
 
 

St. Matthias Parish Office:  

  Monday ‐ Friday, 8:30 am ‐ 4:00 pm,  

  168 JFK Boulevard, Somerset, NJ 08873  

  732‐828‐1400, fax: 732‐828‐0866    

  www.stmatthias.net  

 

Mass Schedule (in person): 

Sat ‐ 5 PM, Sun ‐ 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 12 noon 

M/T/W/Th/F at 8:00 AM 

also on our YouTube channel  

youtube.com/c/StMatthiasSomersetNJ 
 

St. Matthias School (SMS):  

 170 JFK Blvd., Somerset, NJ  08873         

www.stmatthias.info 732‐828‐1402 

 School Office Hours, Monday ‐ Friday,  

7:45 AM ‐3:30 PM  

THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF ST. MATTHIAS  
  SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2024 

2nd Sunday of Lent 

 

 

For all Parish emails, add  @stmatthias.net 
 

Pastor: Rev Abraham Orapankal, Abraham 
Fr. Lancelot McGrath, Parochial Vicar   lmcgrath 
Mary Pat Burke‐Grospin, Business Administrator   
        mpburke‐grospin 
Deacon Ron Caimi, Senior Deacon 
Kelly Counts, Receptionist, kcounts  
Deacon Russell Demkovitz, rdemkovitz 
Nathalie Godet, Website &Bulletin Coordinator, 
   ngodet 
Leslie Guillen, Bulletin Editor, lguillen 
Amy Hanna, Accountant/Databases, ahanna 
Mike Lanyi, Sacristan 
Sue Lenczewski, Youth Coordinator, SMYLE 
Julio Montero, Maintenance Supervisor 
Dolores R. Nann, Pastoral Associate for  
  Faith Formation,  dnann 
Vinnie Natale, Bookkeeper,  vnatale 
Silvia Nizama, Housekeeper  
Deacon John Radvanski,  deaconjohn 
Joan Best Seamon, Pastoral Associate for  
 Music Ministry,  jseamon 
Sr. Marie Therese Sherwood, OSF, Pastoral  

Assoc. for Social Concerns, msherwood  

  

 
St. Matthias School (add @stmatthiasnj.org) 
Mary Lynch, Principal, mlynch 
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PLEASE COME JOIN THE MANY WHO SPEND SOME 
QUIET TIME WITH THE  
EUCHARISTIC LORD.  

OUR NEXT ADORATION WILL BE  
MONDAY EVENING, FEBRUARY 26, 2024  

FROM 6 PM TO 8 PM.  

Please support Empty Bowls Franklin Township on March 10th.  
More details can be found on page 5 

 
SPRING INTO 

MENTAL HEALTH 
 

SELF‐CARE FAIR  
WILL BE ON  

MARCH 10TH  
HERE AT  

ST. MATTHIAS.  
 

More information 
about this event can 
be found on page 8 



 This Week @ St. Matthias  A Message From Our Pastor 
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Bulletin Article Requests: 
 

If you would like to send information to be  
included in our bulletin, please email it to 
bulletin@stmatthias.net by 9 AM, MONDAY,  
5 business days before the needed bulletin date 
(earlier for holiday weekends).  Approved  
content is published on a space‐available basis. 

 

Masses are also livestreamed on our YouTube 

channel: youtube.com/c/StMatthiasSomersetNJ 
 

The Church is open for individual prayer  
Mon‐Fri: 7:30 am to dusk , Sat: 9 am to 6pm, and   
Sun: 7:30 am to 1 pm, unless another service is  taking 
place.  
 

Sunday, Feb 25, 2024     
 8:00AM     Mass                                       Church                             
10:00AM    Mass –Sign Language Interpreter  Church  
                                 1st Eucharist Prep #3  Mass                         
11:00AM     1st Eucharist Prep #3 Class   John XXIII Rm 
12:00PM     Black History Month Mass                Church 
  3:30PM     SMYLE Youth Grp.                               Church     
  

Monday,  Feb 26, 2024    St. Porphyry of Gaza, Bishop 

 8:00AM      Mass                                                        Church 

 6:00PM     Eucharist Adoration                             Church 

                                                   
Tuesday,  Feb 27, 2024   St. Gabriel of Our Lady of  
                       Sorrows, Confessor 
 8:00AM     Mass                                                        Church 
 7:30PM      Folk Group Rehearsal                         Church 
    
Wednesday, Feb 28, 2024                    St.  Hilary, Pope 
  8:00AM     Mass, St. Joseph Novena                 Church  
   3:00PM     Confirmation #2, Gr. 8          John XXIII Rm 
  7:30PM      Folk Group Rehearsal                        Church 
 
Thursday, Feb 29, 2024       St. Auguste Chapdelaine,  
                                          Missionary to China 
 8:00AM    Mass                                                         Church  
 3:30PM      Children’s Choir  Gr. 3 & 4                  Church   
 4:00PM    Children’s Choir Gr. 5‐8                       Church 
 7:30PM     Sunday 10AM Choir Rehearsal         Church 
                                     
Friday, Mar 1, 2024              St. David of Wales, Bishop 
 8:00AM   Mass                                                           Church 
 8:30AM   1st Friday Holy Hour                               Church 
10:30AM  Mass at Spring Hills Assisted Living 
 7:00PM    Stations of the Cross                            Church 
             
Saturday, Mar 2, 2024               St. Agnes of Bohemia,  
                           Abbess 
8:00AM    Life in the Spirit Seminar                 Cafeteria 
 3:30PM     Reconciliation                                        Church               
5:00PM      Vigil Mass                                                Church 
 
