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This Week @ St. Matthias

Masses are also livestreamed on our YouTube
channel: youtube.com/c/StMatthiasSomersetNJ

The Church is open for individual prayer

Mon-Fri: 7:30 am to dusk , Sat: 9 am to 6pm, and

Sun: 7:30 am to 1 pm, unless another service is taking
place.

Sunday, Oct 20, 2024
World Mission Sunday Collection

8:00AM  Mass Church
10:00AM  Mass Church
11:00AM  RCIA de Porres Rm & Ruiz Rm
12:00PM  Mass Church

Monday, Oct 21,2024  St. Hilarion the Great, Abbot
8:00AM  Mass, Miraculous Medal Novena Church
6:00PM  Eucharistic Adoration Church

Tuesday, Oct 22, 2024
8:00AM  Mass
7:30PM  Handbell Rehearsal

St. John Paul Il, Pope
Church
Church

Wednesday, Oct 23, 2024 St. John of Capistrano,

Priest
8:00AM  Mass St.Joseph Novena Church
9:30AM  Holy Spirit Prayer Group de Porres Rm
2:00PM  Bereavement Gathering  de Porres Rm
7:30PM  Folk Group rehearsal Church

Thursday, Oct 24, 2024 St. Anthony Mary Claret,
Archbishop & Founder of the Claretians

8:00AM  Mass Church
10:00AM  Lazarus Ministry de Porres Rm
3:30PM  Children’s Choir, Gr. 3&4 Church
4:00PM  Children’s Choir Gr. 5-8 Church
7:30PM  Adult Choir Rehearsal Church

Friday, Oct 25,2024 40 Martyrs of England & Wales

8:00AM  Mass Church

6:00PM  SMS -Trunk or Treat Parking Lot
Rain Date-10/27 2-5PM

Saturday, Oct 26, 2024 St. Evaristus, Pope & Martyr
8:00AM  Parish Reflection Day School Building
3:30PM  Reconciliation Church
5:00PM  Vigil Mass Church

Sunday, Oct 27, 2024

8:00AM  Mass Church
8:00AM K of C Pancake Breakfast Cafeteria
10:00AM  Mass Church
11:00AM  RCIA de Porres Rm & Ruiz Rm
12:00PM  Mass Church
1:00PM  Prayer & Discernment for Vocations

John XXIII Rm

BULLETIN ARTICLE REQUESTS:
If you would like to send information to be
included in our bulletin, please email it to
bulletin@stmatthias.net by 9 AM, MONDAY,
5 business days before the needed bulletin
date (earlier for holiday weekends). Approved
content is published on a space-available basis.
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A Message From Our Pastor

Dear Friends,

Today is World Mission Sunday, organized by the Society for &
the Propagation of the Faith. It is a day set aside for
Catholics worldwide to reflect on our own baptism, when
we received the gift of faith, and recommit ourselves to the
Church's missionary activity through prayer and sacrifice.

Pope Francis explains the theme of this year’s World Mission Sunday in these
words: “The theme | have chosen for this year’s World Mission Day is taken
from the Gospel parable of the wedding banquet (cf. Mt 22:1-14). After the
guests refused his invitation, the king, the main character in the story, tells his
servants: “Go therefore to the thoroughfares, and invite to the marriage feast
as many as you find” (v. 9). Reflecting on this key passage in the context of the
parable and of Jesus’ own life, we can discern several important aspects of
evangelization. These appear particularly timely for all of us, as missionary
disciples of Christ, during this final stage of the synodal journey that, in the
words of its motto, “Communion, Participation, Mission”, seeks to refocus the
Church on her primary task, which is the preaching of the Gospel in today’s
world.”

Pope Saint John Paul Il has also spoken of the Propagation of the Faith's
General Fund of support: "The offerings that will be collected [on World
Mission Sunday] are destined for a common fund of solidarity distributed, in
the Pope's name, by the Society for the Propagation of the Faith among the
missions and missionaries of the entire world."

I have shared with you my own life as a missionary in the State of Nagaland,
in the remote north-eastern part of India for many years. Every year the
needs of the Catholic Church in the Missions grow. The missionaries - priests,
religious men and women, lay men and women missionaries — continue to
give themselves in many countries, especially in the remote areas where
poor people live. Our own parishioner, Sr. Mary Vertucci, a Maryknoll
missionary, is a prime example of such a committed missionary who is
working tirelessly for the good of the poor girls through the Emusoi Center
in Tanzania which we support as a parish.

Many adult conversions are taking place in the missions, new dioceses are
formed, new seminaries are opened because of the growing number of
young men hearing Christ's call to follow Him as priests, areas devastated by
war or natural disaster are rebuilt, and other areas, long suppressed, are
opening up to hear the message of Christ and His Church. That is why the
involvement and commitment of Catholics from around the world is so
urgently needed. Offerings from Catholics in the United States, on World
Mission Sunday and throughout the year, are combined with offerings to the
Propagation of the Faith worldwide.

Please read, in today’s bulletin or on our parish website, the letter of our
Bishop James Checchio, explaining the importance of this Day. And let us not
forget that we can and need to be missionaries to our own people right
here. One very easy way to do that is to practice the theme that Pope Francis
has set: “Go and invite” others to the Banquet of the Lord. Why not give a
simple invitation to our family members or friends to worship with us?

