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Mass Schedule (in person):

Sat - 5 PM, Sun - 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 12 noon
M/T/W/Th/F at 8:00 AM

also on our YouTube channel
youtube.com/c/StMatthiasSomersetNJ

St. Matthias School (SMS):

170 JFK Blvd., Somerset, NJ 08873
www.stmatthias.info 732-828-1402
School Office Hours,
Monday-Friday 7:45AM to 3:30PM

For all Parish emails, add @stmatthias.net

Pastor: Rev Abraham Orapankal, Abraham

Fr. Lancelot McGrath, Parochial Vicar Imcgrath

Mary Pat Burke-Grospin, Business Administrator
mpburke-grospin

Anthony Baio, Maintenance abaio

Deacon Ron Caimi, Senior Deacon

Maria Cornier, Parish Secretary mcornier

Kelly Counts, Receptionist, kcounts

Deacon Russell Demkovitz, rdemkovitz % 2 .

Nathalie Godet, Website & Bulletin Editor, > /
ngodet = i Q

Amy Hanna, Accountant/Databases, ahanna

Mike Lanyi, Sacristan, mlanyi . ? -

Sue Lenczewski, Vouth Coordinator, SMYLE The lovel ¥t masterpiece of the heart of God

Julio Montero, Maintenance Supervisor

Debra Schurko, Director of Religious Education, iS the heal"t Ofa m0th€lf ~ St. Therese ofLisieux

dschurko

Vinnie Natale, Bookkeeper, vnatale Ambsggs%;rn.laaﬁr
Silvia Nizama, Housekeeper A . PLEASE COME JOIN THE MANY WHO SPEND

Deacon John Radvanski, deaconjohn R ’ SOME QUIET TIME WITH THE EUCHARISTIC LORD.
Joan Best Sea'mor.1,.Pastoral A.ssociate for : - e ‘-_ OUR NEXT ADORATION WILL BE
Music Ministry, jseamon 4 3
A MAY 12, 2025 FROM 6 PM TO 8 PM.

WHEN THE DEACON IS AVAILABLE, WE CONCLUDE
ADORATION WITH A BENEDICTION.

St. Matthias School (add @stmatthiasnj.org)
Mary Lynch, Principal, mlynch
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This Week @ St. Matthias

Masses are also livestreamed on our YouTube
channel: youtube.com/c/StMatthiasSomersetNJ

The Church is open for individual prayer

Mon-Fri: 7:00 am to 7:00 pm, Sat: 9 am to 6pm, and
Sun: 7:30 am to 1 pm, unless another service is taking
place.

May is the Month of Mary

Sunday, May 11, 2025 4th Sunday of Easter
MOTHER’S DAY
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

8:00AM  Mass Church
10:00am Mass (Interpreter) Church
12:00PM  Mass Church

Monday, May 12, 2025 St. Nereus, Achilleus and

St. Pancras, Martyrs

8:00AM  Mass Church
INTERNATIONAL NURSES DAY

6:00PM  Eucharistic Adoration Church
7:00PM  Cub Scout Pack 195 Mtg. Cafeteria
Tuesday, May 13 2025 Our Lady of Fatima

8:00AM  Mass Church
5:30PM  Celebration of the Arts Church

7:30PM  Handbell Rehearsal Church
Wednesday, May 14, 2025

FEAST OF ST. MATTHIAS
8:00AM  Mass, St.Joseph Novena Church

9:00pm  Feast of St. Matthias School Mass  Church
9:30 AM  Holy Spirit Prayer Ministry de Porres Rm
6:30PM  Search Committee Mtg. de Porres Rm
7:30PM  Folk Group Rehearsal Church

Thursday, May 15, 2025 St. Isidore, The Farmer
SCHOOL MINI CARNIVAL

8:00AM  Mass

1:00PM  Prayer Shawl

7:30PM  Adult Choir Rehearsal

Church
de Porres Rm
Church

Friday, May 16, 2025 St. Simon Stock, Hermit

8:00AM  Mass Church
6:45PM  Boy Scout Troop 154 Mtg . Cafeteria
7:30PM  Student Council Movie Night  Parking Lot

Saturday, May 17, 2025 St. Pascual, Franciscan,

Religious Brother

9:30AM  Secular Franciscan Mtg. de Porres Rm
11:30AM  First Holy Communion Church
3:30PM  Reconciliation Church
5:00PM  Sunday Vigil Mass Church
Sunday, May 18, 2025 5th Sunday of Easter
DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLE COLLECTION
8:00am Mass Church
10:00AM  Mass Church
11:00AM  OCIA de Porres Rm
12:00PM  Mass Church
1:30PM Baptisms Church

BULLETIN ARTICLE REQUESTS:

If you would like to send information to be
included in our bulletin, please email it to
bulletin@stmatthias.net by 9 AM, MONDAY,
5 business days before the needed bulletin
date (earlier for holiday weekends).
Approved content is published on a space-
available basis.
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A Message From The Pastor

Dear Friends,

Today is Happy Mother’s Day! And the World Day of prayer
for Vocations! These two occasions converging this yearon =
the fourth Sunday of Easter has a special significance. Today’s E
gospel is about Jesus the good shepherd and so today is
known as Good Shepherd Sunday. Every year on this fourth
Sunday of Easter, the gospel gives insight into Jesus Christ
our Good Shepherd who said about his sheep: “I know them, and they follow
me. | give them eternal life, and they shall never perish. No one can take them
out of my hand..” (John 10:27-28).

How appropriate that the shepherding qualities are lived by the mothers. A
shepherding mother guides, nurtures, and protects her children, providing
love, support, and wise counsel. She is a source of strength and guidance,
helping them navigate life's challenges to grow in maturity. Shepherding
mothers offer encouragement and counsel, and love them

unconditionally. We have so many such mothers and grandmothers in our lives
and in our community. We salute them today for their vocation to
motherhood. We want them to know how much we appreciate their selfless
dedication to nurturing their children - young and not so young. We cannot
forget many other women who may not have children of their own and yet do
a lot of shepherding: mothers who have adopted, step-mothers, teachers,
counselors, catechists, godmothers, etc. We remember all of them and ask for
God’s continued blessings upon them. We also pray this day for those who
struggled to be a mother, those who because of circumstances could not be
mother, and for those who have experienced miscarriages, stillbirths, crib
deaths, or death of a child because of illness, accident, or violence.

