.stmatthias.net November 26, 2023
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Readings for the Week Mass Intentions for the Week

Monday, December 4, 2023 Is 2:1-5 Ps 122:1-  Saturday, Dec 2 5:00PM  Craig Slyman, by Mom & Dad

2,34b, 4¢d5, 67, 89 Mt 8:5-11 Sunday, Dec 3 8:00AM  David Lacson, by The Derikito Family
Tuesday, December 5, 2023 Is 11:1-10 Ps 72:1 . . .
2,78, 123,17 Lk10:2124 10:00AM  Bill Murphy, by Murphy Family

12:00PM  Intenti f Parishi
Wednesday, December 6, 2023 Is 25:6-10a nrention of Farishioners
Ps 23:1-33,3b-4,5,6 Mt 15:29-37 Monday, Dec 4 8:00AM  Beatrice V. English, by Vinnie

Thursday, December 7, 2023 Is 26:1-6 Ps Tuesday, Dec 5 8:00AM Caroline Williar.ns, .
118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a Mt 7:21, 24-27 by Mary Jo & Jim Masucci

Friday, December 8, 2023 Gn 3:9-15, 20 Ps Wednesday, Dec6 8:00AM  Jack Sullivan, by Mary & Family

8:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 Eph 1:3-6, 11-12 Lk 1:26-38 . .
E 330, 304 EpR 13 3 Thursday, Dec 7 8:00AM  Jim Isola, by Joanne Pisciotta

Benito & Genarda Capuno,
by The Capuno Family

Saturday, December 9, 2023 Is 30:19-21, 23-
26 Ps 147:1-2,3-4,5-6 Mt 9:35-10:1, 53, 6-8  Friday, Dec 8 8:00AM

Sunday, December 10, 2023 Is 40:1-5, 9-11

12:10PM  Edith Casaclang, by daughter Grace
Ps 85:9-10-11-12, 13-14 2 Pt 3:8-14 Mk 1:1-8

7:30PM  Arielle Albani, by The Albani Family

ﬂ Saturday. Dec -00PM Paul & Maureen Doyle Endres,
¥ 9 > by Isabelle & John Baker
Sunday, Dec 10 8:00AM Intention of Parishioners

Brita Marrero & Hans Ammann,
by Mike & Julie Burke

First Sunday in Advent 12:00PM  Mary Gidaro, by Mary Pat Burke

10:00AM

Pray for those who are sick...

If you or a family member are sick, please call the Parish Office or email Kelly Counts at kcounts@stmatthias.net fo
add the name to this list. Names will be listed in the bulletin for 6 weeks. Please let us know if this time period needs
to be extended. We want to know how you are doing and want to offer you the support of our prayers.

New people on our prayer list are noted in blue.

Carolyn Banghart Linda Hartong Christine Matthews Sr. Rosaria Shina, OSF
Samantha Bellouny Marilyn Horvath Ann McElwee Sr. Bernadine Marie
Tara Capatosto Amanda Isele Jessica Marie Merrick Stemnock

Elizabeth Card Baby Elaine Isele Gail Miranda Jacqueline Taylor

Kyle Davidson Bill Johnson Robert Pellegrino Anita Vance

Lisa DeFeo Renée Jolly Robert Pietrowiak Eileen Weber

Zenon DeGuzman Bill Kelleher Randolff Pinard Nancy Whelan

Marlene DiMaggio Betsy Kondrat Valerie Polci Ginette Zamor

Hattie Evans Armando D. Liban Kim Price Anne Zando

Heinley Gaspard Mary Lou Litrakis Denise Pultro

Claudia Gemgnani John Litrakis Doris Regan And for all who are ll,
Emma Gergely Denis Loboda Gabriel Rivera homebound, elderly, in
Gerry & Jack Gernert Aries Magali Arina Robinson nursing care, or living with
Marie Godet Al Maglio Maria Schwenzer chronic illness, we pray.
Shelly Greene Alexandra Marquez Amy Shepp

Pray for those who have died... —— “His mercy endures forever.” Chronicles

Page 3 www.stmatthias. net November 26, 2023
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Reflect

L]
S

If you meet a turkey the day after Thanksgiving, what do
you call it? = Lucky! ©

Little Johnny's kindergarten class was on a field trip to their
local police station where they saw pictures, tacked to a
bulletin board, of the 10 most wanted men. One of the
youngsters pointed to a picture and asked if it really was
the photo of a wanted person. "Yes," said the policeman.
"The detectives want him very badly." So Little Johnny
asked, "Why didn't you keep him when you took his
picture?" ©

