
 
 

St. Matthias Parish Office:  

  Monday ‐ Friday, 8:30 am ‐ 4:00 pm,  

  168 JFK Boulevard, Somerset, NJ 08873  

  732‐828‐1400, fax: 732‐828‐0866    

  www.stmatthias.net  

 

Mass Schedule (in person): 

Sat ‐ 5 PM, Sun ‐ 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 12 noon 

M/T/W/Th/F at 8:00 AM 

also on our YouTube channel  

youtube.com/c/StMatthiasSomersetNJ 
 

St. Matthias School (SMS):  

 170 JFK Blvd., Somerset, NJ  08873         

www.stmatthias.info 732‐828‐1402 

 School Office Hours, Monday ‐ Friday,  

7:45 AM ‐3:30 PM  

THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF ST. MATTHIAS  
  SUNDAY, MARCH 17, 2024 

5th Sunday of Lent 

 

 

For all Parish emails, add  @stmatthias.net 
 

Pastor: Rev Abraham Orapankal, Abraham 
Fr. Lancelot McGrath, Parochial Vicar   lmcgrath 
Mary Pat Burke‐Grospin, Business Administrator   
        mpburke‐grospin 
Deacon Ron Caimi, Senior Deacon 
Kelly Counts, Receptionist, kcounts  
Deacon Russell Demkovitz, rdemkovitz 
Nathalie Godet, Website &Bulletin Coordinator, 
   ngodet 
Leslie Guillen, Bulletin Editor, lguillen 
Amy Hanna, Accountant/Databases, ahanna 
Mike Lanyi, Sacristan 
Sue Lenczewski, Youth Coordinator, SMYLE 
Julio Montero, Maintenance Supervisor 
Dolores R. Nann, Pastoral Associate for  
  Faith Formation,  dnann 
Vinnie Natale, Bookkeeper,  vnatale 
Silvia Nizama, Housekeeper  
Deacon John Radvanski,  deaconjohn 
Joan Best Seamon, Pastoral Associate for  
 Music Ministry,  jseamon 
Sr. Marie Therese Sherwood, OSF, Pastoral  

Assoc. for Social Concerns, msherwood  

  

 
St. Matthias School (add @stmatthiasnj.org) 
Mary Lynch, Principal, mlynch 
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PLEASE COME JOIN THE MANY WHO SPEND SOME 
QUIET TIME WITH THE  
EUCHARISTIC LORD.  

OUR NEXT ADORATION WILL BE  
MONDAY EVENING, MARCH 18, 2024  

FROM 6 PM TO 8 PM.  

 

The detailed schedule for  

Holy Week  

Can be found on page 7. 
 

Knights of Columbus &  
SMS Home School Association 

Blood Drive 
Next Sunday. 
Details on page 6 

The Second Collection  
next Sunday 

is for the 
Retirement Collection  

For 
Diocesan Clergy  

 



 This Week @ St. Matthias  A Message From Our Pastor 
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Bulletin Article Requests: 
 

If you would like to send information to be  
included in our bulletin, please email it to 
bulletin@stmatthias.net by 9 AM, MONDAY,  
5 business days before the needed bulletin date 
(earlier for holiday weekends).  Approved  
content is published on a space‐available basis. 

 

Masses are also livestreamed on our YouTube 

channel: youtube.com/c/StMatthiasSomersetNJ 
 

The Church is open for individual prayer  
Mon‐Fri: 7:30 am to dusk , Sat: 9 am to 6pm, and   
Sun: 7:30 am to 1 pm, unless another service is  taking 
place.  
 

Sunday, Mar 17, 2024      St. Patrick’s Day  
 8:00AM     Mass                                       Church                             
10:00AM    Mass                                                         Church 
12:00PM    Mass                                                          Church  
 
Monday,  Mar 18, 2024   St. Cyril of Jersulam, Bishop  

                 & Doctor of the Church 

 8:00AM      Mass                                                        Church 

 6:00PM      Eucharist Adoration                            Church 

 6:30PM      Parish Penance Service                      Church    

                                                   
Tuesday,  Mar 19, 2024   St. Joseph’s Day 
 8:00AM     Mass                                                        Church 
 6:30PM      SMS: SAC Mtg.                        de Porres Rm 
     
Wednesday, Mar 20, 2024      St.  Cuthbert, Bishop &  
                           Patron of Northern England 
  8:00AM     Mass, St. Joseph Novena                 Church                                               
7:30PM     Confirmation #3, Gr. 8         John XXIII Rm    
7:30PM        Folk Group Rehearsal                        Church 
 
Thursday, Mar 21, 2024    St. Nicholas of Flue, Patron  
             of Switzerland 
 8:00AM    Mass                                                         Church  
 9:00AM    Sight & Sound Zoom Mtg.                   Zoom 
10:00AM    Prayer Shawl Ministry Mtg.            Ruiz Rm 
 3:30PM      Children’s Choir  Gr. 3 & 4                  Church   
 4:00PM    Children’s Choir Gr. 5‐8                       Church 
 7:30PM     Sunday 10AM Choir Rehearsal         Church 
                                     
Friday, Mar 22, 2024                 St. Maria Josefa, Nun &  
                                          Foundress 
 8:00AM    Mass                                                          Church 
 7:00PM    Stations of the Cross                             Church 
             
Saturday, Mar 23, 2024       St. Turibus of Mogrovejo,             
                                            Archbishop of Lima 
 9:00AM     RCIA                                           John XXIII Rm 
  1:30PM     Seniors Mtg.                                       Cafeteria 
 3:00PM     Reconciliation                                        Church                  
5:00PM      Vigil Mass                                                Church 
 