Today the church all over the world prays for vocations. As Catholics, we
firmly believe that God has a plan for our lives! He calls some to marriage,
some to the priesthood, and others to religious life or to live as generous
single people. In one of the homilies by St. John Paul Il said: “Jesus has a
specific task in life for each and every one of us. Each one of us is hand-picked,
called by name by Jesus! There is no one among us who does not have a divine
vocation! Some are called audibly by God, but the usual kind of call is internal,
through the inner working of the Spirit.” Fully living our own vocations—and
teaching young people how to discern God’s call—is a serious duty, but also a
joyful one. During this week, please encourage the young people in your life—
children, grandchildren, students, and friends—to be open if God calls them to
priesthood or religious life.

The feast of St. Matthias, our Parish Patron, is on May 14. Though it falls on a
weekday, we need to be reminded of the importance of this saint who was
chosen to replace Judas. Even a week ago, some people asked me about
confusing St. Matthias with St. Matthew. | explained. The Acts of the Apostles
1:12-26 narrates beautifully why the 11 Apostles felt that they had to have a
12th one. St. Peter said that they had to “choose one of the men who have been
with us the whole time the Lord Jesus was living among us, beginning from
John’s baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these
must become a witness with us of his resurrection.” There were two candidates
who met these two conditions. Therefore “they cast lots, and the lot fell to
Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles.” (Acts 1:26) and Matthias
was chosen by lot. Our Patron saint invites us to imitate him by being with
Jesus and being a witness of the resurrection of Jesus.

Your brother in Christ,

Fr. Abraham Orapankal

www.stmatthias.net May 11, 2025
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Readings for the Week Mass Intentions for the Week

Monday Acts 11:1-18 Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4 Sat., May 10
Jn10:1-10

Tuesday Acts 11:19-26 Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7 Jn  Sun., May 11
10:22-30

Wednesday Acts 1:15-17, 20-26 Ps 113:1-2, 3-

4,5-6,7-8 Jn 15:9-1

Thursday Acts 13:13-25 Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 Mon., May 12
and 27 Jn 13:16-20

Friday Acts 13:26-33 Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab Jn  Tues., May 13
14:1-6 Wed., May 14
Saturday Acts 13:44-52 Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4

Jn14:714 Thurs., May 15
Sunday Acts 14:21-27 Ps 145:8-9, 10-11,12-13  Fri., May 16
Rv 21:1-5a Jn 13:31-333, 34-35

Sat., May 17
N Sun., May 18
A e
; 77 Y. =

| Fji",.!
Pray for those who are sick...

5:00 PM
8:00 AM

10:00 AM
12:00 PM
8:00 AM
8:00 AM
8:00 AM
8:00 AM
8:00 AM
5:00 PM
8:00 AM

10:00 AM

12:00 PM

Stella and Joseph Michaski
by Russell and Monica Demkovitz

Mary Eads by The Cook & Eads Families
All Mothers - Living & Deceased

Intention for Parishioners

Muriel Aussem and Sister Mary Thomas Aussem
by Thomas Aussem

Mary Sullivan by Dee Nann

Gary Paul Franklin by Heidi Hanson
Santina C. Spinella by Family

Gary Paul Franklin by David Hanson
Eleanor and Phillip Hiller by Litrakis Family
Nancy Moley by The Family

Intention of Parishioners

Health & Blessings for Nathalie and Claudette
by The Godet Family

If you or a family member are sick, please call the Parish Office or email prayer@stmatthias.net to add the name to
this list. Names will be listed in the bulletin for 6 weeks. Please let us know if this time period needs fo be extended.
We want to know how you are doing and want to offer you the support of our prayers.

New people on our prayer list are noted in blue.

Connie Adams Sanora Doyen Jean Alix Jolly
Beth, Jim & Jay Adams Andrea Dubuisson Marie Claude Jolly
Suzanne Adams Derowitsch Family Donna Kahora

Sue Alese Hattie Evans Patty Kerekes
Marie Arroyo Adam Figueriedo Betsy Kondrat
Robert Baker Margaret Ann Cichon  Kim Krikorian
Edgar Banaag Ford Kathy Langenbacher
Carolyn Banghart Sharon Gadomski Rose Larangeira
Ghislaine Baron Gerard Giordano Linda Leone
Carmen Bender Claude Godet Henrietta Lesiak
Mary Bostrom Marie Godet John Litrakis
Robert Brisson Fr. Ben Gomez OMI Mary Lou Litrakis
Patricia Burke Shelly Greene Aries Magali

Karin Cabezaz Joan Harris Cynthia Magat

Ben Campbell Linda Hartong Kenneth & Kelly Magat
Tara Capatosto Jeff Hentz Bobby Manansala
Rustico Castellano Sloopy & JP Hoffman  Susan, King & Tosh
Marty Collins Marilyn Horvath Manansala

Pierre Celestin Jerry & Donna Hucul Colleen Maniscalco
Lisa DeFeo Nicole Cherill Hynes Alexandra Marquez
Patrick Dolphin Rafael Jara Christine Matthews
Vivian Dong Marilyn Jensen Joan Mazzacco

Pray for those who have died...