My mother in law came for a visit so | asked her - How long
do you plan to stay? Just until | start getting on your
nerves, she replied. Oh, so you won't even stay for a
coffee? ©

Upgrade mine: “Mom, our Sunday school teacher said that
God made our brains and they are like computers; when is
God going to upgrade mine?” ©

Smile with Your Family

L]

o

Kidding?: Reaching the end of a job interview, the Human
Resources Officer asks a young engineer fresh out of the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, "And what starting
salary are you looking for?" The engineer replies, "In the
region of $150,000 a year, depending on the benefits
package." The interviewer inquires, "Well, what would you
say to a package of five weeks vacation, 14 paid holidays,
full medical and dental, company matching retirement fund
to 50% of salary, and a company car leased every two years,
say, ared Corvette?" The engineer sits up straight and says,
"Wow! Are you kidding?" The interviewer replies, "Yeah,
but you started it." ©

A pedestrian steps off the curb and into the road without
looking and promptly gets knocked flat by a passing cyclist.
“You were really lucky there,” says the cyclist. “What on
earth are you talking about! That really hurt!”” says the
pedestrian, still on the pavement, rubbing his head. The
cyclist replies, “Well, usually | drive a bus!” ©

Parenting Tune-Up

one kind, joyful, or positive act.

Advent begins Dec. 3. Although too often considered as
the Christmas shopping season our Church reminds us
that it is a time to "Be watchful! Be alert!" (Mark 13:33)
During this Advent each day watch your child and note

Marriage Tune-Up e}
"Be watchful! Be alert!" (Mark 13:33)

Q@
Advent has begun. Each day try to
notice one act of helpfulness or kindness that
your beloved does. Don't take each other for
granted.

From the Pastoral Council

AN INVITATION FROM THE PASTORAL COUNCIL

Dear Parishioners,

/ﬁ"ﬂ‘-

T W |

)L a\\“i“s"mi <

This year is the 40th anniversary of the ordination of Fr. Abraham. Many of you may already know this
from the July issue of the Catholic Spirit that covered this year's significant anniversaries of the priests of
our diocese. Father is not interested in any extravagant celebration. So the plan is to have a simple and
modest celebration on Sunday, December 17, 2023 (the actual date of his ordination). We, the Parish
Pastoral Council members, cordially invite you to attend the Jubilee Mass on that Sunday at 12 noon and

afterward join a fellowship meal in the cafeteria.

Sincerely,

Marilyn Wegg and Frank Rees

For the Parish Pastoral Council

Page 4
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WALK SLOW ... ENJOY EVERY MOMENT

"Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the time will
come." Mark 13: 33-37

Every morning, she goes for a walk with her two daughters.
The first half goes quickly. The three walk the third-of-a-mile
up the road to the older daughter's kindergarten at the end
of their street. She hugs her five-year-old goodbye and sends
her on her way.

Then she and her four-year-old, Poesy, turn around and start
back. The return trip home lasts as long as Mom is willing to
let it. They cover the same third-of-a-mile, but the pace is
slower and the path meandering, as Poesy stops to probe
the mysteries along the way: investigating a storm drain,
examining a fallen scarlet maple leaf, scaling a water puddle
(missing the first couple of attempts). She discovers a twig
and leaf and excitedly shows her mother how, together,
they make a flag. "Mommy! Look!" Poesy cries as she points
to a beautiful rainbow hovering over the mist created by a
water sprinkler. Her attention constantly revolves, to a dog
one second, to a feather the next, then to an eye-catching
pebble. Mom hides her impatience. There's a great deal to
be done today. Both have places to be. While Mom cherishes
this time with her daughter, she's aware that the clock is
ticking.

But still . . . "Watching her, | feel the rush of time," she
writes, "and | realize just how soon these walks of ours will
end. Come September she will be in kindergarten; I will
leave both girls at school and walk on my own. Once again
I'll travel as quickly as | want to, but the appeal of that has
now faded away. These slow morning rambles with my four-
year-old - the new day glimmering around us, the sun warm
on our backs - are the most fleeting kind of pleasure. I'll try
to remember, later, what she did and said, but the feeling of
the moment, sweet and simple, will be gone. "I stop walking,
looking over my shoulder for Poesy. When she gets to me, |
reach down and take her hand."