 Sunday, Mar 3, 2024     
 8:00AM     Mass                                       Church                             
10:00AM    Mass  First Scrutiny RCIA                   Church                                                         
11:00AM     Rosary Altar Society Mtg.    John XXIII Rm 
12:00PM     Mass                                                        Church 
  1:30PM     Confirmation Retreat                      Cafeteria 
 2:00PM     GIFT              Church, clsrms, John XXIII Rm 
 4:00PM      Confirmation Retreat                        Church 
  

    

 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

Today’s noon Mass is our celebration of the Annual Black 
History Month Mass here at St. Matthias. I am very happy to 
welcome the presider Fr. Alphonsus Kariuki, Pastor at  
St. John the Evangelist Parish in Dunellen, Concelebrant  
Fr. Gilles Njobam from Our Lady of Piscataway in Perth  
Amboy, and Deacon Rick Fortune from the Cathedral of St. Francis. We are 
also happy to welcome the Cameroonian Catholics who will be the song 
leaders for this Mass.  We know that Black History Month is an annual cele‐
bration to honor the contributions and legacy of African Americans across 
U.S. history and society – in civil rights movement, industry, politics, science, 
culture, religion, arts and more.  
 

The USCCB (United States Conference of Catholic Bishops) has a  
Subcommittee for African American Affairs which is the official voice of the 
African American Catholic community. This Subcommittee assists the U.S. 
Catholic bishops individually and collectively to attend to the needs and  
aspirations of African American Catholics regarding issues of pastoral  
ministry, evangelization, social justice, worship, development of leaders and 
other areas of concern. Bishop Joseph N. Perry, the Chairman of this  
Subcommittee, published a Lenten Reflection in which he wrote: 
 

       We tread these forty days because we want to love God better, know  
ourselves better, and love our neighbor better. Church is a group experience 
for Christians. We come together as a group because God created us to live in  
community and because Jesus modeled community as the way to God with his 
own twelve apostles and any number of other disciples, men and women, who 
were connected with his ministry. We know that if we try to journey alone, we 
will likely get lost. 
 

        None of us is perfect. None of us knows the way all of the time. We all fail. 
We all need help. So, we come to listen to the Word of God and nourish  
ourselves with his Eucharist and share our strengths and challenges, our joys 
and sorrows for our own good and the good of all. 
During Lent we discover out of the spiritual treasure troves of Church the fonts 
of God’s mercy and the richness of our fellowship with one another through 
the rituals of Eucharist, reconciliation, scriptural prophecy and life promised us 
in His resurrection. 
 

The “spiritual treasure troves” that Bishop Perry mentioned above are what 
we offer here at St. Matthias. Besides the Holy Mass, we have devotions like 
the Stations of the Cross, Novenas, Adorations, Rosary, First Friday devotion/
Holy Hour, etc. Our Lenten journey has a personal and communal dimension.  
Personally, we walk this journey by having personal practices, personal  
devotions and personal resolutions that will help us grow in holiness. But, it 
takes on an added meaning and benefit when we join the parish community 
and journey together. I am truly happy that many of our parishioners partici‐
pate in the various devotions we have and reap rich spiritual benefits. 
Wouldn’t it be great if many more would do that? 
 

Happy Lent! 
 

Your brother in Christ, 
 

Fr. Abraham Orapankal 
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Readings for the Week  

Pray for those who are sick...  

Pray for those who have died…                          —— “His mercy endures forever.”  Chronicles  

Mass Intentions for the Week 

   Marjory A. Dolan 

Monday Dn 9:4b‐10 Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13 
Lk 6:36‐38 
 

Tuesday Is 1:10, 16‐20 Ps 50:8‐9, 16bc‐17, 
21 and 23 Mt 23:1‐12 
 

Wednesday Jer 18:18‐20 Ps 31:5‐6, 14, 15‐
16 Mt 20:17‐28 
 

Thursday Jer 17:5‐10 Ps 1:1‐2, 3, 4 and 6 Lk 
16:19‐31 
 

Friday Gn 37:3‐4, 12‐13a, 17b‐28a Ps 105:16‐
17, 18‐19, 20‐21 Mt 21:33‐43, 45‐46 
 

Saturday Mi 7:14‐15, 18‐20 Ps 103:1‐2, 3‐4, 
9‐10, 11‐12 Lk 15:1‐3, 11‐32 
 

Sunday Ex 20:1‐17 or Ex 20:1‐3, 7‐8, 12‐17 
Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 1 Cor 1:22‐25 Jn 2:13‐25 

Saturday,  Feb 24 5:00PM 
Adoracion, Felisa, De Guzman &  

Valdez Family, by  Alma 

Sunday, Feb 25 8:00AM 
Mary Ann Selenko,  

by Nora & Jack Curley 

 10:00AM 
Intention of Parishioners 
 

Varun & Luke, by Swapna & Manoj Nadu  

 12:00PM  
Juanito Banaybanay,  

by The Nonaillada Family 

Monday, Feb 26 8:00AM 
Birthday Blessings for Nina Ripley, 

by The Family 

Tuesday, Feb 27 8:00AM 
David Saeva,  

by The Piagentini Family 

Wednesday, Feb 28 8:00AM  Enid Slutter, by Linda & Al Misuraca 

Thursday,  Feb 29 8:00AM   Barbara Ruziska, by Elaine Schaar 

Friday, Mar 1 8:00AM 
Miguel & Petra Andrade,  

by The Gavilanes Family 

Saturday,  Mar 2 5:00PM 
Christopher St. Amand,  

by Nina Ripley 

 10:00AM 
Mary Ann Selenko.  

by Ellen & Rich Hering 

 12:00PM  Nancy Collins, by Marty 

Sunday, Mar 3 8:00AM Intention of Parishioners 

If you or a family member are sick, please call the Parish Office or email Kelly Counts at kcounts@stmatthias.net to 
add the name to this list.  Names will be listed in the bulletin for 6 weeks.  Please let us know if this time period needs 
to be extended.  We want to know how you are doing and want to offer you the support of our prayers.   
New people on our prayer list are noted in blue. 