Ann McElwee Patricia Shea
Jessica Marie Merrick ~ Amy Shepp

Gail Miranda Sr. Rosaria Shina, OSF
Catalina Moran Catherine Steele
Sarah Braun Morini Richard Sury
John Mulholland Jacqueline Taylor
Raoul Nuguid Anita Vance

Celia Palacio Minda Villarica
Dr. Jean Patrick Gayle Vosseler
Robert Pellegrino Eileen Weber
Robert Pierro Nancy Whelan
Robert Pietrowiak Bill Wellman
Valerie Polci Richard Zagurek
Kim Price Mike Zambri
Joan Pritchard Ginette Zamor
Frank Rispoli Anne Zando
Gabriel Rivera Celia M. Zelinski
Bob Rotz

And for all who areiill,
homebound, elderly,
in nursing care, or
living with chronic
illness, we pray.

Marisa Ruppel
Gloria Santos
Maria Schwenzer
Felix Sebastian

—— “His mercy endures forever.” Chronicles
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N Smile with Your Family o5
e Motherhood is a fairytale in reverse. You start in a Cute answers from kids:
beautiful gown end up cleaning everyone's messes.  Who's the boss at your house? Mom. You can tell by
« Being a mom to a teenager will make you room inspection. She sees the stuff under the bed.
understand why some animals eat their young. What would it take to make your Mom perfect? On the

inside she's already perfect. Outside, | think some kind of

e It's sad when you sit around waiting for mom to .
plastic surgery.

make dinner and then you realize you are the mom. _
e There's nothing quite like being told I'm wrong by~ If you could change one thing about your Mom, what

someone who depends on me for food, clothing, would it be? She has this weird thing about me keeping
and shelter. my room clean. I'd get rid of that. And | would like for
her to get rid of those invisible eyes on the back of her

e "A police recruit was asked during the exam, 'What
would you do if you had to arrest your own mother?'
He said, 'Call for backup.' "

head.

Why did your Mom marry your dad? She got too old to

do anything else with him. But my grandma says that
e 'Silence is golden. Unless you have kids. Then Mom didn't have her thinking cap on.

silence is suspicious.” When a frazzled mother sent her little boy to bed, she

e "Why was the house so neat on Mother’s Day? heard him grumbling to himself, "Every time she gets
Because Mom spent all day Saturday cleaning it." tired, I'm the one who ends up having to take a nap."

Parenting Tune-Up Marriage Tune-Up
The stone that the builders rejected has Mother's Day ""No one has greater love QG‘
become the cornerstone." (1 Peter 2:7) Do you | | than this, to lay down one's life for @
or your child ever feel rejected? Sooner or later | [ one's friends." (Jn 15: 13) In addition to
everyone has this experience. It doesn't feel Jesus, who has given their life for you?
good but it's not the end of the world. When Perhaps it is your mother, or someone who has been like

appropriate, share with your child a time that a mother to you. As a spouse, be mindful of laying down
you felt rejected and how you grew fromiit . your life each day for your beloved .

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

The church is badly in need of good shepherds. Hence today is a special day to pray for vocations. But the term vocation
simply means calling. We all are called to a particular way of life according to the plan of God. Hence we pray for vocations
not only to the priesthood, diaconate and the consecrated life, but also for the different lay vocations to the married life, to
single life of consecration, to missionary calling, etc., so that we may have more holy and Spirit-filled shepherds to lead,
feed and protect the Catholic community. Christian thinking on vocation has been summarized in one profound saying: “All
are priests, some are priests, but only one is the Priest.” Christ Jesus is the Priest in the full sense because he is the one me-
diator between God and humanity who offered Himself as a unique sacrifice on the cross. The universal priesthood of all
believers, the sharing of all the baptized in the priesthood of Christ, has received special emphasis since Vatican II. Those
who are called to make a lifelong commitment to serve as ordained ministers share the ministerial priesthood of Jesus. On
this World Day of Prayer for Vocations we are asked to encourage and pray for our young men to respond to God’s call to
serve His Church in the ministerial priesthood.

Prayer through the Intercession of St. Matthias
Dear Saint Matthias, patron of our parish,
You heard Jesus calling you to follow Him from the very beginning of His public ministry. You responded with generosity,
fulfilling the humble role of a disciple and missionary. When you were chosen as one of the Twelve and ordained a bishop, you
fulfilled your shepherding duty of spreading the Gospel to the ends of the earth. Please pray for us, parishioners of this
community founded in your name, that we will listen to the voice of God and respond to His call generously all the days of our
life as you did. Amen.
Saint Matthias, pray for us.
Jesus, | trust in You.

Page 4 www.stmatthias.net May 11. 2025
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Reflect

MOTHER TERESA’S GOOD SHEPHERD PRAYER

During her visit to the United Nations several
years ago, Mother Theresa was approached
by a diplomat who said, “l am not a Catholic,
Mother. But | want to know: how should |

/| pray.” The frail little nun took his burly hands
A\-/. in hers and spread out five of his fingers on

one hand. “When you pray,” she said, “Think

about the many blessings you have received; then, at the
end of the day, count out on each finger the words spoken
to you by Jesus: You.. did.. this.. for.. me.” The diplomat left
holding up his hand as though it were a trophy and saying:
“You did this for me.”

In this simple prayer, Mother Theresa made the Resurrection
seem real. What she meant was that the love and peace of
the Good Shepherd is present to us in the many moments of
compassion that bless our lives: in kind words, in the listen-
ing ear, in generous actions. Jesus is also present in the bless-
ings we extend to others. The Good Shepherd of today’s Gos-
pel guides us every day in our journey to eternal life. As Mother
Teresa became a good shepherd to that diplomat, we too are
called to be good shepherds to others. Everyone who is
entrusted with the care of others is a shepherd. Hence, pas-
tors, parents, teachers, doctors, nurses, government officials,
etc. are all shepherds. We become good shepherds by loving
those entrusted to us, praying for them, spending our time
and talents for their welfare, and guarding them from physical
and spiritual dangers. Parents must be especially careful of
their duties, thus giving their children good example through
the way they live their Christian lives.

MOM, THE GOOD SHEPHERD

My mom is my shepherd; | shall not want. She makes me lie
down under cool, downy comforters. She watches me play
beside still waters. She restores my soul. She leads me in
paths of respect, responsibility, and goodness, for | am her
namesake!