Your brother in Christ,
Fr. Abraham Orapankal

www.stmatthias.net October 20, 2024
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Readings for the Week Mass Intentions for the Week

Monday Eph 2:1-10 Ps 100:1B-2, 3, 4AB, 4C Saturday, October1g  5:00PM Frances De Franzo & Barbara Butler,
-5 Lk 12:13-21 ! by Frank & Joanne Inzano

Tuesday Eph 2:12-22 Ps 85:9AB-10, 11-12,13  Sunday, October 20 8:00AM  Martin Slyman, by Nora & Nestor Mercado

-14 Lk 12:35-38
10:00AM Intention of Parishioners
Wednesday Eph 3:2-12 Is 12:2-3, 4BCD, 5-6

Lk 12:39-48 Bistitacion Stanford & Leonida Torres,

12:00PM

he Famil
Thursday Eph 3:14-21 Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 11-12, by the Family
18-19 Lk 12:49-53 Monday, October 21 8:00AM Firefighter, John Collins, by Dad
Friday Eph 4:1-6 Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 Lk Tuesday, October 22 8:00AM  James Mc Garry, by John & Barbara Cooney
12:54-59
Saturday Eph 4:7-16 Ps 122:1-2, 3-4AB, 4CD Wednesday, October 23 8:00AM Al Maglio, by Ralph & Barbara Moreno
5 Lk 1319 Thursday, October 24  8:00AM  Jennifer Brown, by Mom & Dad

Sunday Jer 31:7-9 Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6
Heb 5:1-6 Mk 10:46-52

o

Friday, October 25 8:00AM  Susan & James Shinners, by Mary

Saturday, October 26  5:00AM  Sr. Amata, by Vinnie & Ethel

5:00PM  Paul Jason Vergel, by Vergel Family
Sunday, October 27 8:00AM Intention of Parishioners

10:00AM Al & Julia Nowakowski, by Daughter, Irene

g Jonathan, Oliver &Julius Brewster,
¥ : Aol by Judith James
Pray for those who are sick...
If you or a family member are sick, please call the Parish Office or email prayer@stmatthias.net fo add the name fo
this list. Names will be listed in the bulletin for 6 weeks. Please let us know if this fime period needs to be extended.

We want to know how you are doing and want to offer you the support of our prayers.
New people on our prayer list are noted in blue.

L Ok <99 12:00PM

Edgar Banaag Emma Gergely Mary Lou Litrakis Robert Pellegrino Sr. Bernadine Marie
Carolyn Banghart Claude Godet Aries Magali Robert Pietrowiak Stemnock
Ghislaine Baron Marie Godet Kenneth & Kelly Randolff Pinard Richard Sury
Samantha Bellouny Shelly Greene Magat Valerie Polci Jacqueline Taylor
Carmen Bender Linda Hartong Susan, King & Tosh Kim Price Minda Villarica
Mary Bostrom Jeff Hentz Manansala Frank Rispoli Eileen Weber
Tara Capatosto Marilyn Horvath Colleen Maniscalco Gabriel Rivera Nancy Whelan
Rustico Castellano Jerry & Donna Hucul ~ Alexandra Marquez Bob Rotz Ginette Zamor
Sanora Doyen Marilyn Jensen Christine Matthews Marisa Ruppel Celia M. Zelinski
Andrea Dubuisson Jean Alix Jolly Ann McElwee Maria Schwenzer Anne Zando
Hattie E René Il ica Marie Merrick A h
attie Evans ' enée Jolly JES‘SICE.I arie Merric my S ePp . And for all who are ill,
Margaret Ann Cichon  Donna Kahora Gail Miranda Sr. Rosaria Shina, OSF
. . . homebound, elderly,
Ford Betsy Kondrat Menchie Molano- Timothy Siclari , ,
. . in nursing care, or
Sharon Gadomski Kathy Langenbacher  Sotelo Catherine Steele . . . .
. . - living with chronic
Heinley Gaspard Rose Larangeira Sarah Braun Morini

illness, we pray.

Pray for those who have died... —— “His mercy endures forever.” Chronicles

David Benenati

Page 3 www.stmatthias. net October 20, 2024
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Reflect

L}
S

George Bernard Shaw was once asked in what generation
he would have preferred to live. The witty Irishman replied:
"The age of Napoleon, because then there was only one
man who thought he was Napoleon. ©

Definition of a power struggle: When your boss has the
power and you have the struggle ©

A supervisor’s comment on an employee evaluation. He’s
never been very successful. When opportunity knocks, he

complains about the noise. ©

Two friends were talking in a bar. The first man asked how
the other fellow was doing. “I’ve been better” the second
man answered. “I left my job because of illness and
fatigue.” “Sorry to hear that,” the first man responded.

Smile with Your Family &

A little girl walked up to a clown at a country fair who was
creating balloon animals. “What are you making?” she
asked. He sighed and said, “ Just minimum wage” ©

“What happened?” The second man replied, “My boss got
sick and tired of me.” ©

“l demand a raise,” a man told his boss, “Three other
companies are after me.” His boss replied, “You’ve got to
be kidding me. What other companies are after you?”’ The
man answered, “The electric company, the telephone

company, and the gas company.” ©

“A good leader motivates their team, a great leader
motivates them with the smell of fresh coffee.”
I told the IT guy | needed an eight-character password. He

Parenting Tune-Up

hour? They might serve a parent food, wash
your feet, bring you the paper, etc.

"Whoever wishes to be great among you will be
your servant." (Mark 10:43) Kids naturally like to
be first, the boss, to be served. Ask your kids if

they'd be willing to turn the tables for 1 day or 1

suggested Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. ©
Marriage Tune-Up G\
Do something unexpected for your (
beloved today that shows you
appreciate them. For example, Place a

love note in their briefcase or computer bag; Take a
selfie and send as a message; Say, "l appreciate you
because...