On this First Sunday of Advent, Jesus urges us to appreciate
what this mom comes to realize on her morning walk with
her daughters: that life is precious, that our world changes,
that our time is limited. Father Richard Rohr writes that
faith and spirituality begin with "seeing. It's not about
earning or achieving but about "paying attention": paying
attention to the presence of God in every joy and sorrow, in
every pain and trauma, in every victory and setback before
us. Advent calls us to "watch," to be "alert" to the presence
of God in the love of family and friends, to find the true
meaning and purpose of our lives in moments of
compassion, forgiveness, and generosity.

Pages

www.stmatthias.net

AN ADVENT PROJECT

Every morning when we get up, let us pray, “Lord, show
me someone today with whom | may share your love,
mercy and forgiveness.” Mother Teresa of Calcutta once
said, "Whatever you do in your family, for your children,
for your husband, for your wife, you do for Jesus." Every
night when we go to bed, let us ask ourselves, “Where
have | found Christ today?” The answer will be God’s
Advent gift to us that day. By being alert and watchful we
will receive an extra gift: Christ himself. Let us remember
the saying of St. Thomas Aquinas: "Without God, I can't.
Without me, He won't."

WHAT ABOUT ETERNITY?

We are so future-oriented concerning our life here on earth
that we often forget the life beyond entirely. We spend too
much time trying to protect ourselves against future
misfortunes. We save for a rainy day, to get married, to buy
a home, to send the children to college, to retire in comfort
and to protect ourselves against future misfortunes. But
we need to be more spiritually wakeful and prepare for our
eternal life because we can die any day, and that is the end
of the world for us. Let this Advent season be the time of
such a preparation for us.

ADVENT!... WAKE UP! ... BUT TO WHAT?

Do you remember the movie Awakening?

Robert De Niro plays the part of a patient who, for thirty
years, does not move or speak. A particularly, sensitive and
enterprising doctor tries out some new theories and lo and
behold, the patient begins to move around, talk and feel.
For a brief period he returns to this world and announces
to those amazed folks around him that he is back: “I have
been away for quite some time.... now | am back.” He be-
comes gradually aware of the love and concern that sur-
rounds him and what is really alive inside of his heart and
soul. —It is never too late to wake up. Morning is when you
wake up. Advent is a nice time to wake up. Wake up to give
an account of your stewardship. Wake up into a time for
giving and sharing, a time that we are called to be thankful
and prepare our hearts for the Christ child. Wake up and
open your eyes in Faith to see God present and active in
your life and in your world.

November 26, 2023
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WHAT “IMMACULATE CONCEPTION” OF MARY MEANS

There's a popular misunderstanding that it refers to Jesus'
conception by the Virgin Mary. It doesn't. Instead, it refers
to the special way in which the Virgin Mary herself was
conceived. This conception was not virginal. (That is, she
had a human father Joachim as well as a human mother
Anne.) But it was special and unique in another way. The
Catechism of the Catholic Church (no.490) explains it this
way: “To become the mother of the Savior, Mary “was
enriched by God with gifts appropriate to such a role.” The
angel Gabriel at the moment of the annunciation salutes her
as “full of grace”. Through the centuries the Church has
become ever more aware that Mary, “full of grace” through
God, was, from the first moment of her conception, by a
singular grace and privilege of almighty God and by virtue of
the merits of Jesus Christ, Savior of the human race,
preserved immune from all stain of original sin.”

Being a Holy Day of Obligation, you are invited to attend
any of the three Masses we have this Friday: 8 am, 12:10 pm
and 7:30 pm.

WESLEY, LUTHER AND A GARDENER

Once John Wesley was asked what he would do if he knew
this was his last day on earth. He replied, "At 4 o'clock |
would have some tea. At 6 | would visit Mrs. Brown in the
hospital. Then at 7:30 | would conduct a mid-week prayer
service. At 10 | would go to bed and would wake up in
glory."

When Martin Luther was asked what he would do on the
day of Jesus' return, he said he would go out and plant a
tree. Bible tells us that Christ expects each of us to be about
our work so that when he comes, he will find us in gainful
and constructive employment, taking care of the world as
his trustees.

Some years ago a tourist visited the Castle Villa Asconti on
the shores of Lake Como in northern Italy. Only the old
gardener opened the gates and the visitor stepped into the
garden, which was perfectly kept. The visitor asked when
the owner was last there. He was told, "Twelve years ago."
Did he ever write? No. Where did he get instructions? From
his agent in Milan. Does the master ever come? No. "But,
you keep the grounds as though your master were coming
back tomorrow." The old gardener quickly replied, "Today,
sir, today."