Yea, even though | walk past monsters in the dark, | will not
be scared, because my mom is always near me. Her hands
and her voice, they comfort me. Mama sets the table and
cheerfully calls me to dinner even in front of big, mean
bullies. She anoints my skinned knees and broken heart with
kisses. She smiles and throws me a towel when my cup
runneth over. Surely God's peace, power, and mercy shall
uphold me all the days of my life, for my Mother taught me
to dwell in the house of God forever. Source: Christian
Education 101: A Child Learns to Trust by Laurie Hays
Coffman.

Page 5 www.stmatthias.net

“] LIKE TO PRESERVE MY INTEGRITY AND
CREDIBILITY!”

Some years ago, Mark Cuban, owner of the NBA's Dallas
Mavericks, offered WGN Chicago Radio sports-talk host
David Kaplan $50,000 to change his name legally to
"Dallas Maverick." When Kaplan politely declined, Cuban
sweetened the offer. Cuban would pay Kaplan $100,000
and donate $100,000 to Kaplan's favorite charity if he
took the name for one year. After some soul searching,
and being bombarded by e-mails from listeners who said
he was crazy to turn down the money, Kaplan held firm
and told Cuban no. Kaplan explained: "I'd be saying I'd do
anything for money, and that bothers me. My name is my
birthright. I'd like to preserve my integrity and
credibility." [Skip Bayless, Chicago Tribune (1/10/01),
Leadership Summer 2001)]

The name "Christian" is our birthright. From the moment
of our Baptism and our birth into the Kingdom of God, we
are the sheep of the Good Shepherd who promises to
lead us to green pastures and beside the still waters. The
Voice of the Shepherd protects us. How do we listen to
the voice of our Good Shepherd? Of course our primary
source is the Bible, the Word of God, as interpreted by
the authority of God’s Church. Then we all belong to our
local parishes, our sheepfold, and our pastors are our
shepherds. Jesus is the High Priest, the bishops are the
successors of the apostles, the pastors are their helpers
and the parishioners are the sheep. Hence, as the good
sheep of the parish, parishioners are expected to a) hear
and follow the voice of their shepherds through their
homilies, Bible classes, counseling and advice; b) receive
the spiritual food our pastors provide by regular
participation in the Holy Mass, by frequenting the
Sacraments and by attending prayer services, renewal
programs and missions; c) cooperate with the pastors by
giving them positive suggestions for the welfare of the
parish, by encouraging them in their duties, by lovingly
offering them constructive criticism when they are found
misbehaving or failing in their duties and by praying for
them; and d) cooperate with our fellow-parishioners in
the activities of various councils, ministries and parish
associations.

THANK YOU GOD FOR OUR MOTHERS

Thank you, dear Lord, for our mothers: who were brave
enough to give us birth, who loved us through many
growing-up years, who taught us about God and love
and being good, who often got no thanks, whose ears
could hear the slightest cry, whose eyes didn't miss
much either, whose hands held and bathed and picked
up, whose hearts were often broken, who always
forgave and forgot, who encouraged us when things
went badly, who always had time to listen to us, who
worked so hard to make things go, who make the world
so much better, who deserve our love on Mother's Day
and every day even for eternity. Amen.

May 11, 2025
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HOW GOD CREATED THE FIRST MOM!

By the time the Lord made the woman, he was into his sixth
day of creation and working overtime. An angel approached
and said, "Why are you spending so much time on this
creature?" And the Lord answered and said, “l am making a
woman who is to become the mother of all mankind. So she
should have some special features: 1) Six pairs of hands, five
of them invisible. 2) Three pairs of eyes, one visible pair in the
front, the second and the third invisible pairs at the back and
at the sides of her head. 3) A large and elastic heart. 4) A lap
that can hold three children at one time and that disappears
when she stands up. The angel said, “I can guess why a mom
should have six pairs of hands and a large heart, but why
three pairs of eyes? God said, “One pair of invisible x-ray eyes
at the sides to see through closed doors when she knocks at
the door asks, 'What are you kids doing?" And she already
knows what is going on inside. The second invisible pair at
the back of her head is to see what she is not supposed to
see, but has to see as a responsible mother. And of course,
the third pair of normal eyes in the front is to look at a child
when he makes a mistake and say without uttering a word,
“Dear, | understand you, | love you.” “Any other
specifications?”” the angel asked. God said, “She should be
able to run on black coffee and leftovers. She should have a
kiss that can cure anything from a bruised leg to a broken
heart from a disappointing love affair. She should be able to
heal herself when she is sick. She should feed a family of six
on one pound of hamburger, and finally she should have eyes
that shed tears of joy and pride, tears of sadness, tears of
disappointment, and tears of old age aches, and loneliness.”
The Angel was impressed. "You are a genius, Lord! This
woman is amazing.” Is this not the picture of your

mom? [Adapted from Erma Bombeck’s essay entitled, When
God Created Women)].

MOM IS SELFLESS

A teacher asked a boy this question: "Suppose your mother
baked a pie and there were seven of you your parents and five
children. What part of the pie would you get?" "A sixth,"
replied the boy. "I'm afraid you don't know your fractions,"
said the teacher. "Remember, there are seven of you." "Yes,
teacher," said the boy, "but you don't know my mother.
Mother would say she didn't want any pie."