Beth & Jay Adams 
Kristin Baio 
Olga Marie Bando 
Carolyn Banghart 
Helen Bell 

Samantha Bellouny 
Carmen Bender 
Mary Bostrom  
Tara Capatosto 
Elizabeth Card 
Kyle Davidson 
Lisa DeFeo 
Zenon DeGuzman 
Vivian Dong 
Andrea Dubuisson 

Dennis Enright 

Hattie Evans 
Heinley Gaspard 
Claudia Gemgnani 
Emma Gergely 
Claude Godet 
Marie Godet 
Shelly Greene 
Linda Hartong 
Jeff Hentz 
Sloopy & PJ Hoffman 
Gene Horan 
Marilyn Horvath 
Jerry & Donna Hucul  
Amanda Isele 
Baby Elaine Isele 
Nick Isele 
 

Renée Jolly 
Donna Kahora 
Bill Kelleher 
Betsy Kondrat 
Kathy Langenbacher 
Armando D. Liban 
Mary Lou Litrakis 
John Litrakis 
Denis Loboda 
Aries Magali 
Kenneth & Kelly Magat 
Al Maglio 
Susan, King & Tosh 

Manansala 
Alexandra Marquez 
Christine Matthews 
 

Ann McElwee  
Jessica Marie Merrick 
Gail Miranda 
Menchie Molano‐ 
Sotelo 
Danny Ongchango 
Robert Pellegrino 
Robert Pietrowiak 
Valerie Polci 
Kim Price 
Denise Pultro 
Doris Regan 
Gabriel Rivera 
Arina Robinson 
Bob Rotz 
Maria Schwenzer  
 

Amy Shepp 
Sr. Rosaria Shina, OSF  
Sr. Bernadine Marie 

Stemnock 
Luzviminda Talag 
Jacqueline Taylor  
Anita Vance 
Eileen Weber 
Nancy Whelan 
Theresa Sau‐Ling Yung  
Ginette Zamor 
Anne Zando 
 

And for all who are ill, 
homebound, elderly, 
in nursing care, or 
living with chronic 
illness, we pray. 
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Reflect 

                           

Marriage Tune‐Up 
 

Principles for honoring your spouse:  
#1 The Golden Rule ‐ Treat your mate the same way   
      you want to be treated.  
#2 No Double Standards ‐ Be as considerate to your spouse as you   
      are to coworkers or strangers.  
#3 Honor Requests that your spouse asks you to do or not do.  
      (The Love Dare, by Stephen and Alex Kendrick) 

 

Parenting Tune‐Up 
 

God said to Abraham, "because you did 
not withhold from me your beloved 
son, I will bless you." (Genesis 22: 16) 
Parenting can be hard. It comes with 
many sacrifices. Believe that God will 
provide even if the way is not clear 
right now. 

A little boy asked his mother, "Marriage makes you have 
babies, doesn't it, Mom?" The mother reluctantly answered 
her son, "Well, not exactly. Just because you are married 
does not mean that you have a baby." The boy continued 
his inquiry: "Then how do you have babies?" His mother, 
not very enthusiastic about continuing, answered, "It's kind 
of hard to explain." The boy paused and thought for a 
moment. He then moved closer to Mom, looked her right in 
the eye, and carefully said, "You don't really know how it 

works, do you, Mom?" ☺  
 

Husband: “What’s for breakfast?”  
Wife: “I thought I’d surprise you with something different 
this morning. It’s “John the Baptist Oatmeal.” I’ve wanted 
to make it for some time, but you wouldn’t believe how 

hard it is to find locusts!” ☺ 

Newspaper bloopers in classified ads: 
Amana washer $100. Owned by clean bachelor who seldom 

washed. ☺  
 

Snow blower for sale...only used on snowy days. ☺ 
 

Free puppies...part German shepherd part dog ☺ 
 

FOR SALE BY OWNER Complete set of Encyclopedia 
Britannica. 45 volumes. Excellent condition.$1,000.00 or 
best offer. No longer needed. Got married last weekend. 

Wife knows everything. ☺ 
 

Nordic track $300 hardly used call chubbie ☺ 
 

Star Wars job of the hut ‐‐ $15 ☺ 

Smile with Your Family  

 

Do you Believe in “The March of the Ducks?!!” 
 

On the side of the Peabody 

Hotel in Orlando, Florida, 

there is a cutout of a large 

duck symbolizing what 

came to be known as "The 

March of the Ducks."  Each day at 11 a.m. and 5 p.m., the ho‐

tel people lay down a  

dazzling red carpet across the lobby.  Then one of John  

Phillip Sousa's famous marches is played over the intercom.  

 Whereupon, ten ducks, in single file, march down the red 

carpet in perfect harmony with the Sousa march.  The ducks 

take a dip in the hotel fountain and then march out again in 

single file, down the red carpet, keeping perfectly in step 

with the beat of the music.  For those who have witnessed 

"The March of the Ducks," it is an event so vivid and real and 

uplifting and fun‐filled that it's difficult to find the right 

words to describe the wonder and the beauty of it ‐‐ much 

less try to convince someone that it is true. Today's Gospel 

Lesson describes an event called “transfiguration of Jesus” 

so wondrous and so beautiful as to defy all description  

Watch: http://video.google.com/

videosearchhl=en&q=March+of+the+Peabody+ducks&um 

A Different Approach to Fasting! 
 

Lenten fasts have a tendency to be oriented 
toward things like giving up food or television. 
But there are many other creative ways we can 

welcome Jesus’ healing touch this Lent. Below are some 
suggestions you may want to consider. 
 