So That Someone Who is Special

A Pear( of Wisdom For This Week

Do You Know Why God Created Gaps between Fingers?
To You Comes And Fills Those Gaps,
By Holding Your Hand Forever...

SERVICE MAKES US A JOYFUL FAMILY!

A happy family is the result of true sacrifice and humble service. The husband and wife sacrifice convenience,
comfort, and time. There can be no success without sacrifice. We are challenged to drink the cup of Jesus by laying
down our lives in humble and sacrificial service for others, just as Jesus did. How can the family members serve one
another humbly and joyfully? Given below are some models of what different members of the family might say to

each other especially in our family relationships:

Child to parents/caregivers: Help me to hear and to answer you when you call; | won’t pretend | did not hear because

I would rather play!

Teen to parents/caregivers: Bother me with your requests for help, even while I’'m on the phone with my friends!

Young and older parents/caregivers to child and teen: Forgive me when | am defensive because | hear an answer which

challenges my intellect.

Young adult to parents/caregivers: Challenge my attitude that “I know better because | am now a grownup;" I will

pay attention to your opinions.

Middle aged parent to senior parent: Be patient with me as | am patient with you as we face difficult decisions together.
Senior parent to whole Family: Forgive my "Been there, done that" attitude; let me offer my wisdom freely and

respectfully.
Page 4
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Reflect

“I DISCOVERED THAT SERVICE IS JOY!”

It may sound unbelievable, but it is true that Asia's first
Nobel Prize winner in Literature (1913), Rabindranath
Tagore, was behind the three great national anthems of
three nations, viz. Bangladesh, India and Sri Lanka. He was
also the first non-Westerner to win the Nobel Prize in
literature. He did so in 1913. He wrote this short poem:

| slept and dreamt that life was Joy; Then | awoke and
realized that life was Service.

And then | went to work - and, lo and behold, | discovered
that Service is Joy.

Today’s Gospel teaches us that true happiness comes from
surrendering ourselves completely in humble service to
God through Christ. And all we need is a servant's heart,
mind, eyes and touch. So, "How's Your Serve?"

WE CAN SERVE BY SUFFERING..!!

In today’s Gospel, Jesus connects service with suffering.
Suffering and service go hand in hand. First, service
always involves suffering because one can’t help another
without some personal sacrifice. Second, God always
invites those who suffer to put their suffering at the
service of others by uniting it with the salvific suffering of
Jesus. Third, we must learn to be sensitive to the
suffering of those around us. One way to cultivate this
sensitivity is to focus on the needs of others rather than
on our own needs. Another way is through prayer, as
explained in St. Francis of Assisi’s famous Prayer for
Peace.

“l WISH EVERY CHILD COULD SAY THE SAME!”’

In his book, Hide or Seek, James Dobson tells of a time
when John McKay, the great football coach at the Univer-
sity of Southern California, was interviewed on television,
and the subject of his son’s athletic talent was raised. Son
John was a successful player on his dad’s team. Coach
McKay was asked to comment on the pride that he felt
over his son’s accomplishments on the field. His answer
was most impressive: “Yes, I’'m pleased that John had a
good season last year. He does a fine job, and I’m proud of
him. But | would be just as proud if he had never played
the game at all.” Dr. Dobson goes to on to say this: “Coach
McKay was saying, in effect, that John’s football talent
was recognized and appreciated, but his human worth did
not depend upon his ability to play football. John’s place
in his dad’s heart was secure, being independent of his
performance. | wish every child could say the

same.” (quoted by William J. Vamos, First Presbyterian
Church, Elkhart, Indiana, “What Happens When You’re
Not Number One?”’, Pulpit Digest, p. 6551). In today’s Gos-
pel Jesus warns James and John that what is important is
not higher positions but willingness to do humble service.

Pages

www.stmatthias.net

SERVANT LEADER IN A SERVING COMMUNITY

In his book, Dr. George Burns' Prescription For Happiness:
Buy Two Books and Call Me in the Morning, George Burns
writes: "lf you were to go around asking people what would
make them happier, you'd get answers like a new car, a
bigger house, a raise in pay, winning a lottery, a face-lift,
more kids, less kids, a new restaurant to go to. Probably not
one in a hundred would say a chance to help people. And yet
that may bring the most happiness of all. | don't know Dr.
Jonas Salk, but after what he's done for us with his polio
vaccine, if he isn't happy, he should have that brilliant head
of his examined. Of course, not all of us can do what he did.

I know | can't do what he did; he beat me to it. But the point
is, it doesn't have to be anything that extraordinary. It can
be working for a worthy cause, performing a needed service,
or just doing something that helps another person." [George
Burns, Dr. George Burns' Prescription for Happiness, (New
York, NY, USA: Penguin Putnam Books for Young Readers,
1984), p. 141] We need lots of people like those George Burns
was describing - Dr. Salk and others like him who saw a need
and tried to fill it. They were living a servant life. In our
passage of Scripture for today, we find James and John
wanting to race ahead of the others and jump into prime
positions in the kingdom of God. But Jesus saw through
their little ploy. So he corrects them by connecting service
with suffering. Suffering and service go hand in hand. First,
service always involves suffering because one can’t help
another without some personal sacrifice. Second, God
always invites those who suffer to put their suffering at the
service of others by uniting it with the suffering of Jesus.
Third, we must learn to be sensitive to the suffering of those
around us. One way to cultivate this sensitivity is to focus
on the needs of others rather than on our own needs.
Another way is through prayer, as explained in St. Francis
of Assisi’s famous Prayer for Peace.