Mothers should be saluted 1) for their tenacious and sacrificial
love for their children 2) for the tremendous impact they have
on their children and 3) for their intimate relationship with us
from birth to death. On this Mother’s Day, let us gratefully
admit the fact that we can not return, in the same measure, all
the love that our mothers have given us. Hence, let us thank
our mothers today by lavishing our love on them if they are
alive and by offering our prayers for them if they have gone for
their eternal reward.
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IN HER FOOTSTEPS

It was a busy day in Costa Mesa, a California home.
But then, with ten children and one on the way, every
day was a bit hectic for Davida Dalton. On this
particular day, however, she was having trouble do-
ing even the routine chores-all because of one little
boy. Len, who was three at that time, was on her
heels no matter where she went. Whenever she
stopped to do something and turned back around,
she would trip over him. Several times, she patiently
suggested fun activities to keep him occupied
“Wouldn’t you like to play on the swing set?”” she
asked him. But he simply smiled an innocent smile
and said, “Oh, that’s all right, Mommy. I’d rather be in
here with you.” Then he continued to bounce happily
along behind her. After stepping on his toes for the
fifth time, she began to lose her patience and insisted
that he go outside and play with the other children.
When she angrily asked him why he was acting this
way, he looked up at her with sweet green eyes and
said, “Well, Mummy, in Sunday school my teacher
told me to walk in Jesus’ footsteps. But | can’t see
him, so I’'m walking in yours.” She gathered him in
her arms and held him close. Tears of love and
humility spilled over from the prayer that grew in
her heart, a prayer of thanks for the simple, yet
beautiful perspective of a three-year-old boy.

May 11, 2025
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HOMESCHOOLING MOMS RETREAT
THE GIVING TABLE

TH
ﬁ@\ JUNE 14
i #8328\  The Office of H hool
WHERE EVERY MEAL MAKES A DIFFERENCE Liitde heOffice of Homeschoo

Ministry and the Office of
Discipleship Formation for
Children are hosting a retreat
for Homeschooling Moms on
Saturday, June 14th at the

JOIN THE GIVING TABLE, A COMMUNITY-WIDE
INITIATIVE DEDICATED TO SUPPORTING THE
FRANKLIN FOOD BANK.

ON TUESDAY, MAY 13TH, TWENTY/20 TAPHOUSE St. John Neumann Pastoral Center, located at
WILL DONATE 20% OF TOTAL REVENUE TO HELP 146 Metlars Lane in Piscataway. The retreat
THOSE IN NEED. LET'S GIVE BACK AND MAKE A will feature veteran Catholic Homeschooling
LASTING IMPACT IN FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP! Mom Jenny Bales, founder of Heart of a

Mother, a Catholic homeschool consulting
company. The $20 fee for the event includes a
continental breakfast. The retreat begins with
9am Mass in the Pastoral Center chapel
celebrated by Fr. Gilbert Starcher and will
conclude by 12:30 pm.

For More Information Contact:
Jill Kerekes, jkerekes@diometuchen.org
To register:
www.diometuchen.org/homeschool-ministry-1

PRE-RELEASE SCREENING SCREENING OF A MOVIE
Y You are invited to attend an advance screening of
f thie p Triumph of the Heart,
v hak] I Al www.triumphoftheheart.com,
The unteld story of St, Maximilian 9 o _epe
elbels pasian a new movie about St. Maximilian Kolbe.

| The advance screening will be held at Immaculata High
¥ School Theater on Saturday, May 17 at 7 pm. Seating is
limited, so you are encouraged to purchase tickets.
MAY17,,2025 . 7:00 .M. Please scan the QR code.

Immaculata High School Theater .
240 Mouacain Ave, Somsrville, NJ 084 76 Deacon Steven Greydanus of Decent Films,

Doss Operl ani:i0 2.M: www.decentfilms.com, will be conducting a Q&A with
: o .. .. /i Ml Anthony D’Ambrosio, the writer and director of the
I8 film, immediately following the screening.
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. Come pray with us on Our Lady of Fatima's Feast Day on May 13, 2025 at 7pm!

| There will be a Healing Mass with Rev. John Campoli, I.V. Dei at Our Lady of Peace Church in
North Brunswick. All are welcome to attend this celebration of God's Healing Love & Mercy.

" The Mass is sponsored by the Parish Columbiettes.

For more information please see: www.frjohncampoli.com

Our Lady of Peace Church - 1730 US Hwy 130, North Brunswick, NJ 08902

. T e =}~ BROTHERHOOD -+ Hor!
o ESHADD AL L SRR,

{1 PRAYER PARTNERS FELLOWSHIP INTERNAT

moWRE - Anchored in Hope

A men's night led by the Brothechood of Hope
In partnership with our diocese & St James men's ministry
Join us for a night of good food, wine, teaching, music, and faith sharing.
ISTH qi'IANKSGIva Thursday, May 22
5:45 - Evening Prayer Stone House at

Where Jesus Christ is Lord

2 - . - 6:00 - Wine Stirling Ridge (the Lodge)
‘When he comes, the Spll"lf of truth, He wil gulde you 1o a) truth 6:30 - Dinner and Program 50 Stirling Rd., Warren
“ree wil cvent. o perrveonlev@me com "re comis
Junel4, 2025Saturday 9:00-400pm e | el e coming
Sts. Peter &Paul Catholic Church Auditorium Anchored in Hope - A Formation Event for Men
Z85Hamiton St Somersst N 08873 The Diocese of Metuchen is partnering with the
Rev. Fr. Rober! Lamirez Bro. Alvin Marcelino Brotherhood of Hope, as well as the Men of

iy Healing Message St. James (Basking Ridge), to host Anchored in
Hope, a night of good food, wine, teaching, music,
and faith sharing. This free event (a free will

EL SHADDAI offering will be collected at the event) is open to all
June 14, 2025 men and will be held at the Stone House at Sterling
Saturday, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm Ridge on Thursday, May 22.
St. Peter & St. Paul Catholic Church Auditorium For questions, or to RSVP, please email:

285 Hamilton Street, Somerset, NJ 08873 Terry Conley at terryconley@me.com.

\\Illl’
N7 CAMP INVENTION AT ST. MATTHIAS SCHOOL! ;E@’
I I I JUNE 23-27, 2025 8:30 AM-3:00 PM TN

| SAINT MATTHIAS SCHOOL | Thanks to rave reviews from campers, parents, and teachers, Camp Invention”
we’re bringing Camp Invention back for its 8th year at St. Matthias School!
Even better, our 2025 program is full of all-new, hands-on STEM fun! Don’t miss out —
register students going into grades Kindergarten through 6th grade at invent.org/camp until camp starts.
Register by May 15" using FUN15 to save $15!
If you have multiple children use SIBLOVE30 to save $30 for 2 siblings and SIBLOVE40 to save $40 for 3 or more siblings!
Contact Camp Director, Christine Taylor at ctaylor@stmatthiasnj.org for any questions.