Fast from anger and hatred. Give your family an extra dose 
of love each day. 
 

Fast from judging others. Before making judgments, recall 
how Jesus overlooks our faults. 
 

Fast from discouragement. Hold on to Jesus’ promise that 
he has a perfect plan for your life (Jer. 29:11). 
 

Fast from complaining. When you find yourself about to 
complain, close your eyes and recall some of the little 
moments of joy Jesus has given you. 
 

Fast from resentment or bitterness. Work on forgiving 
those who may have hurt you. 
 

Fast from spending too much money. Try to reduce your 
spending by ten percent and give these savings to the poor. 
May the Lord “who began a good work in you bring it to 
completion” (Philippians 1:6).  
 

Happy Lent!  
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Reflect 
Transformation 

 

Jesus was transfigured before them, and 
his clothes became dazzling white, such as 
no fuller on earth could bleach them . . . 
Mark 9: 2‐10 
 

The word “transfiguration” is not often part of our 
vocabulary today. I can’t image a mother coming to the 
table with a beautifully done casserole proclaiming that 
she had “transformed” the macaroni into this exotic dish. 
We might use it if someone goes to the beauty shop and 
gets a daring haircut. “Look how transformed she is!” we 
might say. Or we might use it in telling fairy tales to our 
children ‐ someone was transformed into a princess‐like 
Cinderella or a frog was transformed into a Prince. But 
despite the fact that it isn’t a common word to use, what 
the word signifies does happen pretty often. Something is 
changed into something more beautiful or altered in some 
way, making it more “awesome” to use today’s cliché. 
Lent is a transformational season in the Church. This is, of 
course, why we hear the story of the Transfiguration read 
to us today. 
 

We share the “mountain‐top experience” of Peter, James 
and John when we spend extra time in prayer during 
Lent.  Fasting for one day will help the body to store up 
spiritual energy.  This spiritual energy can help us have 
thoughts that are far higher and nobler than our usual 
mundane thinking.  The hunger we experience puts us 
more closely in touch with God and makes us more willing 
to help the hungry.  The crosses of our daily lives also can 
lead us to the glory of transfiguration and resurrection.  
 

We need transformation in our Christian lives so that we 
may seek reconciliation instead of revenge, love our 
enemies, pray for those who hate us, give to the needy 
without expecting a reward, refuse to judge others and 
make friends with those we don’t naturally like. This 
transformation will also enable us to hold back on harsh 
words and let love rule so that we may seek reconciliation 
rather than revenge, pray for those who give us a hard 
time, avoid bad‐mouthing those we don’t agree with, 
forgive those who hurt us, and love those who hate us. 

Transformation from pro‐choice to pro‐life 
 

Dr. Peggy Hartshorn, president of Heartbeat International, 

tells a dramatic story about a woman who glimpsed the 

mystery of her unborn child. The young woman was 

seeking an abortion. She simply could not handle having a 

baby at this time. But she agreed to an ultrasound. When 

the baby appeared on the screen, the woman was amazed 

to see the perfectly formed body, the tiny legs and arms 

moving inside her womb. But the woman kept saying, "No, 

no, I have to have an abortion." Dr. Hartshorn felt sad. She 

knew that seventy‐five percent of women who see an 

ultrasound decide to keep their baby ‐ but that a quarter, 

nevertheless, still have the abortion. It seemed like this 

woman would be in that twenty‐five percent. All of 

sudden, Dr. Hartshorn's assistant said, "Reach out and 

take your baby's hand." Dr. Hartshorn thought, "Oh, gosh, 

why is she saying that?" But the woman raised her hand 

and touched the monitor. As if by some divine cue, the 

baby stretched out his arm to the exact place of his mom's 

hand. On the screen his tiny fingers met hers. She kept her 

baby. There is a mystery inside each one of us ‐ the 

mystery of the image of God.  
 

Today’s Gospel tells us how three of the apostles saw a 
glimpse, a tiny glimpse, of who Jesus was. That would 
transform them and sustain them through some dark 
moments following Jesus’ arrest. We need transformation 
in our Christian lives so that we may seek reconciliation 
instead of revenge, love our enemies, pray for those who 
hate us, give to the needy without expecting a reward, 
refuse to judge others and make friends with those we 
don’t naturally like. This transformation will also enable us 
to hold back on  harsh words and let love rule so that we 
may seek reconciliation rather than revenge, pray for those 
who give us a hard time, avoid bad‐mouthing those we 
don’t agree with, forgive those who hurt us  and love those 
who hate us. 

     EMPTY BOWLS 
 

It's that time of year again for the Empty Bowls fundraiser for the Franklin Food Bank.  ‘Empty Bowls’ is a 
grassroots global movement to raise both money and awareness in the fight to end hunger, personalized 
by artists and art organizations on a community level. Last year's event made more than $28,000 making 

a direct and immediate impact in 2023 distributing over 2.8 million pounds of food to families throughout our  
community!  You'll be happy to know that St Matthias Church as well as the Members of the St Vincent de Paul  
Society are two proud sponsors of the Sixth Annual Empty Bowls fundraiser.  We hope to see you there.    

For more information, please visit: https://franklinfoodbank.org/emptybowls/ 
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Reflect 

How to Listen to Jesus? 
 

Perhaps you have heard of the man who wanted to test 

his wife’s hearing. He stood some distance behind her 

and said, “Honey, can you hear me?” Having received no 

answer, he moved closer and again whispered, “Honey, 

can you hear me?” Again, having received no answer he 

moved right up behind her and softly said, “Honey can 

you hear me?” She replied, “For the third time, yes!” 
 