INSPIRATIONAL QUOTES

"A leader is one who knows the way, goes the way and
shows the way." -John C. Maxwell

"Do not follow where the path may lead. Go instead
where there is no path and leave a trail." -Ralph Waldo
Emerson

"As we look ahead into the next century, leaders will be
those who empower others." - Bill Gates

"A leader takes people where they want to go. A great
leader takes people where they don't necessarily want to
go, but ought to be." -Rosalynn Carter

"I suppose leadership at one time meant muscles, but
today it means getting along with people."”
-Mahatma Gandhi

October 20, 2024
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“DAD, YOU JUST TREATED THE JANITOR
AND THE PRESIDENT ALIKE!”

James Moore tells about a man named George. George
was a peacemaker with a big heart and wonderful sense
of humor. George claimed he was, "so tenderhearted that
he cried at supermarket openings!" Everyone at Church
loved George. He was respected at the hospital where he
worked. The reason so many people loved George was
because he was always kind and always respectful to
everyone he met. His children vividly remember the days
George spent in the hospital before he died. The president
of the hospital paid him a visit. He and George talked like
they were old friends. A couple of minutes later one of the
janitors came to visit. And they spoke like they were old
friends. When the janitor left, one of George's children
said to him, "Dad, did you realize that you treated the
president of the hospital and the janitor just alike?"
George smiled, chuckled and said, "Let me ask you some-
thing, if the president left for two weeks and the janitor
left for two weeks, which one do you think would be
missed the most?" Then George called his children around
his bed. "Let me show you something | carry in my pocket
all the time, even when I mow the lawn." George pulled
out a pocket-sized cross and a marble. George said, "On
the cross are written these words, 'God Loves You,' and
on the marble are these words, 'Do unto Others as You
Would Have Them Do unto You.' The cross reminds me of
how deeply God loves me, and the marble reminds me of
how deeply God wants me to love others." [James W.
Moore, When All Else Fails (Nashville: Dimensions for
Living, 1993), p. 78.] That’s A SERVANT’S HEART. That's the
Heart Jesus wants us all to have as we seek to serve Him
and become more and more like Him each day by giving
Him our heart. To become an authentic disciple of Jesus
means to put ourselves in the humble, demanding role of
servant to others, to seek intentionally the happiness and
fulfillment of those we love regardless of the cost to our-
selves. The best place to begin the process of “self-
giving" service is in our own homes and in the work-

place. We have to look upon our education, training, and
experience as preparation for service to others. Whatever
may be our place in society -- whether important or unim-
portant -- we can serve. We should learn to serve with a
smile. This is possible whether we are in military ser-

vice, social service, law, medical service, government or
business. We get chances to serve others every day- nurses
serve their patients, teachers their students, parents serve
the needs of their children, and spouses serve each anoth-
er. In our parishes, we are also called to serve not to be
served. We can here apply the famous “ask not” of John
Kennedy: “Ask not what your parish, what your Church,

Page 6
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your God can do for you; rather ask what you can do for
your parish, for your Church, your God!” If we want to be
leaders, we must learn to be available, accountable, and
vulnerable. This triad - availability, accountability, and
vulnerability --- qualifies us for what Robert Greenleaf has
called Servant Leadership. “Life becomes harder for us
when we live for others, but it also becomes richer and
happier.” —Albert Schweitzer

TRUE LEADERSHIP IS SERVICE

When the great Japanese Christian Kagawa first heard
about the life of Jesus, he cried out, “O God, make me like
your Christ!” To be more like Christ, Kagawa left a
comfortable home and went to live in the slums of Tokyo.
There he shared himself and his possessions with whoever
needed help. In his book Famous Life Decisions, Cecil
Northcott says that Kagawa once gave away all his
clothing. He was left standing in only a tattered kimono.
On another occasion, even though deathly sick, he
continued to preach to people in a rain, repeating over and
over: ‘God is love! God is love! God is love! Where love is,
there is God.” William Barclay gives us an insight into the
heart and mind of Kagawa when he quotes the great man
as saying: “God dwells among the lowliest of men.. He is
there with beggars. He is among the sick, he stands with
the unemployed. Therefore let him who would meet God
visit the prison cell before going to the temple. Before he
goes to church let him visit the hospital. Before he reads
his Bible let him help the beggar.”

We are invited to servant leadership: We are a community
of equals and we share in the responsibilities of being
community. In order to be effective, we need leaders — both
ordained, as ministerial priests, and lay. These servants
have been raised up from among us to call us to order, to be
the ground on which the rest of us can move around,
refining our lives as followers of Jesus. We need leaders
who will help us to form a relationship that will assist us to
become what we must be in order to wash one another’s
feet. We require leaders to call us to the ways of social
justice. We need leaders who tie us to other communities
and groups who share similar values. Finally, we need
leaders who can break open the word for us, who can lead
us in our prayer, offering us on the altar, and who can draw
us together as sacrament. No one of us possesses all that
we ds a community need. Our job as servant leaders is to
evoke, to recognize, to nurture, to celebrate and to help
unify the gifts of the Holy Spirit here in our community.