A Christian watches and works as though the Master would
return this very day. He wants Jesus to find him busy about
his tasks: washing dishes, mending shoes, running a lathe,
teaching school, planting a rose bush. Jesus will be pleased
to see his faithful ones working hard to build a better world,
a more Christian society.

Page 6
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THE ADVENT WREATH IN YOUR FAMILY

The Advent wreath, four candles on a wreath of evergreen,
is shaped in a perfect circle to symbolize the eternity of God.
In our church, three of the candles are purple and one
candle is rose or pink, to represent joy. During each Sunday
of the Advent season, we focus on one of the four virtues
Jesus brings us: Hope, Love, Joy and Peace. Others consider
the lighting of the first candle to symbolize expectation,
while the second symbolizes hope, the third joy and the
fourth purity. It is a common practice for families to light
Advent wreath candles at home. Here is a suggestion to
have a little family prayer for lighting the first candle this
Sunday:

The family gathers around the Advent wreath. Begin with the
sign of the cross.

Father: Today is the first Sunday of Advent. Adventis a time
of waiting. We wait for God to send divine love and light into
our dark world.

Child #1: How does this happen?

Father: God’s light comes through Jesus, who became a
human being just like you and me, so that he could show us
the way back to God’s divine love and light.

Family: “Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the
works of darkness and put on the armor of light.”

Mother: Areading from the prophet Jeremiah: “The Lord
said, ‘l made a wonderful promise to Israel and Judah, and
the days are coming when | will keep it. | promised that the
time will come when | will appoint a king from the family of
David, a king who will be honest and rule with justice. In
those days, Judah will be safe; Jerusalem will have peace
and will be named ‘The LORD Gives Justice.”” (Jeremiah

33:14-16)

Father: Today, we wait for the coming of Jesus. We begin in
the dark, and on this first Sunday of Advent, we light the
first candle.

First candle is lit by one of the children.

Child #2 : Every week in Advent, we will light another can-
dle. Each candle that we light will remind us that the Light
of the World will soon come to us in the human form of the
baby Jesus.

Family: Lord our God, we praise you for your Son, Jesus
Christ: he is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples, he is the
wisdom that teaches and guides us, he is the Savior of every
nation. Lord God, let your blessing come upon us as we light
the candles of this wreath. May the wreath and its light be a
sign of Christ’s promise to bring us salvation. May he come
quickly and not delay. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
R/. Amen.

November 26, 2023
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The Giving Tree

Our Giving Tree is at the front of the Church and will remain there until Sunday, December 17th.
We invite you to take an ornament and purchase some/all of the suggested items. If you prefer
to directly ship your gift, please visit www.stmatthias.net/givingtree, to access the
Amazon link to the Great Expectations Wish List.

We will be collecting gifts the weekends of December 9" /10" and December 16"/ 17" ONLY.
All gifts are due back no later than December 17th.
Please be sure to SECURE THE ORNAMENTS TO THE PACKAGES.
Without the tags we have no way of knowing where the gifts are to be delivered.

We can always use more elves after Mass and drivers for deliveries on
Monday, December 11" and Monday, December 18" after the 8:00 AM Mass.
If you’d like to volunteer, please contact Joanne Diana at (732)322-6270 or j-diana@comcast.net.

Once again in conjunction with Catholic Charities we will distribute gifts to
Elijah’s Promise, Great Expectations, Naomi’s Way, Ozanam Family Shelter, Ozanam Men’s Shelter, PACT,
YES Early Learning Centers (Sacred Heart & St. Ladislaus), as well as Pregnancy Aid and Local Families.
St. Matthias parishioners and friends have always been generous.
Please keep up our tradition, it means a lot to so many people in need. Thank you!

SMYLE YOUTH GROUP PROJECT
S U B On Saturday, December 9th and Sunday, December 10th all SMYLE members are asked to
volunteer to help with the collection of the following items
St Matthias Yoth Lfuing Euangelization for Unity Square after all the Masses:
Men’s-hats, scarves, gloves, toiletry items such as small deodorant, soap, and washcloths.
Thank you!!!

Pray

NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC PILGRIMAGE

NATIONAL
. + The National Eucharistic Pilgrimage (NEP) has publicly launched!
Eu C h a Il Stl C The NEP (https://www.eucharisticpilgrimage.org/) will consist of four
cross-country Eucharistic processions, collectively traversing the entire

-» -»
Pl lgrlmage continental United States over a two-month period, beginning during

the feast of Pentecost, May 17-19, 2024.