 Sunday, Mar 24, 2024      Palm Sunday 
                                    Live Lent Ends 
Retirement Collection for Diocesan Clergy  
 8:00AM     Mass                                       Church   
8:30AM     K of C & HSA  Blood Drive               Cafeteria                     
10:00AM    Mass Sign language Interpreter      Church                                                         
12:00PM     Mass                                                        Church  
 3:30PM     SMYLE Youth Grp,                            Cafeteria 
  

 

Dear Friends, 
 

Last Sunday we had a day of Self Care Fair. It was a  
wonderful experience with representatives from 16 different 
organizations explaining their mission and giving away their 
flyers and other stuff. There were breakout sessions with 
various demonstrations and presentations on various aspects 
of being a better you in the library and the classrooms.  
Msgr. Joseph Kerrigan did a breakout session on Centering Prayer. What  
made this Self Care Fair very unique was that it was fully youth initiated and 
led by a total of 23 Teens ‐ grades 8th to 12th from 4 parishes ‐ St. Augustine, 
Kendall Park, Holy Family, New Brunswick, St. Joseph, Bound Brook, and our 
own St. Matthias. Thanks to our Deacon John Radvanski in a very special way 
for his supervising this event with the help of Sue Lenczewski, our SMYLE  
Coordinator. There were many other adults who served as Mentors and/or 
Professional Mental Health Advisors to whom we offer our gratitude. We wish 
to gratefully acknowledge the following organizations and agencies that  
participated: 
 

Catholic Charities, Central Jersey Family Health Consortium, NAMI NJ, Safe & 
Sound, Community Police Alliance of Somerset County, Franklin Township 
Stigma Free Council, Freedom From Fear, Operation Code Red, Mental Health 
First Aid ‐Empower Somerset, NJ Harm Reduction Coalition, Saint Peter's  
University Hospital's Community Health Services  (Nutrition), The Center For 
Therapy & Counseling Services, 988 Suicide Hotline,  Caring Contact, Franklin 
C.A.N. Franklin Cops and Autism Network, RWJ Barnabas Community Health 
from New Brunswick, and Zufall. 
 

The presence of three Therapy Dogs brought extra cheer to all. There were 
generous donors (local vendors and individuals) who brought food and drinks 
to both the visitors and volunteers; they deserve our thanks in a special way. 
Deacon John Radvanski will be writing about this event in an upcoming issue 
with more information about and acknowledgment of all those involved/
participated. It was truly a unique event for us, showing the holistic approach 
to our total well being. This event has given us an impetus to have more such 
events so that our mental, physical and emotional health will be brought into 
focus together with the spiritual health in the Church. 
 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day today! And Happy St. Joseph’s Feast in two days! 
 Lavish celebrations for these two feasts, especially for St. Patrick’s Day, are 
typical. But it is very important to reflect on the spiritual dimension of each 
feast. 
 

On the feast of St. Patrick, the church focuses on the missionary nature of the 
life of St. Patrick who converted the Irish population to Catholicism in his 33 
years of apostolate there. The Irish rightly brought his legacy to places they 
have settled. This is the right time to read the biography of St. Patrick and be 
inspired to witness to gospel values in our life. 
 

The Feast of St. Joseph is a higher ranking Solemnity in the Liturgical calendar 
of the Church. Therefore the Mass celebrated on March 19 is very much like a 
Sunday Mass with Gloria, and all the readings. The solemnity in the church is 
certainly followed by the solemnity at the dinner table too! St. Joseph’s si‐
lence in the gospels is an indication of his interior disposition of openness to 
listening to God – something we all can benefit from. 
 

Happy Feast of St. Patrick! Happy Feast of St. Joseph! 
 

Your brother in Christ, 
 

Fr. Abraham Orapankal 
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Readings for the Week  

Pray for those who are sick...  

Pray for those who have died…                          —— “His mercy endures forever.”  Chronicles  

Mass Intentions for the Week 

 Rodrigo Delapaz  

Monday Dn 13:1‐9, 15‐17, 19‐30, 33‐62 or 
13:41c‐62 Ps 23:1‐3a, 3b‐4, 5, 6 Jn 8:1‐11 
 

Tuesday 2 Sm 7:4‐5a, 12‐14a, 16 Ps 89:2‐3, 
4‐5, 27 and 29 Rom 4:13, 16‐18, 22 Mt 1:16, 
18‐21, 24a or Lk 2:41‐51a 
 

Wednesday Dn 3:14‐20, 91‐92, 95 Dn 3:52, 
53, 54, 55, 56 Jn 8:31‐42 
 

Thursday Gn 17:3‐9 Ps 105:4‐5, 6‐7, 8‐9 Jn 
8:51‐59 
 

Friday Jer 20:10‐13 Ps 18:2‐3a, 3bc‐4, 5‐6, 7 
Jn 10:31‐42 
 

Saturday Ez 37:21‐28 Jer 31:10, 11‐12abcd, 
13 Jn 11:45‐56 
 

Sunday Is 50:4‐7 Ps 22:8‐9, 17‐18, 19‐20, 23
‐24 Phil 2:6‐11 Mk 11:1‐10 or Jn 12:12‐16 and 
Mk 14:1‐15:47 or Mk 15:1‐39 
 

Saturday,  Mar 16 5:00PM Intention of Parishioners 

Sunday, Mar 17 8:00AM Martin Slyman, by The Varona Family 

 10:00AM 
Armando Delprado,  

by the Sunday 10AM Alto Section 

 12:00PM  
Birthday Blessings for Alma Valdez,  

by Faith Sharing Group 

Monday, Mar 18 8:00AM Elizabeth Garcia, by Ann Marie Sequeira 

Tuesday, Mar 19 8:00AM 
Joseph Mazza,  

by Jean & Al Coviello & Family 

Wednesday, Mar 20 8:00AM  
The Collins & Lynch Families,  

by Marty Collins 

Thursday,  Mar 21 8:00AM   Joyce Viccione, by Manage Assist 

Friday, Mar 22 8:00AM 
Birthday Blessings Atensa & Akwest 

Prempeh, by Alexis 

Saturday,  Mar 23 5:00PM Brian Burke, by The Folk Group 

 10:00AM 
Karl Grentz, Jr.,  

by The Lenczewski Family 

 12:00PM  
John & Sophie Howard,  

by Mary & Jim Woods 

Sunday, Mar 24 8:00AM Intention of Parishioners 

If you or a family member are sick, please call the Parish Office or email Kelly Counts at kcounts@stmatthias.net to 
add the name to this list.  Names will be listed in the bulletin for 6 weeks.  Please let us know if this time period needs 
to be extended.  We want to know how you are doing and want to offer you the support of our prayers.   
New people on our prayer list are noted in blue. 