 – In some ways this story could be analogous of our 

communication with God. We constantly check to see if 

He is listening, in hopes that He will respond to our 

needs. In reality, He hears us, but He has asked us to  

listen to Him as well. Lent should be a listening time for 

each of us. When we learn to listen, our lives become 

obedient lives. At the close of the transfiguration scene 

described in today’s Gospel, the three apostles hear the 

word of God from the cloud, “This is my beloved Son, 
listen to him.” 

Transfiguration in children 
 

If a child lives with criticism, he learns 

to condemn. 

If a child lives with hostility, he learns 

to fight. 

If a child lives with ridicule, he learns to be shy. 

If a child lives with shame, he learns to feel guilty. 

If a child lives with tolerance, he learns to be patient. 

If a child lives with encouragement, he learns confidence. 

If a child lives with praise, he learns to appreciate. 

If a child lives with fairness, he learns justice. 

If a child lives with security, he learns to have faith. 

If a child lives with approval, he learns to like 

If a child lives with acceptance and friendship,  he learns to 

find love in the world. 

“I have seen the face of the pilot!” 
 

Robert Louis Stevenson tells the story about a ship that 
was in serious trouble in a storm. A passenger on that ship, 
defying orders, made his way to the pilot, who seeing the 
fear on the passenger's face gave him a smile of assurance. 
Relieved, the traveler returned to his cabin and said, "I 
have seen the face of the pilot. He smiled and all is well." 
There are times in life when we need to see our pilot face‐
to‐face. That's what happened in this mystical story that 
the Church calls the Transfiguration of Christ. Peter, James 
and John were there. Moses and Elijah showed up from 
the past. They had an experience that was mystical and out 
of this world. "Turn you eyes upon Jesus/Look full in his 
wonderful face," sings the hymn. What would a glimpse of 
Christ himself mean to you today? 
 

In moments of doubt and during our dark moments of 
despair and hopelessness, the thought of our 
transformation in Heaven will help us to reach out to God 
and to listen to His consoling words: "This is my beloved 
son."  Let us offer our Lenten sacrifices to our Lord so that, 
through these practices of Lent and through the acceptance 
of our daily crosses, we may become closer to him in his 
suffering, may share in the carrying of his cross and may 
finally share the glory of his final “transfiguration,” his 
Resurrection. 

Need a soul‐lift, not a face‐lift! 
 

People pay big money for radiant faces these 
days. Face‐lifts are a thriving business. The 
only problem is that the soul has a way of 
seeping through. Maxwell Maltz is a plastic 
surgeon. He's in the business of lifting people's faces, but, 
Dr. Maltz says, "Even though I get marvelous results, 
patients are often not happy. I have come to realize that 
inner scars are much more difficult to remove than outer 
ones." Could your soul use a lift today? Have depression, 
difficulty, duties and daily routines caused your soul to sag, 
your spirit to falter, your heart to sink? Christ came to lift 
us. Our reflections on the transfigured Christ will give us a 
spiritual lift. 
 

We need “mountain‐top experiences” in our lives: We share 
the “mountain‐top experience” of Peter, James and John 
when we spend extra time in prayer during Lent.  Fasting 
for one day will help the body to store up spiritual 
energy.  This spiritual energy can help us have thoughts 
that are far higher and nobler than our usual mundane 
thinking.  The hunger we experience puts us more closely in 
touch with God and makes us more willing to help the 
hungry.  The crosses of our daily lives also can lead us to the 
glory of transfiguration and resurrection. 
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MASS OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
 

Our annual Mass of Anointing will take place on Saturday, March 9, at 11:00 am.   
All parishioners desiring healing of body, mind, or spirit, are invited to attend.   

Parents and families will have access to: 
 

 Online resources 
 In‐person gatherings at their parish 
 Home based activities 
 Mentorship from other Catholic parents in your parish 
 Access to Spiritual Direction 
 Retreats and Service opportunities with other families 

 

Interested in joining? We will begin by hosting listening sessions for interested parents and families this spring! 
Sign up for the listening session.  Email Dee Nann: dnann@stmatthias.net 

With you on the journey!  
Center for FaithJustice, RENEW International 

FAMILY MATTERS 
JOIN US AS WE EMPOWER CATHOLIC PARENTS TO LIVE OUT THE MISSION 

 

Family Matters is a new initiative of the Center for FaithJustice in partnership 
with RENEW International. It is a process for nurturing discipleship among parents and  

caregivers as they enrich their own faith lives to more vibrantly pass on Catholic social tradition to their children. 
St. Matthias will be piloting this program for families/children this year! Join us! 

Pray 

 Take A Refreshing Pause This Lent!     
Our Lenten Groups 2024 Have Begun! 

 

 You are not late to join a St. Matthias Small Faith Sharing Group if you wish to. 
 We have about 15 groups that meet on various days/times of the week.  
If you are new to this experience, please sign up online:  www.stmatthias.net/livelent/  
 

Facilitators will be contacting group members who have been part of their group. Each group likely will be meeting 
on Zoom usually on the same date/time.  

Groups have already begun!  New members, please sign‐up ASAP!  

METUCHEN CURSILLO MOVEMENT 
Annual Encounter with Christ 

Saturday, March 9, 2024 
8:30 AM ‐ 12:30 PM 

Mary, Mother of God Church 157 S. Triangle Road Hillsborough, NJ 
Speakers: 
Fr. Luke Fletcher, CFR (Blue Army Shrine, Asbury) 

   Dcn. Sal Bonfiglio, OFS (Mary, Mother of God Church, Hillsborough) 
 

Light Refreshments,   Mass,   Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,   Reconciliation,    Stations of the Cross 
 

NOTE: No admission fee, but there will be a free will offering  
 

To Register:  www.metcursillo.org/events‐encounter.htm 
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                          SELF‐CARE FAIR  
 SPRING INTO MENTAL HEALTH  
           MARCH 10th, 2024 at ST. MATTHIAS  

 

St. Matthias Youth ministry, in partnership with St. Augustine’s Kendall Park,  
Sacred Heart in New Brunswick, and St. Joseph in Bound Brook, is organizing this very  

important event focusing on learning techniques to improve our mental and physical health leading to overall wellbeing.   
 