The pilgrimage is being organized by the National Eucharistic Revival campaign in conjunction with Modern
Catholic Pilgrim, a Catholic nonprofit dedicated to deepening the faith across the country through pilgrimages.
Along the way, the pilgrims will make stops in major U.S. cities, churches, Catholic colleges, and holy sites. Parishes
along the routes will host Mass, adoration, devotions, praise and worship, lectures on the Eucharist, and more.

The Seton Route, which will begin in New Haven, Connecticut, will be passing through the Diocese of Metuchen on
May 27-28, 2024. The four pilgrimage processions will ultimately converge in Indianapolis on July 16, 2024, to
participate in the National Eucharistic Congress. Adam Carlisle, Secretary for Evangelization and Communication,
will be helping to organize our diocese’s involvement. If anyone is interested in assisting with this important event,
please feel free to contact him at acarlisle@diometuchen.org.

Page 7 www.stmatthias.net November 26, 2023
668



From the Pastoral Staff

The poet J. Janda writes “As fish live only in water we live only in Christ; this is Truth, anything less is
delusion; yet the lie is made Truth and Truth is made the lie.” (Christ Our Earth)

Many times, | am saddened to hear various scenarios where people are viewed as “problems”. The truth is

that we are not problems to be solved, but rather mysteries to be encountered. This was a running mantra \‘
during the National Catholic Youth Conference that | had recently attended. There were 12,000 youth and

Youth Ministers who had experienced many diverse opportunities to openly express their faith, questions, and struggles
as Catholics living in Christ.

| wish to share an exciting news that St. Matthias was recently awarded an opportunity by the National Federation for
Catholic Youth Ministry to participate in a 3-year opportunity to learn and implement Accompaniment strategies. | would
like to thank our Pastor - Fr. Abraham, and our Coordinator for Youth Ministry - Sue Lenczewski, for contributing content
during our formal application process and participating in an interview with the NFCYM staff. We had described our
parish as being very concerned about youth faith formation. Besides the traditional approach, we have tried other ways
of getting the youth involved. The Accompaniment project sounds very promising because it’s promoting an
inter-generational aspect of ministerial engagement among a diverse community. We have a long tradition of
community engagement and outreach and eagerness to embrace new models and methods of faith and parish
formation.

From poignant description of the church as a field hospital, to proclaiming the need for mercy in a jubilee year and
beyond, Pope Francis has spoken again and again about our need to meet people in whatever circumstances life has
given them and to walk with them in compassion and love.

In terms of accompaniment, we hope to have significantly greater involvement of the parish community with our youth
spanning all facets of parish life - rather than keeping Youth Ministry as separated and isolated from the community.
Also, more visibility for the youth in the Sunday Liturgy and parish events, making them aware that they belong and that
their presence is valued.

| am very hopeful that the coming three years of our parish joining this national pilot program of accompanying the
youth (we are one of only 43 parishes selected nationally) will bring our youth into a significant presence and
prominence in the life of our parish community.

Prayers for a Blessed and Happy Advent!

Deacon John

G I V I N G TU ES DAY “WORKS OF MERCY”

GivingTuesday is an opportunity for people to give back in many different ways: through acts of kindness, gifts of
voice, time, talent, or treasure. Our parish of St. Matthias has been blessed with generous parishioners who always
responded joyfully to every need of our community. Thank you. This year, instead of focusing on any particular
project, we wish to highlight the “Works of Mercy” to further the God-given mission of our parish and help those
in need. Thank you for your goodness. For more information & to donate visit: www.stmatthias.net/givingtuesday/

To Donate to the Church: To Donate to the School:
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f""f\"""; Please join members of the St. Matthias Rosary Altar Society and
: f fellow parishioners for a Rosary for families on
? / % Sunday, December 3™ after the 10:00 AM Mass in
P, the Pope St. John XXIIl Room (PMR).
s’ Light refreshments will be served following the rosary.
ALZHEIMER'S SUPPORT GROUP MEETS IN PERSON ON DECEMBER 13" AT 2 PM M\
The Alzheimer's Association and St. Matthias Catholic Church are co-hosting a monthly Support (ﬂzheifﬁe?s
Group for individuals living with Alzheimer's or Dementia, their care partners, and others dealing B SWI'LEE}
with the disease. Our next meeting will be Wednesday, December 13", from 2:00 PM -3:00 PM in /] Domentia

the Parish Office at St. Matthias. Registration is required.
To register, call 800-272-3900 and mention the St. Matthias group.