Beth & Jay Adams 
Kristin Baio 
Olga Marie Bando 
Carolyn Banghart 
Ghislaine Baron 
Helen Bell 

Samantha Bellouny 
Carmen Bender 
Mary Bostrom  
Tara Capatosto 
Elizabeth Card 
Kyle Davidson 
Lisa DeFeo 
Zenon DeGuzman 
Vivian Dong 
Andrea Dubuisson 

Dennis Enright 

Hattie Evans 
Heinley Gaspard 
Claudia Gemgnani 
Emma Gergely 
Claude Godet 
Marie Godet 
Shelly Greene 
Linda Hartong 
Jeff Hentz 
Sloopy & PJ Hoffman 
Gene Horan 
Marilyn Horvath 
Jerry & Donna Hucul  
Amanda Isele 
Baby Elaine Isele 

Nick Isele 
Renée Jolly 
Donna Kahora 
Betsy Kondrat 
Kathy Langenbacher 
Armando D. Liban 
Mary Lou Litrakis 
John Litrakis 
Denis Loboda 
Aries Magali 
Kenneth & Kelly Magat 
Al Maglio 
Susan, King & Tosh 

Manansala 
Alexandra Marquez 
Christine Matthews 
 

Ann McElwee  
Jessica Marie Merrick 
Gail Miranda 
Menchie Molano‐ 
Sotelo 
Danny Ongchango 
Robert Pellegrino 
Robert Pietrowiak 
Valerie Polci 
Kim Price 
Denise Pultro 
Gabriel Rivera 
Arina Robinson 
Bob Rotz 
Maria Schwenzer  
Amy Shepp 
 

Sr. Rosaria Shina, OSF  
Sr. Bernadine Marie 

Stemnock 
Luzviminda Talag 
Jacqueline Taylor  
Anita Vance 
Eileen Weber 
Nancy Whelan 
Theresa Sau‐Ling Yung  
Ginette Zamor 
Anne Zando 
 

And for all who are ill, 
homebound, elderly, 
in nursing care, or 
living with chronic 
illness, we pray. 



 

668 

Page 4                                                                                  www.stmatthias.net                                                                    March 17, 2024 

Reflect 

                           

Marriage Tune‐Up 
 

  Spring officially begins March 19th.  
The changing of the seasons can remind us of 
the changing seasons of marriage. Are you experiencing any 
transitions in your marriage? A New job, a move, a baby? 
Health or money problems? Aging? Don't fight the 
change. Embrace whatever it brings. 

 

Parenting Tune‐Up 
 

On March 21 we honor single parents. Single 
parents are like a Swiss Army knife. They have 
to perform many functions. If you are not a 
single parent, help one you know this week by 
mowing a lawn, babysitting, providing a 
listening ear etc. 

After an exceptionally long and boring sermon the 

congregation filed out of the church not saying a word to 

the pastor.  After a while, a man shook the pastor's hand 

and said, "Pastor, that sermon reminded me of the peace 

and love of God!"  The pastor was ecstatic.  "Nobody has 

ever said anything like that about one of my sermons 

before!  Tell me, how did it remind you of the peace and 

love of God?"  "Well", said the man, "it reminded me of the 

peace of God because it passed all human understanding 

and it reminded me of the love of God because it endured 

forever!" ☺  
 

Teacher: “I want you to tell me the longest sentence you 
can think of.”  

A smart student: “Life imprisonment!”  ☺  
 

Before a pastor began to preach one Sunday morning he 
thought he should explain why he had a Band‐Aid on his 
chin.  "As I was shaving this morning I was thinking about 
today's message when I lost my concentration and 
accidentally cut my chin with the razor."  He then went on 
to preach the longest message of his life.  After the service, 
there was a note in the collection basket: “Dear Pastor, 
next Sunday, while you shave, think of your face and cut 

the sermon."  ☺  

Smile with Your Family  

 

Sacrifice of Olympic Champions 
     

When we watch the Olympics, what do we see but young 

athletes who have made enormous sacrifices over the 

years? They have sacrificed a normal childhood for countless 

hours of hard work and pain and solitary training, and they 

have done it all just for that moment when they might stand 

on the winner's platform at the Olympic Games. If few of us 

are Olympians, many of us are parents, and what is 

parenthood but a whole slew of sacrifices? You sacrifice all 

of your privacy and a piece of your sanity. You sacrifice a 

neat, orderly environment in which to live, where things 

stay just where you left them. You make a huge financial 

sacrifice ‐ between children and taxes, you're lucky to have 

a dollar in your pocket at the end of the day ‐ but you do it 

all for the sake of something which money can't buy. In 

these and in many other ways, we are perfectly used to the 

idea of losing one thing in order to gain something else. It 

all makes me wonder: if we are so willing to sacrifice and 

even suffer for things, which matter to us in our worldly 

lives, why shouldn't we do even more for the sake of our 

spiritual lives?  
 

Why should we shy away from the full meaning of what  

Jesus said in today’s Gospel: "If you love your life you will 
lose it, but if you hate your life in this world, you will gain it 
for eternal life." 