Learning Techniques to improve Your... 
Mental Health 
Physical Health 

Overall Wellbeing 
 

          A Better YOU Awaits! 
 

Guest Speakers  Giveaways/Raffles  Refreshments 
 

In Partnership With: 
St. Augustine’s Church, Kendall Park ; Holy Family Church, New Brunswick ; St. Joseph’s Church, Bound Brook 

 

Questions: Call the St. Matthias Parish Office 732‐828‐1400 or email smyle@stmatthias.net 

Connect 

St. Martin de Porres and SMS Black History Month Contest 
1st Place Winner 

 

Congratulations to the 1st place winner of the SMS Black History Month Contest, Maren Williamson, for her digital 
artwork featuring Black Catholic saints and the first African Americans now on the journey to sainthood.   
Below are a few frames of Maren’s work.  Do not miss the digital showing at all Masses on February 25th. 

           

Thanks again to all SMS students who submitted contest entries this year. 
St. Martin de Porres Society 

ATTENTION SENIORS  ~  SAVE THE DATE 
 

   All Seniors are invited to attend a Yoga Presentation and Demonstration by  
   Yoga Teacher Chanchal Arora:   

Saturday ‐ March 23,  1:30 ‐ 2:30 pm in the School Cafeteria 

 

 We Invite You To Join the Life in the Spirit Seminar! 
 

Join us here at St. Matthias on March 2 from 9 am – 3 pm.  
 

But what is the Life in the Spirit Seminar?  
It is a day of retreat focused on deepening a personal relationship with Jesus Christ through the sacraments of the 

Catholic Church and the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. The reflection topics include God’s love, Receiving God’s Gift, 
Growth and Transformation. There will be lively praise and worship, talks and testimonies.  

It will be a nice spiritual experience for Lent. It is open to all.  Please Save the Date. 
  

For more information, please contact:   
Menchie at 908‐458‐2995 or cventura0302@gmail.com 
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Give (and Receive!) 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

The parish office is in need of volunteers Monday ‐ Friday mornings. 
If you have some free time, please contact Mary Pat in the parish office, (732) 828‐1400.  

Thank you for all you do for St. Matthias. 

Stewardship Reflection February 25, 2024 
2nd Sunday of Lent 

 

“’Here I am!’ he answered.”‐ Genesis 22:11 
 

It is easy to say, “Here I am, Lord,” when we are kneeling 
in church. But how easy is it to say “Here I am, 
Lord,” when a neighbor needs our help, or when we are 
invited to join a parish ministry, or when we are asked to 
provide financial support? Often times we are called when 
it’s not convenient for us. Discipleship is not easy, most of 
the time it will make us uncomfortable and vulnerable. 

Reflexiónese  25 de febrero de 2024   
                        2er Domingo de Cuaresma  
 

“Él respondió: ¡Aquí estoy!”‐Génesis 22:11 
 

Es fácil decir, “Aquí estoy, Señor”, cuando estamos arrodillados 
en la iglesia. Sin embargo, ¿qué tan fácil es decir “Aquí estoy, 
Señor” cuando un vecino necesita nuestra ayuda, o cuando nos 
invitan a unirnos a un ministerio de la parroquia, o cuando se 
nos pide apoyo financiero? Muchas veces somos llamados 
cuando no es conveniente para nosotros. El discipulado no es 
fácil, la mayor parte del tiempo nos hace sentir incómodos y 
vulnerables. 

 IF YOU HAVE NOT SIGNED UP WITH PARISH GIVING… 
 

Most of our contributing parishioners have signed up with our online Parish Giving 

Program. That has been a big help to the parish in so many ways. If you are one of 

the few who have not, here’s why it is helpful to you and important for St. Matthias: 

Parish Giving offers secure flexible online giving for our parishioners who would like 

to make their donations online  

using a credit card or bank transfer. You never have to bring cash or checks to church. Giving electronically also helps  

the church save money and plan the budget. If you want to simplify your life, scan the QR code or go to our website 

www.stmatthias.net and click on the Parish Giving Link under ‘Give’. Parish Giving offers you complete control over  

your account to change your giving as needed. You have the benefit to generate a giving report and easily choose the 

specific collections you wish to support. We thank you for your support which enables St. Matthias to minister to the 

community. 

Stewardship Totals for Fiscal Year July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024 Last Year's Total 

 In-Pew/Mail Parish Giving Weekly Total Weekly Total 

Week 32 - Feb. 4, 2024 $9,212.00 $14,321.25 $23,533.25 $27,203.19 

Week 33 - Feb. 11, 2024 $28,220.98 $24,888.75 $53,109.73 $34,482.25 

Week 34 - Feb. 18, 2024 $9,019.00 $11,549.93 $20,568.93 $21,453.11 

Week 35 - Feb. 25, 2024   $0.00 $21,303.25 

   Month-to-date Total Month-to-date Total 

   $97,211.91 $104,441.80 

   Current Year-to-date Current Year-to-date Total 

   $2,248,386.96 $940,542.52 
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Parish Registration — Welcome to 
St. Matthias! Please register on our 
website. www.stmatthias.net/join‐us, 
or visit the Parish Office. 
 

Marriage — Registered parishioners 

should contact the parish office a year 
before the desired wedding date. 