The Group provides a safe and supportive environment and offers dementia-related education, emotional support,
and connections with resources so that the group members may enhance their lives in the midst of the journey.
For more information, visit alz.org/NJ.

St. Matthias School is

P
looking for help in the
following areas:

SAINT MATTHIAS SCHOOL

After School Program (Paid Position)
o Substitute Teachers ($95 a day)
e School Advisory Council (Finance Volunteer)
o Athletic Association (Directors/Board Member p:
SMS students, faculty, parents, and

Volunteers) S? HER FigHT I :
« School Finance Members (Volunteers) e friends rocked their teambellouny

. ) SIF=TE A shirts in support of Mrs. Bellouny, our
* Marketing (Stipend) | Middle School teacher. Mrs. Bellouny,

~ ¢ o
Please email Mrs. Mary Lynch, Principal at K\l you are an inspiration to all and you
mlynch@stmatthiasnj.org for more information. t’» 2%\ 2reinour daily.

—_—

JOIN US FOR THE ANNUAL

- St. Matthias CHRISTMAS
Holiday Craft Fair e ym\ R Ty,

SUNDAY. DECEMEER 38D, 2025
900 A -2:00 PH ; e
ST MATIHIAS SCHOOL CAFETEEIA (|

170 Ttk 8LVD
SOMERSET NT

10V, CANDLES, TEWELRY, BAGS. DECORATIONS

¥ ansE 9.
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Give (and Receive!)

Stewardship Totals for Fiscal Year July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024 Last Year's Total

Current Month In-Pew/Mail Parish Giving Weekly Total Weekly Total
Week 10 - November 5, 2023 $11,350.50 $17,757.75 $29,108.25 $28,125.75
Week 11 - November 12, 2023 $14,173.50 $23,455.39 $37,628.89 $29,089.50
Week 12 - November 19, 2023 $8,747.50 $13,140.25 $21,887.75 $21,264.25
Week 13 - November 26, 2023 $9,358.00 $8,949.25 $18,307.25 $19,212.25

Month-to-date Total November Total Last Year
$106,932.14 $97,691.75

Current Year-to-date |Year-to-date as of November

$1,914,436.75 $1,871,586.06

Stewardship Reflection December 3, 2023
First Sunday of Advent

Reflexionese 3 de diciembre 2023

1er Domingo de Adviento
“:Vigile! ;Manténgase alerta! Usted no sabe cudndo llegara el

“Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the
momento.” - Marcos 13:33

time will come.” - Mark 13:33
Damos las cosas por sentado. En particular, damos el tiempo por
sentado. Tenemos nuestras vidas demasiado ocupadas.
Planificamos por adelantado nuestros dias, semanas, meses y atin
nuestros afios. Recuerde, nuestro tiempo en la tierra es un regalo.
Ninguno de nosotros sabe cuanto tiempo estaremos aqui.

Empiece hoy y comience a darle gracias a Dios por todos y cada
uno de nuestros dias. T6mese un tiempo en silencio, todos los dias,
y escuche cémo Dios lo esta llamando en este momento para
ayudar a construir Su reino en la tierra.

We all take things for granted. In particular, we take
time for granted. We make our lives too busy. We
plan our days, weeks, months, even years in advance.
Remember, our time on earth is a gift. None of us
knows how long we will be here. Start today and
begin thanking God for each and every day.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The parish office is in need of volunteers Monday - Friday mornings.
If you have some free time, please contact Mary Pat in the parish office, (732) 828-1400.
Thank you for all you do for St. Matthias.

HELP

Parish Leadership

Parish Pastoral Council: Co-Secretaries: Sheila Tartaglia Parish Finance Council: Audrey Francis

Joan Pritchard

Co-Chairs: Stephen Busono Fr. Lancelot McGrath, Kester Hector, Chair
Frank Rees sbusono@gmail.com | Fr. Abraham, Ex-Officio FinanceCouncil Mary Pat Burke-Grospin,
Frees814@gmail.com | pgjj| |sele Trustees: @stmatthias.net Ex-Officio
Marilyn Wegg t33sm@aol.com | Carmen Driz-Melilli Fr. Abraham, Ex-Officio
- | Drabni Pearl Scott Barry Dusault
mcw-wam@comcast.net | Al Drabnis Marge Richards lowski
Didi Molano g Gwen Orlowski

Parish Registration — Welcome to
St. Matthias! Please register on our
website. www.stmatthias.net/join-us,
or visit the Parish Office.