Unless a Grain Dies… 
 

Several years ago, Catherine Marshall wrote 
an article called "When We Dare to Trust 
God.” She said she had been bed‐bound for 
six months with a serious lung infection. No 

amount of medication or prayer helped. She was terribly 
depressed. One day someone gave her a pamphlet about 
a woman missionary who had contracted a strange 
disease. The missionary had been sick for eight years and 
couldn't understand why God let this tragedy happen to 
her. Daily she prayed for health to resume her work. 
Nevertheless, her prayers were unanswered. One day, in 
desperation, she cried out to God: "All right I give up.  
If you want me to be an invalid, that's Your business." 
Within two weeks, that missionary was fully recovered. 
Catherine Marshall was puzzled by that strange story.  
It didn't make sense. "Yet" she said, "I couldn't forget 
that story." Then one morning Catherine cried out to God: 
"God I'm tired of asking you for health. You decide if you 
want me sick or healthy." At that moment, Catherine said 
later, her health began to return. The story of that 
missionary woman and the story of Catherine Marshall 
illustrate what Jesus is talking about in today's Gospel. 
"Unless a grain of wheat dies, it cannot bear fruit." Or to 
put it another way, unless we die to our own will, we 
cannot bear fruit for God. 
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Reflect 

"Amen, I say to you, unless a grain of 
wheat falls to the ground and dies, it 
remains just a grain of wheat; but if it 
dies, it produces much fruit . . ." . . . 
what should I say, 'Father, save me from 

this hour'? But it was for this purpose 
that I came to this hour." John 12: 20‐33 

 

In 1966, the United States was deep in the quagmire of the 

war in Vietnam. The Secretary of the Defense, Robert 

McNamara, sent a Marine‐turned‐researcher named Daniel 

Ellsberg in country to assess the war and the chances for 

success. After accompanying American units fighting and 

dying in the jungle, he realized that the war was all but lost. 

Privately, McNamara concurred with Ellsberg's assessment ‐ 

but, publicly, the secretary continued to grossly 

mischaracterize American progress. Ellsberg was so 

appalled at the carnage taking place because of such 

dishonesty that he secretly turned over to The New York 

Times the official reports he and other analysts had compiled ‐ 

what became known as "The Pentagon Papers." The 4,000 

pages were a detailed history of America's ill‐conceived and 

disastrously managed war in Southeast Asia over 23 years. 

The Nixon Administration obtained a court injunction 

stopping the publication of the documents by The Times. 
 

The editor of The Washington Post, Ben Bradlee, and one of 

his reporters, Ben Bagdikian, then came into possession of 

the papers. They desperately wanted to publish them. To do 

so could lead to imprisonment ‐ and, in all likelihood, the end 

of The Post. Bradlee went to the publisher, Katharine 

Graham, for permission to publish.  
 

The story of what happens next is told in Steven Spielberg's 

acclaimed movie The Post. The timing could not have been 

worse for Mrs. Graham. She had just become publisher of 

the paper, following the death of her husband, and was in 

the midst of taking the Post Company public in order to 

guarantee the paper's financial survival. She knew she was 

out of her depth; her executives and bankers ‐ all men ‐ who 

considered her a wealthy society matron not to be taken 

seriously patronized her. Publishing the Pentagon Papers 

could kill the stock offering. Further complicating the matter 

was her long‐time friendship with Robert McNamara, who 

served on the Post company board. 
 

A particularly moving scene in the film is Katharine's 

meeting with McNamara himself, when Katharine confronts 

him not as a newspaper publisher but as the mother of a son 

who served in Vietnam. How could the government ‐ how 

could McNamara ‐ lie to her and the mothers and fathers of 

 “The Post” 
sons who fought and died in a land so far away, for a cause 

that they all knew was doomed? Katharine Graham 

overruled her lawyers and accountants and gave her editors 

and reporters the go ‐ and took the fight to publish all the 

way to the Supreme Court.  In her courageous stand, 

Katharine Graham had become one of the major figures in 

American journalism and in advocating for the freedom of 

the press. 
 

At a moment of great financial stress and constitutional 

crisis, Katherine Graham meets her "hour." She takes on 

the unique challenge confronting her and her newspaper 

with clear determination and conviction, despite the 

potentially disastrous consequences for her, personally 

and professionally. Like Mrs. Graham ‐ like Jesus ‐ every 

one of us will, at some time, face our own "hour," when 

our faith must become more than words, when we must 

profess our convictions in actions that could have 

devastating consequences. Our "hour" may not mean the 

death of democracy, but our "hour" may require us to put 

on the line our safety, our security, our comfort for what is 

right and just. To follow Jesus in his hour is to trust in the 

grace of God to find the courage and conviction to meet 

ours. 

"I made a difference for that one."  
 

(Adapted and condensed from “The Star 

Thrower” – a story by Loren Eiseley (1907‐

1977), from the book Unexpected 

Universe). One day, a man was walking 

along the beach when he noticed a boy picking something 

up and gently throwing it into the ocean.  Approaching the 

boy, he asked, "What are you doing?" The boy replied, 

"Throwing starfish back into the ocean.  The surf is up and 

the tide is going down.  If I don't throw them back, they'll 

die."  "Son," the man said, "don't you realize there are 

miles and miles of beach and hundreds of starfish?  You 

can't make a difference!"  After listening politely, the boy 

bent down, picked up another starfish and threw it back 

into the surf.  Then, smiling at the man, he said, "See, I 

made a difference for that one. 
 

"The Star Thrower" is a classic story of the power within 
each one of us to make a difference in the lives of 
others.  Today’s Gospel challenges us to make a difference in 
the lives of other people by our sacrificial service to those 
around us in the family, in the workplace and in a wider 
society. 
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Reflect 

Serve 

“They do come to you,  
but you do not hear them.” 