Baptism — Baptismal Preparation 
Sessions are held four times a year for 
registered parishioners.  Please 
contact the parish office before the 
baby is born.  The sacrament of 
Baptism is celebrated on the second 
and fourth Sunday of each month, 
except during Lent. 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) ‐  If you are interested in 
becoming a Catholic or completing 
the Sacraments of Initiation‐‐ 
Baptism/Confirmation/Eucharist, please 
call the Parish Office. 
 

 

St. Matthias School is a 
PreK3 through 8th grade 
school rooted in faith, 

inspired by love, and dedicated to 
academic excellence. Before and 
After School Care Programs are 
available. Come visit!  
Contact 732‐828‐1402 to schedule a 
tour. 

About St. Matthias (please contact the staff members on the cover for up‐to‐date information) 

Parish Leadership 
Parish Pastoral Council:  
 

Co‐Chairs:   
   Frank Rees       
         Frees814@gmail.com  
    

Marilyn Wegg 
  mcw‐wam@comcast.net   

Co‐Secretaries:  
 

   Stephen Busono 
          sbusono@gmail.com 
 

   Bill Isele 
                   t33sm@aol.com 

   Al Drabnis 
   Didi Molano  

   Sheila Tartaglia 
 

  Fr. Lancelot McGrath,   
  Fr. Abraham, Ex‐Officio 
 

Trustees:  
 

   Pearl Scott 
   Marge Richards 

Parish Finance Council: 
 

   Kester Hector, Chair 
              FinanceCouncil 
                  @stmatthias.net 
   Carmen Driz‐Melilli 
   Barry Dusault 
   Joan Pritchard 

    Cory Panlilio 
 

Mary Pat Burke‐Grospin,  
        Ex‐Officio 
 

Fr. Abraham, Ex‐Officio 

Connecting to Our Local Community 

             Free Tax Preparation Offered through United Way of Northern New Jersey 
 

The United Way of Northern NJ  & its partners are offering FREE tax preparation services for low and  
moderate income households. At no cost to you, IRS tax‐law certified preparers will help you claim all the 
credits you are eligible for and get what you are owed. Tax Filing began on 2/1/2024.  

Visit uwnnj.org/freetaxprep 
For information about scheduling appointments, access  free self‐filing software, and get answers to question.  
For additional information, call  973‐993‐1160, ext. 5.   Email– UnitedWayTaxPrep@UnitedWayNNJ.org 

Monday, March 11 WOMEN’S LENTEN AFTERNOON:  
 

 THE BOTTOMLESS WELL OF GOD’S GRACE:  A JOURNEY WITH JESUS AND THE SAMARITAN WOMAN 
 

Lent is a perfect time to go deeper into the well of our hearts … and God’s heart. During this program, 
we will break open the Samaritan woman’s experience with Jesus at the well (John 4:5‐42) and see how 
our own lives are reflected in hers. As we contemplate Jesus’ initial words: “Give me a drink”, and allow 

our own conversation with him to unfold, we will better know who we are and whose we are.  
Presenter:  Mary Pollini, 1‐3pm at the House of Prayer and on Zoom $20‐$30 as you are able 
 

Information and Registration for all Mount Saint Mary House of Prayer offerings can be found on our 
website:  www.msmhope.org. Call us at 908‐753‐2091 or email us at msmhope@msmhope.org. Registration for all 
offerings is required 10 days in advance to avoid the program being cancelled.  You can register and pay for any program 
on our website.  

LIVING THE LENT WE GET 
March 2, 2024 • 10:00 AM ‐ 3:00 PM  

Presenter: Christine Eberle 
What if we approached Lent as an invitation, rather than a challenge?  

In the first part of this retreat, we will explore how to let life become its own Lenten discipline, calling us to prayer,  
sacrifice, and generosity through the ordinary experiences of each day. In the afternoon, in the company of the Samaritan 
Woman at the Well, we will listen for Jesus’ invitation to allow ourselves to be seen, known, and cherished by God—just as 
we are. 
 

Ways to Register and Participate:  
 In‐person for the day—Donation: $30 (includes lunch)  
 Overnight Friday and attending the Retreat Saturday  ‐  Donation: $85  
 Virtual Participation Donation: $20   

To register for the retreat please email: S. Joannie Cassidy a jlc.cassidy@gmail.com or call (732) 898‐9981.   
 

Sisters of St. Joseph, Center for Spirituality, 21 Main Avenue, Ocean Grove, NJ 07756 
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Complete Kitchen & 
Bathroom Remodeling

Porcelain Marble
Granite Countertops

 Heated Floors
Backsplashes
Shower Doors

    732-514-1500             
Lic # 13VH00782600

(Parishioner)

Diocese of Metuchen
Catholic Cemeteries

and Crematory
800-943-8400

Holy Cross Burial Park
840 Cranbury-South River Rd.

Jamesburg, NJ 08831

Resurrection Burial Park
Hoes Lane and Park Ave.

Piscataway, NJ 08854

www.diometuchen.org/cemeteries

PROTECTIVE
PAVING

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

732-828-4177
SOMERSET, NJ

E X C E L L E N C E  G U A R A N T E E D

Trusted For 77 Years732-873-8900
Restas.com 1873 Amwell Road • Somerset

Auto Care

An Assisted Living 
and Memory Care 

Community in your 
neighborhood.

SCHEDULE A 
TOUR TODAY!

732.873.4800
473 Demott Lane

Somerset, NJ 08873

www.springhills.com

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains • Foundation Repair • Mold Remediation

732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

AreAre
TheseThese
YourYour
Size?Size?

www.middlebushfire.comwww.middlebushfire.com
MIDDLEBUSH VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENTMIDDLEBUSH VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

MIDDLEBUSH
VOLUNTEER
FIRE DEPT.