About St. Matthias (please contact the staff members on the cover for up-to-date information)
St. Matthias School is a
PreK3 through 8" grade

school rooted in faith,

inspired by love, and dedicated to
academic excellence. Before and
After School Care Programs are
available. Come visit!

Contact 732-828-1402 to schedule a
tour.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA) - If you are interested in
becoming a Catholic or completing
the Sacraments of Initiation--
Baptism/Confirmation/Eucharist, please
call the Parish Office.

Baptism — Baptismal Preparation
Sessions are held four times a year for
registered parishioners. Please
contact the parish office before the
baby is born. The sacrament of
Baptism is celebrated on the second
and fourth Sunday of each month,
except during Lent.

Marriage — Registered parishioners
should contact the parish office a year
before the desired wedding date.
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EXCELLENCE GUARANTEED

THESE SOrge Gm-me R E§ ta 5 Au tD f are
YOUR MIDDLEBUSH SR W’nz 873-8900 Fousted Jov 77 Yoars
SIZE? VOLUNTEER TS Restas.com 1873 Amwell Road « Somerset
; FIRE DEPT. .
210LcotTsTReeT | Complete Kitchen &
FIRE FIGHTERS NEEDED | Bathroom Remodeling

WE WILL TRAIN! Porcelain Marble
U1 TATCCIEL T T CH ] SSSHELP@MIDDLEBUSHFIRE.COM|  Granite Countertops
SRR A www.middlebushfire.com

Morgan
basement waterproofing

Heated Floors In Ou 4th Decade of Quality Service

- & B k 1 h Ao . T T
cq'l'hol [ Cmq‘l'ch Backsplashes French Drains - Foundation Repair - Mold Remediation

732-514-1500 All Work Guaranteed
New Jersey Lic # 13VH00782600 732-777-7888
CatholicMatch.com/dateNJ (Parishioner) www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

PA FINANCIAL, CPA PROTECTIVE

An Assisted Living

Professional Tax, Accounting, Bookkeeping, Payroll : and Memory Care
- www.pafinancials.com o5 : . Community in vour PAVI N G
i Email: philip@pafinancials.com « Parishioner SPR; | ) ymy

732-325-3157 « Somerset, NJ 08873 LIVE HAPP neighborhood
.@ . Diocese of Metuchen ety SCHEDULE A
%1 Catholic Cemeteries Il TOUR TODAY!

and Crematory 32.873.4800 DRIVEWAYS
800-943-8400 I PARKING LOTS
At 473 Demott Lane FULLY INSURED
Holy Cross Burial Park Resurrection Burial Park Ly FREE ESTIMATES
840 Cranbury-South River Rd. Hoes Lane and Park Ave. _ Somerset, NJ 08873
Jamesburg, NJ 08831 Piscataway, N] 08854 ' ) _ 732-828-4177
www.diometuchen.org/cemeteries www.springhills.com SOMERSET, NJ

"

‘ARE YOU CONSIDERING PLACING
- AN ADVERTISEMENT IN THE
. ST. MATTHIAS
WEEKLY BULLETIN?

ity

o

Now & a great time to call and find out how you can support
owr porish and grow youwr business at the same Hime!

Call 1.800.333.3166 today for details on this great opportunity!
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C & F Paint Hardware
Benjamin Moore Paints
1075 Easton Ave,, Suite 12 A
Somerset, NJ 08873
732-764-8908 |
www.candfpaint.com 25
Frank Del Tufo - Owner /;

- r ; ————— - - -
SUPERIOR Il_ff Steue’s | SOLD
BERDVEEDT— | Pl!hl & Restaurant |
900 Easton Ave. Somerset Village _
snunmgl ﬁEﬁLEs?ﬁLMéﬁErfmsnmﬁ : 732-247-0400 : B A R R o 0 D
F ivei 201.744.8883 %
szlaglz:l%rh;‘r’;x:odﬂooringghotmail.com 5150 Off Large 18” Pie | Selling, Buying or Renting
W t t ] AJS PAINTIN%'.I Hogses - CaAll us{or help!
TONY SCHINELLA, PARISHIONER | 700 EASTON AVE., SOMERSET
i Friendly, Courteous Service
a e r S 0 n e Owner Operated, Free Proposals 732_ 846_ 1 66 1