For students 7th grade to 9th grade, you can register as Leaders-in-Training to help support the teachers at a discounted
registration fee and for students 10th grade and up you can get
40 volunteer hours by registering and helping that week!

-~ GIFT REGISTRATION OPEN FOR 2025-2026
ﬁ%T Religious Education includes the G.I.F.T. (Growing in Faith Together) program, which is for

families with children in grades K-Grade 8 or for anyone who wishes to grow in faith. GIFT is
GROWING an intergenerational faith formation process that recognizes that faith formation is life-long.
IN FAITH Al public school children in grades K-8 must be registered in this program to be eligible to enter
TOGETHER immediate sacramental preparation programs.

To register for 2025-2026 please visit: www.stmatthias.net/faith-formation
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Give (and Receive!)

Stewardship Totals for Fiscal Year July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025 Last Year's Total
Current Month In-Pew/Mail |Parish Giving Weekly Total Weekly Total

Week 44 - May 4, 2025 $13,700.00 $14,136.50 $27,836.50 $27,521.50
Week 45 - May 11, 2025 $33,448.00
Week 46 - May 18, 2025 $21,443.65
Week 47 - May 26, 2025 $22,094.60

Month-to-date Total May Total Last Year
$27,836.50 $104,507.75

Current Year-to-date Total | Year-to-date as of May 31, 2024
$1,161,065.35 $1,163,455.70
REMINDER!

When we contribute via check, the Chase Bank requires that the checks must be
made out to “Church of St. Matthias.”
No other variation of this designation will be acceptable due to greater security controls.

Stewardship Reflection May 11, 2025 Reflexidnese - 11 de Mayo de 2025
4th Sunday of Easter Domingo 4° de Pascua
“The disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.” “Y los discipulos quedaron llenos de alegria y del Espiritu
(Acts 13:52) Santo.” (Hechos 13:52)
The disciples heard Our Lord’s call and were able to Los discipulos escucharon el lamado de Nuestro Sefior y

spread the Gospel message with strength and vitality. ~ fueron capaces de esparcir el mensaje del Evangelio con
We, too, can experience that same joy if we make room fortalezay vitalidad. Nosotros también podemos
for the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts. When we use our experimentar la misma alegria si hacemos espacio para que el

gifts in the way that God intends, He fills us with Espiritu Santo llene nuestros corazones. Cuando utilizamos
supernatural joy. A joy that others notice and are nuestros dones de la manera que el Sefior quiere. El nos llena
attracted to! de alegria sobrenatural. ;Una alegria que los demds notany

que los atrae!

2025 BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL
Theme: PILGRIMS OF HOPE: JOURNEYING TOGETHER IN FAITH, HOPE AND CHARITY

All our parishioners must have received a letter about the Annual Bishop’s Annual Appeal.
Parishes throughout the Diocese of Metuchen are given a specific amount to raise.

The 2025 BAA goal for St. Matthias is $175,000. Our parish has already pledged $160,226.97
(91.56%) of this goal - thanks to the good will and generosity of our parishioners. The goal
is for every family to participate. Every gift, no matter the size, is important and greatly
appreciated. Together, we are keeping Christ’s presence alive in the world today.

Thank you for actively participating in this mission by your financial support.

METUCHEN
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Connecting to Our Local Community

#&

DIOCESE OF METUCHEN
PRESENTS:

T L 4 FEMITNTNE GENTUS

v ey o R
R oy BRUNCH
b ¢ s AV JUBTIEE C TLBR\[IONUI WOMEN
- - ] L E > Come discover God's
‘ V. 4 p\un 1‘\‘1'_\'&‘1“' ultimare
- H b’ . Hmu'islungf

w A
The Women's Ministry of 8t. Cecilia - - . > EVENT } ”Cu.j ”J_{.-d fTS:
“Women Rooted in Fa]tbk» / Ecllowshin & N -
invite you to join us for our Annual * Fellowship & Music

| 2 * Hot Brunch
* Prayer & Retlection
MATN SPEAKER;
LISA COTTER

“REVEAL THE GIFT"

Our theme this year is: "Putting on the Armor of God”

LEsther 4:14 "Perhaps I was made for such a time as this.”

Special Guest Speaker: Luura Phelps

i ) 2072
from “Waulking With Purpose™ U(_ I ()BLI{L” ﬂ )j
Laura is a Catholic Author (Dur Sunday Visitor) & 9:30 \\,‘ O 12: 130 i‘\\
National Speaker
¥ ST. JOHN NEUMARKN PA
SATURDAY | MAY 31 | 11AM - 2PM . METLAGS LANE. B
register here 4 Ll . SC
by 5/20/25 St. Cecilia Parish [lall
10 Kingston Lane S
Monmouth Junction, NI
Fee: 25 $30/PERSON
L FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO
fve - RECISTER,
wi Hll @ HTTPS, v ANLIFE
Aldpdres Jor 732-799-8932 or womensministrvsteeciliasgmail.com Xy - AREAHGESS
Cathaolic Charities > 2