 

In George Bernard Shaw’s play  
St. Joan, which is about Joan of Arc, 
Joan tells of hearing God’s messages. 
She is talking to King Charles. Charles 
doesn’t appreciate this crazy lady in 

armor who insists on leading armies. He’s threatened 
by her. He says, “Oh, your voices, your voices, always 
your voices. Why don’t the voices come to me? I am 
King, not you.” Joan replies, “They do come to you, 
but you do not hear them. You have not sat in the 
field in the evening listening for them. When the 
Angelus rings . . . you cross yourself and have done 
with it. But, if you prayed from your heart and 
listened to the trilling of the bells in the air after they 
stop ringing, you would hear the voices as well as I 
do.” [Bruce Larson, My Creator, My Friend (Waco: 

Word Books Publisher,1986).] Joan heard the voice of 
God; the King, if he heard anything at all, heard only 
thunder. Why? Because she was listening for that 
Voice. Some people are so disconnected from God 
that they never hear God’s voice as described in 
today’s Gospel. 

“The Four Immortal Chaplains” 
 

Just after midnight on Feb. 3, 1943, an 
act of extraordinary unselfishness by a 
group of men became a legend of 
martyrdom and sacrifice. When the 
Germans just south of Greenland 

torpedoed the Army ship Dorchester that night, its passengers 
and crew had 25 minutes to get off the boat. As 902 people 
went for the life jackets, it quickly was discovered there weren't 
near enough. Of the 13 lifeboats, only two functioned. In the 
ship's final minutes, Methodist senior chaplain George Lansing 
Fox, Rabbi Alexander Goode, Dutch Reformed minister Clark V. 
Poling and John P. Washington, a Roman Catholic priest, were 
helping passengers leave the vessel. Then four men appeared all 
of them without life jackets. The chaplains quickly gave up their 
own vests and went down with the ship, perishing in the 
freezing water. Survivors saw them, locked arm in arm, praying 
and singing the Navy hymn, "Eternal Father, Strong to Save" just 
before the ship dove beneath the waves.  
 

 "The  Four  Immortal  Chaplains,"  as  they  are  now  known,  have 
been honored many  times,  including on a  stamp  issued  in  their 
honor  by  the U.S.  Postal  Service.  This world  have  lost much  if 
there  had  not  been  men  prepared  to   forget  their   personal 
safety, security, selfish gain and selfish advancement. The world 
owes  everything  to  people who  recklessly  spent  their  lives  for 
others. New life and eternal life are possible only by the death of 
the  self  through suffering  and  service.   Salt delivers  its  taste by 
dissolving in water; a candle gives  light by burning  its wick and 
melting  its wax.  The oyster produces a priceless pearl by a  long 
and painful process.  Loving parents sacrifice themselves so that 
their children can enjoy a better  life than they themselves have 
had.   Let  us  pray  for  this  self‐sacrificial  spirit,  especially  during 
Lent.  

Blood Drive 
Sponsored by 

Knights of Columbus & SMS Home School Association 
Sunday, March 24, 2024 

From 8AM to 1230PM 
To make an appointment visit: 

www.nybc.org/drive, Sponsor code – 14750 
Please scan the QR code or call 1‐800‐933‐2566 

Walk –Ins are welcome. 

Appointments are preferred however walk-ins will be welcomed  
if space permits. Please remember to eat, drink, and bring your  
donor ID card or ID with name and photo. Masks are optional for  
all donors and staff.  For full list of COVID-19 safety protocols, 
please visit nybc.org/coronavirus.  
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Parents and families will have access to: 
 

 Online resources 
 In‐person gatherings at their parish 
 Home based activities 
 Mentorship from other Catholic parents in your parish 
 Access to Spiritual Direction 
 Retreats and Service opportunities with other families 

 

Interested in joining? We will begin by hosting listening sessions for interested parents and families this spring! 
Sign up for the listening session.  Email Dee Nann: dnann@stmatthias.net 

With you on the journey!  
Center for FaithJustice, RENEW International 

FAMILY MATTERS 
JOIN US AS WE EMPOWER CATHOLIC PARENTS TO LIVE OUT THE MISSION 

 

Family Matters is a new initiative of the Center for FaithJustice in partnership with 
RENEW International. It is a process for nurturing discipleship among parents and  

caregivers as they enrich their own faith lives to more vibrantly pass on Catholic social tradition to their children. 
St. Matthias will be piloting this program for families/children this year! Join us! 

Pray 

Holy Week Schedule 
Thursday, March 28 –Holy Thursday 

Start of Easter Break for SMS, & Parish Office Closed 
7:30 PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

10:45 PM Night Prayer‐Cafeteria 
 

Friday, March 29 – Good Friday 
Holy Land Collection 
Parish Office Closed 

8:30 AM NO MASS/ Morning Prayer Service 
2:00 PM Outdoor Stations of the Cross‐ Parking Lot 

7:30 PM Mass –Passion of the Lord 
 

Saturday, March 30 –Holy Saturday 
8:30 AM – Morning Prayer Service 

12:00 PM Blessing of Food – Cafeteria 
8:00 PM Easter Vigil Mass 

 

Sunday, March 31 ‐ Easter Sunday 
8:00AM Mass 
10:00AM Mass 
12:00PM Mass 

 
Monday, Apr 1 – Parish office closed 

No 8:00AM Mass 

Divine Mercy Novena and Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
Beginning March 29 on Good Friday and ends on April 7, 2024 Divine Mercy Sunday 

 
You are invited to join us as we pray the Divine Mercy Novena and Chaplet beginning March 29, 2024,  
Good Friday, in the church. These are the 9 days before the feast of Divine Mercy on April 7th.  
 