October 20, 2024
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B St. John Neumann Pastoral Center * P.O. Box 191, Metuchen, New Jersey 08840-0191
109 P:732.5602,2458 * F. 732.562.1427 * E: office.of.the.bishop@diometuchen.org

October 2024

Orrice oF THE BisHop
Helping the Church where it is young, suffering and threatened

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we gather in communion this World Mission Sunday, I extend to you a heartfelt invitation from Pope Francis,
inspired by the Gospel: "Go and invite everyone to the banquet (cf. Mt 22:9)." This call to mission resonates
deeply with our faith's core, urging us to share God's love with the world.

Over a century ago, our own Catholic community in the United States was nurtured through the generosity of the
worldwide Church that contributed to what is today this second collection. Now, we are called to extend that
same generosity to our brothers and sisters in over 1,150 mission territories across Asia, Africa, Latin America,
the Pacific Islands, and the Middle East.

The collection on World Mission Sunday directly supports seminaries, future religious sisters, catechists,
Catholic schools that provide essential education, and healthcare centers that provide essential care, embodying
the love of Christ.

As members of the Catholic Church, which is universal by its very nature, we are invited to participate actively in
this mission. Our contributions and prayers on World Mission Sunday support the Church's vital work of
evangelization, inviting all to experience the joy and hope found in Christ.

T'urge you, dear friends, to respond generously to this call. Let us unite in prayer for the success of the Church's
missionary activities and for the missionaries who dedicate their lives to spreading the Gospel. Your generosity is
a powerful witness to the love and compassion at the heart of our faith.

May this World Mission Sunday deepen our commitment to the Church's universal mission. Together, let us
rejoice in the opportunity to share God's love with the world, inviting everyone to the banquet of the Lord. Be
assured of my prayers, gratitude and love for you and please remember to pray for me!

With renewed best wishes, I remain

Yours in Christ,
,/"|

/'I

i "\Mulf’
\ﬂos}mnend Ig/mes E. {,hecc]m JCD, MBA
Bishop of Metuchen

MORNING REFLECTION

[ | Everyone is invited to attend a wonderful presentation by Rev. Hank Hilton, a dynamic speaker. It will be
here at St. Matthias (school Building) on Saturday, October 26th at 9 AM. Prior to his ordination, Fr. Francis
“Hank” acquired four Masters Degrees - from Fordham NY, Loyola Chicago, Boston College and Harvard
) respectively. He earned his Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin and then began a 15 year career as an
Economics professor at Loyola Baltimore. Father worked as an Energy Economist at Texaco.

Father Hank’s youngest sister, Judith, was born with Down syndrome. Her influence steered him into many forms of
service at the Arc of Monmouth where he served as Board President from 2018 to 2020 and was awarded the Countess
Buxhoeveden Award, the Arc’s highest honor for those who support its mission.

After his ordination to priesthood in 1992, Fr. Hank has served in several parishes in Wisconsin & Maryland, as well as at
St. Francis Cathedral Parish in Metuchen. In addition, he has taught in a variety of settings including colleges and
universities, high schools and prisons. Currently, Father Hilton is pastor of St. Joseph’s parish in Hillsborough, NJ and is a
visiting professor of economics at Rutgers. Do not miss this inspirational talk.

All are welcome.

Page 7 www.stmatthias.net October 20, 2024
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Learn

lIED ST. MATTHIAS AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM WORKERS NEEDED =S
St. Matthias School is in need of workers for our After School Program. S
WANTED Hours are 2:30PM-6:00PM.
Please email Mary Lynch, mlynch@stmatthiasnj.org &

Tesh Barr, tbarr@stmatthiasnj.org or call 732-828-1402 for more information.

(ﬂfFT FAITH FORMATION CLASSES HAVE BEGUN.
GROWING REGISTRATIONS ARE STILL OPEN.
IN FAITH o

TOGETHER  3024-2025 GIFT for K-8 Religious Formation https://stmatthias.net/faith-formation/ N
A\

First Eucharist Preparation 2024-2025 https://stmatthias.net/first-eucharist-first-reconciliation/  Cowunx

Confirmation Preparation 2024-2025 https://stmatthias.net/confirmation/

Questions? Please call the Parish Office, 732-828-1400 or email Debbie Schurko, dschurko@stmatthias.net

Connect

Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast

from 8:00am - 12:00 Noon in the school cafeteria. Proceeds from the breakfast
1 will benefit the St Matthias Knights of Columbus council and the charities they
' support.

Breakfast menu is pancakes, eggs, sausage, bagels, juice, coffee and much more.
We hope to see you there!

Make FFall Into Faith 2024 the Best Season of the Year!

Start for the first time or continue with a St. Matthias Small Faith Sharing Group!
We have about 15 groups that meet on various days/times of the week.

~leaves ® If you are new to this experience, please sign up at:
el https://forms.gle/7D2CnG8ZcBTJuSfC7
"W e ! YOU CAN STILL JOIN SMALL GROUPS

As you know, Small group sharing is about to begin. Aren’t you curious why so many of our parishioners are in small
groups? Don’t you want to know what motivates them to commit six weeks in this busy Fall season to gather in small
groups? Have you ever wished you were more connected to our parish community? Do you long for ways to connect your
faith with your life, especially when faced with so many challenges in your personal and family life?

The answer to all these is Small faith communities because these provide an opportunity for parishioners to get to know
one another better in a unique, comfortable, and casual setting; these help participants deepen their faith and integrate it
more fully into their work and relationships. Sharing life stories with each other gives concrete examples of God's grace in
our lives. So, why not try this small group experience? Just attend one of the many groups. Different groups meet
different days of the week, so you have the choice according to your schedule!