GENTLE YOGA AND COMPASSION PRACTICES TO RESTORE MIND, BODY, AND SPIRIT
presented by Christina Reed and Donna McCabe
Wednesday, May 14 from 7-9pm
L ——. . . .
e e After some gentle stretching and breath prayer to create space and ground yourself, you’ll drift into a deep
1651 US Highway 2 sense of stillness and find peace through guided self-compassion and body scan meditations to reset and
Watchung, NI 07069 . .. . . .
restore mind, body, and spirit. To close, each participant will create a remembrance to use at home as a

reminder of their intentions. All levels accommodated — yoga can be done on a mat or in a chair. Please wear

comfortable clothes and bring a yoga mat if you have one. Hybrid. $20-$30 as you are able
Parish Leadership
Parish Pastoral Council: Secretary: Fr. Lancelot McGrath Parish Finance Council:
Co-Chairs: Sheila Tartaglia Fr. Abraham, Ex-Officio Kester Hector, Chair D) Pa;ﬁBl.Jrke—Grospln,
Stephen Busono FinanceCouncil Ex-Officio
sbusono@gmail.com | Members: Trustees: @stmatthias.net | rr, Abraham, Ex-Officio
Teresa Yannotta C Driz-Melilli
Bill Isele P Pearl Scott ElE BATESBAS L
t33sm@aol.com ) ) Barry Dusault
Miles London Marge Richards Joan Pritchard

About St. Matthias (please contact the staff members on the cover for up-to-date information)

Parish Registration — Welcome to Baptism — Baptismal Preparation Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults c St. Matthias SctthOI is a
St. Matthias! Please register on our Sessions are held four times a year for (RCIA)- If you are interested in PreK3 through 8™ grade

website. www.stmatthias.net/join-us : ichi . . . school rooted in faith

or visit the Parish Office. ! ' registered pans.hxoners. Please becoming a Catholic or cgmpletmg inspired by love, and dedicated tc;
contact the parish office before the the Sacraments of Initiation- e arealEnas, B and

Marriage — Registered parishioners baby is born. The sacrament of Baptism/Confirmation/Eucharist, please  after School Care Prc;grams -

should contact the parish office ayear Baptismis celebrated on the second  call the Parish Office. availEbe, Came vt

before the desired wedding date. and fourth Sunday of each month, Contact 732-828-1402 to schedule a
except during Lent. tour.
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ROOFING © CHIMNEYS e MASONRY e GUTTERS
We Find and Fix Leaks!
¢ |
B Er s _ 7. EXPERT CHIMNEY
VOLUNTEER MERCap s ns1B & ROOFING
FIRE DEPT. Complete Kitchen & fr----s-cc-mo oo mre o
21 OLCOTT STREET . 20% OFF 1 $1100 OFF
Bathroom Remodeling |i anyROOF, CHIMNEY, GUTTER 1 ANY NEW ROOF
BEERSSTERS NEEDED Porcelain Marbl | _MASONRYREPAIR& SENIORS !l _____REPLACEMENT _____!
WE WILL TRAIN! orcelain viarble Family Owned & Operated - Lic. #13VH 11097900
@middlebushfire.com Graﬁgztg(?%?ézl;t:p s
Backsplashes An Assisted Living
S;I;;Vesrllzologim & and Memory Care
Lic # 13VH00782600 NN SRR Community in your
(Parishioner) LIVE HAPPY neighborhood.
Jou e R M PROTECTIVE SCHEDULE A
All Work Guaranteed
732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com 732.873.4800

For Advertising Information Contact 473 Demott Lane
Ryan Mahalsky . Somerset, NJ 08873
208-392-4240 DRIVEWAYS % www.springhills.com
rmahalsky@jppc.net PARKING LOTS : : .
' FULLY INSURED :
I’ FREE ESTIMATES —/ Yy
JOHN PATRICK 732-828-4 I 77 .. 113 Clinton St., So. Bound Brook, NJ
publishing company, inc. SOMERSET, Nj 848'395'4467 0 giovannis-nj.com
Private Rooms for Repass

Ophthalmology
Associates, L.L.C. 49 VERONICA AVE. SUITE #204
SOMERSET, NJ 08873

Comprehensive

@E(hson 732-565'1 500

SPONS0R3S

Cataract/Cornea
Glaucoma/Retina
WRY’S soft & speciatty | ASK #W H ATS -

Youwndakion Roopider K. Francesca K. Contact Lens Fitting MY N A M E
Grewal, M.D. Lee, O.D. www.edisonophthalmology.com
United Together In The Fight H ® inrememorance of SAMANEAA, jadephdar,
et catholicmatch - s
Don’t Just Teach Kindness... New Jersey e} STOP | ASK
B oz HSAMI
CatholicMatch.com/dateNJ \ MATCH | INFORM

www.MallorysArmy.com
4 % ROOFING - CHIMNEYS

. (973) 440-8657 e MASONRY . GUTTERS - DECK REPAIR

info@mallorysarmy.org 5y FOaLY0ss We Find & Fix Leaks! j-—g-=-=-=-==--—-=-""--.
It’s easy to join . g . ; $1100 OFF

our mailing list! Make a Difference in Your Community NGy, By New Roof Replacement

Ll [ A e e

i R | 9 :

Justse:dt yo:lr email address vo LU N T E E R ROYAL PRO ; Askg)f,{?i mg'(;:u!t‘:n ]
‘ext message: 3 . : h :

Text ,.’;,ALLORYZARMY with the American Red Cross CONSTRUCTION ' MxeryRepair&SENIORS )
to 22828 to get started. Join today at redcross orgNoiunteer Family Owned/Operated ¢ Lic. #13VH0934200, Bonded & Insured * 20+ Years

i Message and data rates may apply.

732-589-9967 Scwwing il of Vew Jorcey

Sponsors can offer promotlons \ ANYONE in the community can access
discounts and/or up-to-date contact WEA B E R realtime offers from their favorite

information to the ENTIRE community spdﬂs&rs to save, share & support
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HOURS:

Monday Closed
Tues-Thurs 4-9pm
Fri & Sat 12-10pm
Sunday 12-8pm

}0‘1-‘5 Mez ¥

CATERING FOR

s LIFEEVENTS
Deli & Pizzeria « Delivery

28 Main St., South Bound Brook

(732) 356-4557
www.Joes-meatmarket.com

22
Restaurant Italiano
¢ )
113 Clinton Street
So. Bound Brook, NJ  BYOB FrienoLy
848-305-4467 (GIOS)  CompumenTARY VALET
chefgio@giovannis-nj.com PARKING MANDATORY
Join Our Mailing List ~ FRi & SAT EVENINGS

f Steve’s
@ Pizza !