Day 1…after the outdoor Stations of the Cross 
Day 2… after the Saturday morning prayer service 
Day 3 …Easter Sunday…pray on your own  
Day 4‐8…after daily Mass 
 

We will end the novena after the 10 am Mass on Sunday, April 7th, followed by the recitation of the Rosary in the church.  
Remember to bring your rosary beads. Hope to see you there! 
If you are unfamiliar with the novena and chaplet, please visit:. 

www.thedivinemercy.org/message/devotions/pray‐the‐chaplet 
www.thedivinemercy.org/message/devotions/novena 
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ATTENTION SENIORS  ~  SAVE THE DATE 
 

   All Seniors are invited to attend a Yoga Presentation and Demonstration by  
   Yoga Teacher Chanchal Arora:  Saturday ‐ March 23,  1:30 ‐ 2:30 pm in the School Cafeteria 

Learn 
 

           CAMP INVENTION AT ST. MATTHIAS SCHOOL!   
                 June 17‐21, 2024 

Thanks to rave reviews from campers, parents, and  
teachers, we’re bringing Camp Invention back for  

its 7th year at St. Matthias School!  
 Even better, our 2024 program is full of all‐new, hands‐on STEM fun!  

Don’t miss out—register students going into grades Kindergarten ‐ 6th grade at invent.org/mylocalcamp 
until camp starts. Register by March 27th using FUN25 to save $25 or by May 16th using FUN15 to save $15! If you have mul‐
tiple children use SIBLOVE30 to save $30 for 2 siblings and SIBLOVE40 to save $40 for 3 or more siblings!  

Contact Camp Director, Christine Taylor at ctaylor@stmatthiasnj.org for any questions.  
Camp Week: June 17‐21, 2024 

For students 7th grade to 9th grade, you can register as Leaders‐in‐Training to help support the teachers at a discounted 
registration fee and for students 10th grade and up you can get 40 volunteer hours by registering and helping that week! 

Office of Schools/Diocese of Metuchen  
Catholic Schools Teacher Job Fair 

 

St. John Neumann Pastoral Center 
       146 Metlars Lane, Piscataway, NJ 08854 
 

March 20, 2024 
4:00PM to 7:00PM 

  Opportunities are in Middlesex, Somerset, Hunterdon, & Warren counties. 
       www.diometuchen.org/teacherjobfair 

Congratulations to a longtime  
St. Matthias parishioner,  

Francis Sellinger, Jr., 
for winning the  

Night of Winners 50/50 Raffle! 
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Stewardship Reflection March 17, 2024 
5th Sunday of Lent 

 

“I will be their God and they shall be my people.”‐
 Jeremiah 31:33 
 

What does it mean to be God’s people? It means we 
recognize that everything we have and everything we are 
belongs to God. We aren’t “owners” of anything, we are 
merely “stewards” of the gifts God has given us. It means 
we are willing to use our gifts and our lives to care for our 
family, our neighbors and for people we don’t know, just 
as God cares for each of us. 

Reflexiónese  17 de marzo de 2024  
                        50 Domingo de Cuaresma  
 

“Seré su Dios y ellos serán mi pueblo”. ‐ Jeremías 31:33 
 

¿Qué significa ser el pueblo de Dios? Significa reconocer que 
todo lo que tenemos y todo lo que somos le pertenece a Dios. 
No somos los “dueños” de nada, somos simples 
“administradores” de los dones que Dios nos ha dado .Significa 
estar dispuestos a utilizar nuestros dones y nuestras vidas para 
cuidar de nuestra familia, nuestros vecinos y de las personas 
que no conocemos, de la misma manera como Dios cuida de 
cada uno de nosotros. 

2024 Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
 

                                           STAY WITH US, LORD: Renew our Hearts and Send Us on Mission 
 

By now you have received a letter from Bishop Checchio inviting your participation in the 2024 Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal. The diocesan ministries supported by the Appeal directly impact many of the parishioners 
here in [insert name of parish]. Your gift provides formation opportunities for our catechists, youth and 
young adults. In the coming days, you will be receiving a letter from our pastor, [insert pastor’s name], 
encouraging your participation. If you have yet to make your gift, please prayerfully consider doing so  
today by either returning your pledge card in the mail or going to the secure website: 

https://diometuchen.org. 

Give (and Receive!) 

Stewardship Totals for Fiscal Year July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024 Last Year's Total 

Current Month In-Pew/Mail Parish Giving Weekly Total Weekly Total 

Week 36 - Mar 3, 2024 $13,968.00 $14,230.50 $28,198.50 $36,094.75 
Week 37 - Mar. 10, 2024 $9,463.20 $24,878.00 $34,341.20 $30,521.25 
Week 38 - Mar. 17, 2024   $0.00 $24,352.25 
Week 39 - Mar. 24, 2024   $0.00 $20,592.25 
Week 40 - Mar. 31, 2024   $0.00  

   Month-to-date Total Mar Total Last Year 

   $62,539.70 $111,560.50 
   Current Year-to-date Total Year-to-date as of March 31, 2023 

   $2,333,424.91 $1,052,103.02 

 IF YOU HAVE NOT SIGNED UP WITH PARISH GIVING… 
Most of our contributing parishioners have signed up with our online Parish Giving 
Program. That has been a big help to the parish in so many ways. If you are one of 
the few who have not, here’s why it is helpful to you and important for St. Matthias: 

Parish Giving offers secure flexible online giving for our parishioners who would like 

to make their donations online  using a credit card or bank transfer. You never have to bring cash or checks to church. 

Giving electronically also helps the church save money and plan the budget. If you want to simplify your life, scan the 

QR code or go to our website www.stmatthias.net and click on the Parish Giving Link under ‘Give’. Parish Giving offers 

you complete control over your account to change your giving as needed. You have the benefit to generate a giving 

report and easily choose the specific collections you wish to support. We thank you for your support which enables  

St. Matthias to minister to the community. 
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Parish Registration — Welcome to 
St. Matthias! Please register on our 
website. www.stmatthias.net/join‐us, 
or visit the Parish Office. 
 