NOAH LIVE ON STAGE
The Senior Ministry and St. Martin DePorres Society will once again
host a trip to Lancaster, PA to see Sight & Sound
“NOAH LIVE ON STAGE” Saturday, May 17, 2025.
More details, including how to purchase tickets, can be found at:

www.stmatthias.net/noah

www.stmatthias.net October 20, 2024
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Give (and Receive!)

Stewardship Totals for Fiscal Year July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025 Last Year's Total

Current Month In-Pew/Mail | Parish Giving Weekly Total Weekly Total
Week 14 - October 6, 2024 $7,978.00| $19,597.00 $27,575.00 $19,602.25
Week 15 - October 13,2024 | $14,477.06 $20,579.50 $35,056.56 $34,437.25
Week 16 - October 20, 2024 $0.00 $26,313.25
Week 17 - October 27, 2024 $0.00 $25,964.47
$18,512.25

Month-to-date Total October Total Last Year
$62,631.56 $124,829.47
Current Year-to-Date Total | Year-to-date as of October 31, 2023
$365,480.01 $344,564.53
REMINDER!

When we contribute via check, the Chase Bank requires that the checks must
be made out to the “Church of St. Matthias.” No other variation of this
designation will be acceptable due to greater security controls

Stewardship Reflection October 20, 2024 Reflexionese —20 de octubre de 2024
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time Domingo 29° del Tiempo Ordinario
“For the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve “Asi debe ser, porque el Hijo del hombre no vino para que le
and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (MARK 10:45) sirvan, sino para servir a los demds y entregar su vida en

” .
If you held a mirror up to your life, would it reflect God’s rescate por muchos.” (MARCOS 10:45)

love and mercy? If you are struggling with this, try changing Si usted pusiera un espejo frente a su vida, ;podria reflejar el
your attitude from “l want more” to “thank you God for amor de Dios y su misericordia? Si usted estd luchando con
everything you have given me, | have enough to share”. This eso, trate de cambiar su actitud de “Yo quiero mas” a
change in perspective will bring you joy through service to  “gracias a Dios por todo lo que me ha dado, tengo suficiente
others. Pray daily to become less self-centered and to para compartir”. Este cambio en perspectiva traerd alegria a
become more God-centered. través del servicio a los demas. Rece diariamente para
convertirse en menos egocéntrico y mas centrado en Dios.

- THINK SNOW! THINK CHRISTMAS! 4
4  SPREAD THE LIGHT IS COMING! A=

. —ve too sOON to begin to think about our “Spread the Light” campaign in Dec . sex.

This is a wonderful opportunity to honor your loved ones, your business, a family milestone or
any other celebration or occasion. Last year we lit in excess of 270 trees which brightened our church
and spread good will to all our neighbors in Somerset and beyond.

This is the largest fund raiser for the parish. We thank all our past participants and we encourage
all parishioners to join in this inspirational, and what is becoming, an honored tradition in
our parish and community. Help us “Spread the Light’”!

Sign up forms are available at exit doors of the church and on our website.
www.stmatthias.net/trees

Page 9 www.stmatthias.net October 20, 2024
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Connecting to Our Local Community

Immaculee’s Story of Faith, Hope and Forgiveness
Monday, October 28 from 7- 9 PM

1™ Annual Major Speaker: Immaculee llibagiza
Immaculee llibagiza survived the 1994 Rwandan genocide by hiding in a 3ft. x4ft. bathroom for
91 days with seven other women. Come hear about the importance of faith, hope and
forgiveness. In person and Zoom. The program will take place in Mercy Hall at Mount Saint
Mary (under the chapel) for those participating in person.

$25 per person; free for students  908-753-2091 or www.msmhope.org

MOUNT SAINT MARY
House of Prayer

1651 US Highway 22
Watchung, NJ 07069

ST. HELENA’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
November 2™ g9am - 3pm
St Helena School Auditorium, 930 Grove Avenue, Edison, New Jersey 08820

Handmade crafters from Wood to Wool, Jewelry, Accessories, Many types of Vendors, 50/50 Tickets being Sold,
Great Food and much more!!!

FREE ADMISSION ** FREE PARKING ALL FAMILIES WELCOME!!!

Study Theology at Georgian Court University!

All programs can be completed remotely. Master of Arts or a Graduate Certificate in Theology, with concentrations in
Pastoral Ministry or Mercy Spirituality. Not sure? Take one or two classes on a non-matriculating basis to see if our
programs are right for you. Generous financial aid available. New semester begins January 21, 2025. There is still time to
apply. Contact department chair Johann M. Vento for more information:

jvento@georgian.edu. We look forward to getting to know you and talking about your interest in studying theology.

Be a Champion for Catholic Charities

Cathf)l.lc As a CHAMPION for CATHOLIC CHARITIES, you are a champion in every sense of the word. Through
Charities your financial support, you provide a warm bed for someone who is homeless...food for a hungry
child... emergency aid for a disaster victim... and help for a family in crisis; all of which truly makes you a
champion in our eyes and in the eyes of those we serve. Please join our team today and become a
CHAMPION for CATHOLIC CHARITIES by making a gift or purchasing a raffle ticket.

Go to www.diometuchen.org/champions to make a gift or download a raffle form to purchase a ticket. Every gift, no matter
the size, is important and greatly appreciated. Checks should be made payable to Champions for Catholic Charities and mailed
to Champions for Catholic Charities, Diocese of Metuchen, PO Box 191, Metuchen, NJ 08840-0191. Questions may be directed by
email to champions@diometuchen.org or by phone to 732-562-2432.