& Restaurant |

900 Easton Ave. Somerset Village

| 732-247-0400 |
$1 50 Off Large 18” P1e

TONY SCHINELLA, PARISHIONER
Friendly, Courteous Service
Owner Operated, Free Proposals
Meticulous, Guaranteed Work
Highest Quality, Affordable Price
No Job Too Small - Since 2001

732-873-8477

SOLD

BARROOD

Selling, Buying or Renting

Your Trusted
Home Care Provider!

Personal & Companion Care

Home Helpers®

Making Like Easier®

JOHN’S PAINTING
Local Resident &
Diocesan Member

Houses - Call us for help!
700 EASTON AVE., SOMERSET

732-846-1661

Parishoner Owned
Wind, Rain, Fire, Water, Plumbing,
Vandalism, Snow, Ice, Mold, etc.

(732) 873-9063 Meal Zfﬁgﬁﬂ”ggﬁﬂmg?glpplhg (908) 604'8759 Good people, great service, since 1940
www.HomeHelpersHomeCare.com/Somerset www.johnspaint.com PARISHIONER
Welcome to Our Church! | National Public Adjustment
Amokd Esrt|(732) 850-4142 I]’Scl)lvlv(éllilv"l; A‘S,FII]IEL\‘T’(‘}’ GLEASON FUNERAL HOME
rivate/Public Insurance Claims Adjuster & PAINTING AT NEED CARE o PRE-NEED o MONUMENTS

Greg Dente, Owner/Operator
Somerset & surrounding areas

W Hecriclic 19145

Ny Paming ic
7617 8 935 HVAC Lic

aiﬁm

7&[&/@ @

Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric

American
Stamdard.

WEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING

732-247-2763

696 Franklin Blvd., Somerset, NJ 08873
www.jackdolanandsons.com info@jackdolanandsons.com

BRUNSWICK FURNITURE OUTLET, LLC
330 Townsend St., New Brunswick, NJ
Rafael SeHabla Espanol

Friendly & Reliable Services
Free estimates - Guaranteed work

PARISHIONER OWNED
William K. Gleason, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 4489

We keep our promises « No job too small

POWERWASHING
& SMALL PAINTING WORK

908.812.2061

SENIOR
HOME AIDE
Trustworthy and
reliable home aide
available to assist in

taking care of your home.|j

Call or text
(908) 544-6152
for details and
to schedule help.

1360 HAMILTON STREET ¢« SOMERSET, NJ

732-545-0700

WWW.GLEASONFUNERALHOME.cOM

WE’RE HIRING!

Substitute Teachers & Support Staff throughout New Jersey

Apply today at SOURCEﬁTEACHERS.com

April Tarantino @ RWPX
Broker Associate

| Direct: (732) 735-3511 W@ [ 55Ut Town
apriltarantino@hotmail.com Somerset, NJ 08873
www.apriltarantino.com 0:(732) 249-7362x107

31 Years Experience ~ Somerset Specialist

RAIKE’S

Home Improvement LLC
732-249- 7113

JFully Insured Lic. 13VH06498900 www.raikesh

provemer t.com

Your continued support has not gone unnoticed
by your parish community and is SO appreciated!

: D’Angiolillo

°Ch1r0pract1c Center

& Find out more about us
and how we can help you!

QUALITY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
Serving Central NJ Since 1986
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Now
HIRING
QUALIFIED

DALTON
73224050 SALES/SERVICE pRa

ELECTRIC, PLUMBING All Major Credit Cards Accepted G
HEATING & COOLING  P.Lic. #12425  E. Lic. #9526 * N Reg #13VH02047500  HVAC Lic. 1510
1186 LIVINGSTON AVENUE, NORTH BRUNSWICK,N) ~ WWW.DALTONEPHC.COM

Visit Our Website @
www.DrJoeD.com

(732) 873-2222

PROFESSIONAL CENTER
AT SOMERSET

Angie’s List Award

Winner 2015-2023
oom & Design Center
by Appointment

SD@W

PATH

WWW. mySDB com

0:732-369-6387
M: 732-343-5450

A_
star22home showr

www.star22home.com
KITCHENS - BATHROOMS
22 Plainfield Ave.,
Piscataway, NJ

$10,000 Complete
Bathroom Remodel.
Labor /Materials

11 Clyde Road, Suite 103
Somerset, NJ 08873

Serving Our Community
Since 1985

- WORSHID
WA U

;‘_-;.-.-4 _ 4

Franklln Township Anlmal Shelter
475 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873

We Install & Construct

* Windows * Finished Basements  ° Siding
* Doors « Kitchens * Roofing
* Decks « Baths  Custom Interior Woodwork

Power Washing
Homes ¢ Decks ¢ Sidewalks ¢ Driveways ¢ Stoops ° Etc.

No Job Too Small! Cabinet Refacing Parishioner

P;d %w f‘?’am& %*

n ”7/ Hﬂ”‘é COLDWELL BANKER

KATHLEEN FARAH SPERO  REALTY

Realtor®, Broker, SRS, SRES

C 908.331.0859 « O 908.879.4900

Kathleen.Spero@CBRealty.com

SperoSellsNJ.com

Ovﬁ'\ed by a subsidiary of Anywhere Advisors LLC

Fertilizer - Weed Control
Seeding & Grading
908-809-8366

www.farahlandscapedesign.com

TURF

E&Mtﬂ

:_g ;r-(/z(’a((/ (C') ff( LIne.

BOYLAN ..

New Brunswick, NJ 08901
732-545-4040

732.873.2500 x6255 | Tue-Fri 12-3 & Sat 12-6  suriconatohinss
Robert Fox, Manager
N.J. License No. 4371
10 Wooding Avenue
www.BoylanFH.com Edison, NJ 08817

Family owned and operated since 1958

732-572-0076
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