21 OLCOTT STREET
FIRE FIGHTERS NEEDED

WE WILL TRAIN!
HELP@MIDDLEBUSHFIRE.COM
www.middlebushfi re.com

PA FINANCIAL, CPA
Professional Tax, Accounting, Bookkeeping, Payroll

www.pafi nancials.com
                   Email: philip@pafi nancials.com • Parishioner

                   732-325-3157 • Somerset, NJ 08873

ARE YOU CONSIDERING PLACING 
AN ADVERTISEMENT IN THE 

ST. MATTHIAS WEEKLY BULLETIN? Jp
N  i   ea   t  c  n   n  u  h  y  c  p  

 p i  n  r  y  u es  a   s  !

Call 1.800.333.3166 today for details on this great opportunity!

www.star22home.com
KITCHENS • BATHROOMS

22 Plainfi eld Ave.,
Piscataway, NJ

www.my5DB.com
O: 732-369-6387
M: 732-343-5450

$10,000 Complete 
Bathroom Remodel. 

Labor /Materials

Angie’s List Award 
Winner 2015-2023

Sh ro  & De i  C n  
 A p n n

IN REMEMBRANCE OF SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send 

your email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.
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QUALITY 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Serving Central NJ Since 1986
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

SALES/SERVICE
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

P. Lic. #12425 • E. Lic. #9526
NJ Reg #13VH02047500 • HVAC Lic. 1510

ELECTRIC, PLUMBING 
HEATING & COOLING

1186 LIVINGSTON AVENUE, NORTH BRUNSWICK, NJ 
732-247-7390 • www.DaltonElectricCo.com

NOW HIRING QUALIFIED TEAM MEMBERS

Gleason Funeral Home
At Need Care • Pre-Need • Monuments

Parishioner Owned
William K. Gleason, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 4489

1360 Hamilton Street • Somerset, NJ
732-545-0700

www.GleasonFuneralHome.com

WEALTH ADVISORS, LLC

John C. Moynihan, CFP®
Certifi ed Financial PlannerTM, practitioner

Somerset, NJ
732.873.0433 • www.wwallc.net

Practical Solutions for Managing Wealth

SOLD
BARROOD
Selling, Buying or Renting 
Houses - Call us for help!

700 Easton Ave., Somerset
732-846-1661

Good people, great service, since 1940
Parishioner

D’Angiolillo
Chiropractic Center
Find out more about us 

and how we can help you!
Visit Our Website @

www.DrJoeD.com
(732) 873-2222

PROFESSIONAL CENTER 
AT SOMERSET

11 Clyde Road, Suite 103
Somerset, NJ 08873

Serving Our Community 
Since 1985

900 Easton Ave. Somerset Village
732-247-0400

$1.50 Off Large 18” Pie

FIND YOUR NEW BEST FRIEND.
$60 $60 adoption fee | animals are spayed/neutered, micro-chipped & up-to-date on shotsadoption fee | animals are spayed/neutered, micro-chipped & up-to-date on shots

Franklin Township Animal Shelter
475 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873

732.873.2500 x6255 | Tue-Fri 12-3 & Sat 12-6 Ad sponsored by 
Second Chance For Animals

AJS PAINTING
TONY SCHINELLA, PARISHIONER

Friendly, Courteous Service
Owner Operated, Free Proposals

Meticulous, Guaranteed Work
Highest Quality, Aff ordable Price

No Job Too Small • Since 2001

732-873-8477

BRUNSWICK FURNITURE OUTLET, LLC
330 Townsend St., New Brunswick, NJ

Rafael
732-354-4420

Se Habla Español

BRIGHT VIEWBRIGHT VIEW
POWERWASHINGPOWERWASHING

& PAINTING& PAINTING
Greg Dente, Owner/Operator
Somerset & surrounding areas 
Friendly & Reliable Services

Free estimates • Guaranteed work
We keep our promises  • No job too small 

POWERWASHING
& SMALL PAINTING WORK

908.812.2061908.812.2061

NJ Electric Lic 18143
HVAC Lic 3599

NJ Plumbing Lic
7617 & 9231

Robert Fox, Manager
N.J. License No. 4371

www.BoylanFH.com
Family owned and operated since 1958

188 Easton Avenue
New Brunswick, NJ 08901
 732-545-4040

10 Wooding Avenue
Edison, NJ 08817 

732-572-0076

SUPERIOR
HARDWOOD
F L O O R I N G

FREE ESTIMATES
SANDING | INSTALLS | REPAIRS | REFINISHING

Franco Oliveira                  201.744.8883
superiorhardwoodfl ooring@hotmail.com

LIC. #18219

C & F Paint Hardware
Benjamin Moore Paints

1075 Easton Ave., Suite 12 A
Somerset, NJ 08873

732-764-8908
www.candfpaint.com
Frank Del Tufo - Owner

Event Space RentalEvent Space Rental
Green Brook NJ 08812Green Brook NJ 08812

908-532-3141908-532-3141
Birthday,Baby Shower,MeetingsBirthday,Baby Shower,Meetings

grandcentraljerseyevents.comgrandcentraljerseyevents.com

Making Like Easier®

Your TrustedYour Trusted
Home Care Provider!Home Care Provider!

Personal & Companion Care 
Meal Preparation, Shopping

And Much More!(732) 873-9063(732) 873-9063
www.HomeHelpersHomeCare.com/Somerset

     Put Your Home 
      in My Hands
KATHLEEN FARAH SPERO
Realtor®, Broker, SRS, SRES
C 908.331.0859 • O 908.879.4900
Kathleen.Spero@CBRealty.com
SperoSellsNJ.com
Owned by a subsidiary of Anywhere Advisors LLC

O

Fertilizer • Weed Control
Seeding & Grading
908-809-8366

www.farahlandscapedesign.com
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