Parish Leadership

Parish Pastoral Council:

Co-Secretaries: Parish Finance Council:

Miles London

Co-Chairs:
Stephen Busono
sbusono@gmail.com

Didi Molano

Sheila Tartaglia

Fr. Lancelot McGrath,
Fr. Abraham, Ex-Officio

Kester Hector, Chair
FinanceCouncil
@stmatthias.net

Mary Pat Burke-Grospin,
Ex-Officio

Fr. Abraham, Ex-Officio

Carmen Driz-Melilli
Barry Dusault
Joan Pritchard

Trustees:

Pearl Scott
Marge Richards

Bill Isele

t33sm@aol.com Teresa Yannotta

Joe Percoco

About St. Matthias (please contact the staff members on the cover for up-to-date information)

Parish Registration — Welcome to Baptism — Baptismal Preparation Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
St. Matthias! Please register on our  sessions are held four times a year for (RCIA)- If you are interested in
\cl)vre\l/)iz;:et.h‘:ewl:‘,:r’i.ssl:n(‘l;:ﬁt:le:as.nEt/lom.us, registered parishioners. Please becoming a Catholic or completing inspired by love, and dedicated to

) contact the parish officelbeforeithel S ihe SRS of.lnitiation-j aca%emic ){excell,ence. Before and
Marriage — Registered parishioners baby is born. The sacrament of Baptism)/Confirmation/Eucharist, please  agter School Care Programs are
should contact the parish office a year Baptism is celebrated on the second  call the Parish Office. available. Come visit!

before the desired wedding date. and fourth Sunday of each month, Contact 732-828-1402 to schedule a
except during Lent. tour.

< S St. Matthias School is a
PreK3 through 8" grade
school rooted in faith,

AT RATTIRAS SCHODL

October 20, 2024
668
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MIDDLEBUSH
VOLUNTEER

FIRE DEPT. (S0 U TRl French Drains - Foundation Repair - Mold Remediation

It Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

21 OLCOTT STREET Bathroom Remodelin
FIRE FIGHTERS NEEDED g All Work Guaranteed

WE WILL TRAIN! Porcelain Marble 732-777-7888

@middiebushfire.com | Cranite Countertops www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

Heated Floors y
: Backsplashes % Mallory's Army Foundation
b Dlocese Of M etUCh en Showerlf Doors United Toge%;er InThe Fl}g/ht Against Bullying...
: .& CathO“C Cemetel‘ies 732-514-1500 Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
and Crematory Lic# I3VHOOTS2600 |ttt ) e emancrsae ™
(Parishioner) Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started. & Mesageanddotaratsmoyapoy

800-943-8400 —

Holy Cross Burial Park Resurrection Burial Park PROTECTIVE qu An Assisted Living
840 Cranbury-South River Rd.  Hoes Lane and Park Ave. PAVING (A and Memory Care
Jamesburg, NJ 08831 Piscataway, N] 08854 SPRINGHILLS Community in your

www.diometuchen.org/cemeteries LVE RAseY neighborhood.

ROOFING * CHIMNEY * MASONRY °* DECKING RE-IMAGINE SCHEDULE A
20+ Years in Business SENIOR LIVING TOUR TODAY!
$1,000 DRIVEWAYS
732.873.4800

I OFF ANy NEw PROJECTS PARKING LOTS v
320 GEN 1 590 FULLY INSURED 473 Demott Lane

WE FIND & FIX LEAKS b

CONSTRUCTION OFF ANy REPAIRS FREE ESTIMATES
——l Somerset, NJ 08873
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED - LIC# 13VH12761400 732-828_4 I 77 E
862-222-1016 SOMERSET, N www.springhills.com
SERVING ALL OF NEW JERSEY ’
catholicmatch’ - 732-565-1500
P 0l09Y & 49 VERONICA AVE. SUITE #204 iy et
A iates, L.L.C. . Red C
New ‘Jersey i SOMERSET, NJ 08873 o/ TR
Comprehensive Make a Difference in Your Community
Cataract/Cornea
Glaucomay/Retina VOLU NTEER
Soft & Specialty with the American Red Cross
Roopider K. Francesca k. contact Lens Fitting Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer
[LCHEEIETEELEE IS Al Grewal, M.D. Lee, O.D. www.edisonophthalmology.com
Ryan Mahalsky
Church Bulletin Representative
I’m here to help your business
be noticed! i
bt (|, vt

Advertise your business
in the Church Bulletin

¢ In print, online and interactive app

rmahalsky@jppc.net « Reaches parish families and visitors each week
908-392-4240 .
www.jppcadvertising.com » Constant presence keeps a strong link between

you and customers

I ’ * Well-read publication - a trusted source
‘ JOHN PATRICK * Affordable Advertising - local, targeted to community

publishing company, inc.

OUR SPONSORS & OUR COMMUNITY

Sponsors can offer promotions,\ \ ANYONE in the community can access
discounts and/or up-to-date contact ? A B E R realtimé offers from their favorite
information to the ENTIRE community -+

spd‘nsg\rs to save, share & support

™
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terstone

Wa
WEALTH ADVISORS, LLC

John C. Moynihan, CFP®

Certified Financial Planner™, practitioner

Somerset, NJ
732.873.0433 - www.wwallc.net

Practical Solutions for Managing Wealth

I { Steve’s
&%’1 Pizza & Restaurant
|

900 Easton Ave. Somerset Village
732-247-0400

I $1 50 Off Large 18” Ple_I

SOLD

 WELLNESS CENTER

BARROOD

Selling, Buying or Renting

Houses - Call us for help!
700 EASTON AVE., SOMERSET

732-846-1661

Good people, great service, since 1940

908-328-2112
QuantumLightWellness.com

PARISHIONER

Event Space Rental
Green Brook:NJ 08812
908-532-3141

thday,Bahy Shower,Meetings
grandcentraljerseyevents.com

BRIGHT VIEW
POWERWASHING
& PAINTING

Greg Dente, Owner/Operator
Somerset & surrounding areas

Ny Paming ic W Ecriclic 19145
7617 8 935 FVAC Lic

;53«&

7&[&/@ @

Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric

American
Stamdard.

WEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING

732-247-2763

696 Franklin Blvd., Somerset, NI 08873
www jackdolanandsons.com info{@jackdolanandsons.com

BRUNSWICK FURNITURE OUTLET, LLC
330 Townsend St., New Brunswick, NJ

Friendly & Reliable Services
Free estimates - Guaranteed work
We keep our promises « No job too small
POWERWASHING
& SMALL PAINTING WORK

908.812.2061

GLEASON FUNERAL HOME
AT NEED CARE ¢ PRE-NEED ¢« MONUMENTS
PARISHIONER OWNED
William K. Gleason, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 4489
1360 HAMILTON STREET ¢« SOMERSET, NJ

732-545-0700

WWW.GLEASONFUNERALHOME.cOM

SENIOR
HOME AIDE
Trustworthy and
reliable home aide
available to assist in

taking care of your home.|;

Call or text

WE’RE HIRING!

Substitute Teachers & Support Staff throughout New Jersey

Apply today at SOURCEﬁTEACHERS.com

@ REMIX

QOur Town

| April Tarantino
Broker Associate

(732)873-9063 " i orel

www.HomeHelpersHomeCare.com/Somerset

Direct: (732) 735-3511 R
Rafael SeHabla Espanol (908) 344-6152 | apriltarantino@hotmail. " somernct N 08373
for details and Wopantitea | e e
732.354.4420 \ 4 to schedule help. 31 Years Experience - Somerset Specialist
Your Trusted AJS PAINTING !
d‘f ome Helpers - Home Care Provider! TONY 's_lcSmNELLA, PARISHIONER RAI KE S
Making Like Easier® Personal & Companion Care Ouner Operated,Free Proposals Home Im provement LLC

Meticulous, Guaranteed Work
Highest Quality, Affordable Price
No Job Too Small - Since 2001

732-873-8477

732-249-7113

JFully Insured Lic. 13VH06498900 www.raikesh

provemer 1it.com

National Public Adjustment
Arnold Espiritu | (732) 850-4142
Private/Public Insurance Claims Adjuster
Parishoner Owned
Wind, Rain, Fire, Water, Plumbing,
Vandalism, Snow, Ice, Mold, etc.

: D’Angiolillo

°Ch1r0pract1c Center

& Find out more about us
and how we can help you!

Angie’s List Award

Winner 2015 20263%m DQT
o-om D
WWW. mySDB com

0:732-369-6387
M: 732-343-5450

.
star22home showr

www.star22home.com

$10, 000 Complete
KITCHENS - BATHROOMS

Bathroom Remodel.
Labor /Materials

Visit Our Website @
www.DrJoeD.com

(732) 873-2222

PROFESSIONAL CENTER

22 Plainfield Ave.,
Piscataway, NJ
QUALITY
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
Serving Central NJ Since 1986
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

SALES/SERVICE

ELECTRIC, PLUMBING Al Majo:'CCred|: caris Asccepted
HEATING & COOLING P. Lic. #12425 « E. Lic. #9526

NJ Reg #13VH02047500 » HVAC Lic. 1510
NOW HIRING QUALIFIED TEAM MEMBERS

732-247-7390 - www.DaltonElectricCo.com

1186 LIVINGSTON AVENUE, NORTH BRUNSWICK, NJ

AT SOMERSET

11 Clyde Road, Suite 103
Somerset, NJ 08873

Serving Our Community
Since 1985

Frankli

732.8

tgr“(ﬁ(' H_’(% (L’) f/( THE:

BOYLAN ..

New Brunswick, NJ 08901
732-545-4040

- FIND YOUR NEW BEST FRIEND. S8

'v $60 adoption fee | animals are spayed/neutered, micro-chipped & up-to-date on shots =" \:r "

475 DeMott Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873

We Install & Construct

* Windows * Finished Basements  ° Siding
* Doors « Kitchens * Roofing
* Decks « Baths  Custom Interior Woodwork

Power Washing
Homes ¢ Decks ¢ Sidewalks ¢ Driveways ¢ Stoops ° Etc.

No Job Too Small! Cabinet Refacing Parishioner

Pt Lo Home Cﬁ
n ”7/ HW COLDWELL BANKER

KATHLEEN FARAH SPERO  REALTY
Realtor®, Broker, SRS, SRES

C 908.331.0859 « O 908.879.4900
Kathleen.Spero@CBRealty.com

SperoSellsNJ.com
Owned by a subsidiary of Anywhere Advisors LLC

2 sks
Fertilizer - Weed Control
Seeding & Grading
908-809-8366
www.farahlandscapedesign.com

TURr

E&RA,H]

in Township Animal Shelter

Ad sponsored by

73.2500 x6255 |TUe-Fri 12-3 & Sat 12-6  seondancefr il

Robert Fox, Manager
N.J. License No. 4371
10 Wooding Avenue
www.BoylanFH.com Edison, NJ 08817

Family owned and operated since 1958

732-572-0076
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