WEALTH ADVI SORS, LLC Meticulous, Guaranteed Work

Highest Quality, Affordable Price

0od people, great service, since 1940
No Job Too Small « Since 2001 G people, g ? 9

John C. Moynihan, CFP® 732:873-8477 M
Certified Financial Planner™, practitioner BRIGHT VIEW
o et powirwasaine | GLEASON FUNERAL HOME
. & PAINTING AT NEED CARE ¢ PRE-NEED ¢« MONUMENTS
732.873.0433 - www.wwallc.net
. . . Greg Dente, Owner/O
Practical Solutions for Managing Wealth S'Ziers:t; survr:t‘:dm;:z:r . PARISHIONER OWNE P
Friendly & Reliable Services William K. Gleason, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 4489
'5 Bath Free estimates - Guaranteed work o
d-% doie TS 1360 HAMILTON STREET ¢ SOMERSET, N]J

a/m@ Sonirt. IS 732-545-0700
D R 100 ) )Y 3 1000 )5 WWW.GLEASONFUNERALHOME.CcOM

Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
732-247-2763

696 Franklin Blvd., Somerset, NJ 08873 :
www.jackdolanandsons.com infoiajackdolanandsons com

WE’RE HIRING!

Substitute Teachers & Support Staff throughout New Jersey

Apply today at SOURCEﬁTEACHERS.com

EGE

J BRUNSWICK FURNITURE OUTLET, LLC [pe—al i R e S—_—
QORI o o L e st New Brunswick, NJ | [oroker Associate REZMIX
°Ch1ropract1c Center| Rafael Se Habla Espanol A R priltarantino@hotmail.com ’ ﬁstfmtﬁja;:?aapévfz

* Find out more about us
and how we can help you!

Visit Our Website @

www.DrJoeD.com RlDESHARE ZONE

732-354-4420 \\\ % " 'y ww;\r’.?;‘ilt:srantinu.com wsom(l}:gaznag-?:is}:lm
S Mallorys RAIKE'S

Arm Home Improvement LLC
(732) 873-2222 y
S to P Foundation 732-249-711 3
PROFESSIONAL CENTER . . |Fully Insured Lic. 13VH06498900 www.raikesh provement.com
AT SOMERSET United To.gether In. The Fight We Install & Construct
11 Clyde Road, Suite 103 A Against Bullying... *Windows  +Finished Basements  + Siding
Somerset, NJ 08873 Don’t Just Teach Kindness... : g::l:: : glattchhsens : gz:::ﬂ Interior Woodwork
. , BE KINDNESS! Power Washing
Servmgs _Our Icgggmumty www.MallorysArmy.com Homes ¢ Decks ¢ Sidewalks ¢ Driveways ¢ Stoops ° Etc.
mce (973) 440-8657 No Job Too Small!  Cabinet Refacing  Parishioner
info@mallorysarmy.org Family
It's easy to join our mailing list! Just send your FRGNKLIN ELECTRIC owned and
email address by text message: MAINTENANCE CO. INC. Lic. #18219
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828
to get started. 'SHLES

# W H ATS M Y N A M E &1 Message and data rates may apply. | SALES & SERVICE BeALER _SERUICE

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE -INSTALLATION
<:A lTu N Serving Central NJ Since 1986 = = 7 3 2-249- I 359
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL www.FranklinElectricN).com

ELECTR'C PLUMBING All Maj:rA(I:-ri:llts;:::l:-\icepted M"T ﬁE LEF-r‘ m mE DARK!
- FIND YOUR NEW BEST FRIEND.E

P. Lic. #12425 + E. Lic. #9526
i
| $60 adoption fee | animals are spayed/neutered, micro-chipped & up-to-date on shots =" \:" ’

HEATING & COOLING N Reg #13vH02047500 « HVAC Lic. 1510
NOW HIRING QUALIFIED TEAM MEMBERS =
Franklin Township Animal Shelter —
475 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873 e N

1186 LIVINGSTON AVENUE, NORTH BRUNSWICK, NJ
732-247-7390 - www.DaltonElectricCo.com 732.873.2500 x6255 | Tue-Fri 12-3 & Sat 12-6  sdimmehu s [

Robert Fox, Manager
O Y I L‘\ N N.J. License No. 4371
188 Easton Avenue 10 Wooding Avenue
(/; -7 New Brunswick, NJ 08901 WWW-BOYIanFH-Com Edison, I%U 08817
runenat o Home 732-545-4040 Family owned and operated since 1958 732-572-0076
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