Marriage — Registered parishioners 

should contact the parish office a year 
before the desired wedding date. 

Baptism — Baptismal Preparation 
Sessions are held four times a year for 
registered parishioners.  Please 
contact the parish office before the 
baby is born.  The sacrament of 
Baptism is celebrated on the second 
and fourth Sunday of each month, 
except during Lent. 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) ‐  If you are interested in 
becoming a Catholic or completing 
the Sacraments of Initiation‐‐ 
Baptism/Confirmation/Eucharist, please 
call the Parish Office. 
 

 

St. Matthias School is a 
PreK3 through 8th grade 
school rooted in faith, 

inspired by love, and dedicated to 
academic excellence. Before and 
After School Care Programs are 
available. Come visit!  
Contact 732‐828‐1402 to schedule a 
tour. 

About St. Matthias (please contact the staff members on the cover for up‐to‐date information) 

Parish Leadership 
Parish Pastoral Council:  
 

Co‐Chairs:   
   Frank Rees       
         Frees814@gmail.com  
    

Marilyn Wegg 
  mcw‐wam@comcast.net   

Co‐Secretaries:  
 

   Stephen Busono 
          sbusono@gmail.com 
 

   Bill Isele 
                   t33sm@aol.com 

   Al Drabnis 
   Didi Molano  

   Sheila Tartaglia 
 

  Fr. Lancelot McGrath,   
  Fr. Abraham, Ex‐Officio 
 

Trustees:  
 

   Pearl Scott 
   Marge Richards 

Parish Finance Council: 
 

   Kester Hector, Chair 
              FinanceCouncil 
                  @stmatthias.net 
   Carmen Driz‐Melilli 
   Barry Dusault 
   Joan Pritchard 

    Cory Panlilio 
 

Mary Pat Burke‐Grospin,  
        Ex‐Officio 
 

Fr. Abraham, Ex‐Officio 

             Free Tax Preparation Offered through United Way of Northern New Jersey 
 

The United Way of Northern NJ  & its partners are offering FREE tax preparation services for low and  
moderate income households. At no cost to you, IRS tax‐law certified preparers will help you claim all the 
credits you are eligible for and get what you are owed. Tax Filing began on 2/1/2024.  

Visit uwnnj.org/freetaxprep 
For information about scheduling appointments, access  free self‐filing software, and get answers to question.  
For additional information, call  973‐993‐1160, ext. 5.   Email– UnitedWayTaxPrep@UnitedWayNNJ.org 

  Mount St. Mary House of Prayer 
  Tuesday, March 26 MAN TO MAN 

Men have unique roles in life…husbands, fathers, grandfathers, the single life and religious life…
We’re pushed and pulled in a thousand directions by responsibilities, stress, loss and by joys.  Where 
can we find time to reflect on the loss and gain of our lives?  For all men—young, old and in be‐
tween.  Join our group over coffee or tea for life affirming discussions and prayer to find God in our 
lives and to make a difference in our own worlds. 
4th Tuesday of the Month. Mar. 26, Apr. 23, May 28, June 18, July 23, Aug. 27 from 7‐8:30 both at the House of Prayer and 
on Zoom   Freewill offering  

Connecting to Our Local Community 

             Come, Have Breakfast: Meditations on God and Earth 
 

 A Virtual Evening with Elizabeth Johnson, CSJ  
Sister of St. Joseph Center for Spirituality,  

21 Main Ave,. Ocean Grove, NJ 07756 
Tuesday, April 23, 2024 • 6:30 ‐ 8:00 PM  

In a series of 30 meditations, Elizabeth Johnson’s newest book views planet 
Earth, its beauty and threatened state, in relation to God. Each meditation offers a snapshot 
of the holy mystery who creates, indwells, redeems, vivifies, and sanctifies the whole world. 
Together, they offer a panoramic view of the living God who loves the Earth, accompanies all its 

inhabitants in their living and their dying, and inspires us to care for our uncommon common home. Come join us 
via zoom for prayer, meditation, and dialogue with Elizabeth Johnson.  
 

Ways to Register and Participate:  
  • Virtual Participation Donation: $20   
To register for the Come, Have Breakfast: Meditations on God and  Earth Zoom please email: 

 S. Joannie Cassidy at jlc.cassidy@gmail.com or call (732) 898‐9981.   
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Complete Kitchen & 
Bathroom Remodeling

Porcelain Marble
Granite Countertops

 Heated Floors
Backsplashes
Shower Doors

    732-514-1500             
Lic # 13VH00782600

(Parishioner)

Diocese of Metuchen
Catholic Cemeteries

and Crematory
800-943-8400

Holy Cross Burial Park
840 Cranbury-South River Rd.

Jamesburg, NJ 08831

Resurrection Burial Park
Hoes Lane and Park Ave.

Piscataway, NJ 08854

www.diometuchen.org/cemeteries

PROTECTIVE
PAVING

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

732-828-4177
SOMERSET, NJ

E X C E L L E N C E  G U A R A N T E E D

Trusted For 77 Years732-873-8900
Restas.com 1873 Amwell Road • Somerset

Auto Care

An Assisted Living 
and Memory Care 

Community in your 
neighborhood.

SCHEDULE A 
TOUR TODAY!

732.873.4800
473 Demott Lane

Somerset, NJ 08873

www.springhills.com

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains • Foundation Repair • Mold Remediation

732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

AreAre
TheseThese
YourYour
Size?Size?

www.middlebushfire.comwww.middlebushfire.com
MIDDLEBUSH VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENTMIDDLEBUSH VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

MIDDLEBUSH
VOLUNTEER
FIRE DEPT.

21 OLCOTT STREET
FIRE FIGHTERS NEEDED

WE WILL TRAIN!
HELP@MIDDLEBUSHFIRE.COM
www.middlebushfi re.com

PA FINANCIAL, CPA
Professional Tax, Accounting, Bookkeeping, Payroll

www.pafi nancials.com
                   Email: philip@pafi nancials.com • Parishioner

                   732-325-3157 • Somerset, NJ 08873

ARE YOU CONSIDERING PLACING 
AN ADVERTISEMENT IN THE 

ST. MATTHIAS WEEKLY BULLETIN? Jp
Now is a great time to call and  nd out how you can suppo  

our parish and grow your business at the same time!

Call 1.800.333.3166 today for details on this great opportunity!

www.star22home.com
KITCHENS • BATHROOMS

22 Plainfi eld Ave.,
Piscataway, NJ

www.my5DB.com
O: 732-369-6387
M: 732-343-5450

$10,000 Complete 
Bathroom Remodel. 

Labor /Materials

Angie’s List Award 
Winner 2015-2023

Showroom & Design Center 
by Appointment

IN REMEMBRANCE OF SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send 

your email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.
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QUALITY 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Serving Central NJ Since 1986
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

SALES/SERVICE
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

P. Lic. #12425 • E. Lic. #9526
NJ Reg #13VH02047500 • HVAC Lic. 1510

ELECTRIC, PLUMBING 
HEATING & COOLING

1186 LIVINGSTON AVENUE, NORTH BRUNSWICK, NJ 
732-247-7390 • www.DaltonElectricCo.com

NOW HIRING QUALIFIED TEAM MEMBERS

Gleason Funeral Home
At Need Care • Pre-Need • Monuments

Parishioner Owned
William K. Gleason, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 4489

1360 Hamilton Street • Somerset, NJ
732-545-0700

www.GleasonFuneralHome.com

WEALTH ADVISORS, LLC

John C. Moynihan, CFP®
Certifi ed Financial PlannerTM, practitioner

Somerset, NJ
732.873.0433 • www.wwallc.net

Practical Solutions for Managing Wealth

SOLD
BARROOD
Selling, Buying or Renting 
Houses - Call us for help!

700 Easton Ave., Somerset
732-846-1661

Good people, great service, since 1940
Parishioner

D’Angiolillo
Chiropractic Center
Find out more about us 

and how we can help you!
Visit Our Website @

www.DrJoeD.com
(732) 873-2222

PROFESSIONAL CENTER 
AT SOMERSET

11 Clyde Road, Suite 103
Somerset, NJ 08873

Serving Our Community 
Since 1985

900 Easton Ave. Somerset Village
732-247-0400

$1.50 Off Large 18” Pie

FIND YOUR NEW BEST FRIEND.
$60 $60 adoption fee | animals are spayed/neutered, micro-chipped & up-to-date on shotsadoption fee | animals are spayed/neutered, micro-chipped & up-to-date on shots

Franklin Township Animal Shelter
475 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873

732.873.2500 x6255 | Tue-Fri 12-3 & Sat 12-6 Ad sponsored by 
Second Chance For Animals

AJS PAINTING
TONY SCHINELLA, PARISHIONER

Friendly, Courteous Service
Owner Operated, Free Proposals

Meticulous, Guaranteed Work
Highest Quality, Aff ordable Price

No Job Too Small • Since 2001

732-873-8477

BRUNSWICK FURNITURE OUTLET, LLC
330 Townsend St., New Brunswick, NJ

Rafael
732-354-4420

Se Habla Español

BRIGHT VIEWBRIGHT VIEW
POWERWASHINGPOWERWASHING

& PAINTING& PAINTING
Greg Dente, Owner/Operator
Somerset & surrounding areas 
Friendly & Reliable Services

Free estimates • Guaranteed work
We keep our promises  • No job too small 

POWERWASHING
& SMALL PAINTING WORK

908.812.2061908.812.2061

NJ Electric Lic 18143
HVAC Lic 3599

NJ Plumbing Lic
7617 & 9231

Robert Fox, Manager
N.J. License No. 4371

www.BoylanFH.com
Family owned and operated since 1958

188 Easton Avenue
New Brunswick, NJ 08901
 732-545-4040

10 Wooding Avenue
Edison, NJ 08817 

732-572-0076

SUPERIOR
HARDWOOD
F L O O R I N G

FREE ESTIMATES
SANDING | INSTALLS | REPAIRS | REFINISHING

Franco Oliveira                  201.744.8883
superiorhardwoodfl ooring@hotmail.com

C & F Paint Hardware
Benjamin Moore Paints

1075 Easton Ave., Suite 12 A
Somerset, NJ 08873

732-764-8908
www.candfpaint.com
Frank Del Tufo - Owner

Event Space RentalEvent Space Rental
Green Brook NJ 08812Green Brook NJ 08812

908-532-3141908-532-3141
Birthday,Baby Shower,MeetingsBirthday,Baby Shower,Meetings

grandcentraljerseyevents.comgrandcentraljerseyevents.com

Making Like Easier®

Your TrustedYour Trusted
Home Care Provider!Home Care Provider!

Personal & Companion Care 
Meal Preparation, Shopping

And Much More!(732) 873-9063(732) 873-9063
www.HomeHelpersHomeCare.com/Somerset

     Put Your Home 
      in My Hands
KATHLEEN FARAH SPERO
Realtor®, Broker, SRS, SRES
C 908.331.0859 • O 908.879.4900
Kathleen.Spero@CBRealty.com
SperoSellsNJ.com
Owned by a subsidiary of Anywhere Advisors LLC

O

Fertilizer • Weed Control
Seeding & Grading
908-809-8366

www.farahlandscapedesign.com

Featuring cutting-edge 
quantum technology 

using light & frequency to 
holistically improve 
healing & wellness
908-328-2112

QuantumLightWellness.com
Hillsborough, NJ

Jay Vince-Cruz & Dom Campbell
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